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Fo TH E | 
Caſe of RELIGION Conſider'd: 


SHEWING 


The Subſtance of Txur GOoDLINESS; 
Werein are alſo particulariz d, Sundry Er- 
rors, Maxims and Corruptions of Men 
and Sects of this preſent Age, with ſuita- 
ble Obſervations and Reflections thereon. 
With ſome concluſive Reaſons to perſwade 
to Unity, Moderation and Charity. 


Preſented to the Inhabitants ( eſpecially ) of 
the Colony of Rhode-Iand ; and all others 
who make Profeſſion of the Goſpel of our 


Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


In Six SECTIONS. 


ee 


| To which is added, 
The Propheeies and Predictions of the Learned FAMES 
USHER, Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, Lord Primate 


of Ireland, relating to the great Perſecution that is yet 


to break out in England, Scotland and Ireland. 


Lam. 2. 13. What thing ſhall I take to witneſs for thee? What 
thing hall I Ab thee, O Daughter of Jeruſalem * 
U bat ſhall I equal to thee, that I may comfort thee. 0 
Virgin Daughter of Zion ? For thy Breach is great like 
the Sea; who can eal thee? 


N EWPOR 7, *Rhode-Iſland Printed for the Author, and 


—_ 


ſold by E. Nearegreas and F. Franklin. 1728. 
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Of the Chief Cox TEN TS 
of the ſeveral Sections. 
The ' Preface to the Reader. "Fx 
ect. I. Of Men's deplorable Miftakes ton: 

cerning Happineſs : What it is, aud where- 
In it conſfills, Page 1. 


Sekt. II. Miſtakes concerning Election and 
Reprobation. Of faith and Works, Page 13. 


Sect. III. Miſtakes concerning Circumciſion 
and Bapiiſm, both external Seals and Signs, 
an Subſtance one and the ſame Spiritual 

| Covenant of Grace. Infants with their 
Parents equal Subjects of Baptiſm. Page 18. 
The Mode of Baptiſm not expreſiy com- 
manded; whether by Effuſion or Enerſion, 
10 Bar to Communion. Page 45, 


— 


Pl 4 
| . 


dervaluing Eater halt heyund 1b 
Boynds, and truſting in outward Ferforn- 
ances. Page 56, | 


nei or an 
proper 


Sect. V. Externalt f Religion binding to 
Chriflians, fo _ as they relate o ihe 
Ends and Defigns of their Inflitutions in 
« #he Goſpel. Page 65. Of the Necefhty of 
public and private Devotion, Page 69. 
Superior external Qualities of Men, no 
certain Sign of Grace or Truth. Page 76. 
The National Church of England and the 
Diſſenters ſtated and conſider d: The as - 
ration of the latter proved wnreaſonablt; 
unlauſul and dangerous, Page 77. 


Set. VI. The Fruits of our Diviſions, the 
Authors and their Principles jujtly een 
pliſied; with ſome ſerious perſtwaſroe Rea+ 
Sons for the Prattice of the Principles of 
Morality, and particularly thoſe wit Unie 
Peace, Moderation and Charity. Page 102. 


Ts Propheſies and Predifttons of the Learn- 
ed James Uſher, Archbiſhop of Armagh, 
Lord Primate of Ireland, relating to the 
Perſecution that is yet to break out in 


England, Scotlaud ard Iceland. Page 137. 
1 70 
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To the REA DEE. 
little Hopes of Succeſs by them, con- 
ſidering how plenty the World abounds 
in Books of this Nature, and the — 
leſs Improvement generally made of 
them, by moſt Bookiſh Chriſtians. 


Beſides, our. Diviſions have involved 
us in many deteſtable Evils, and one a- 
mong the reſt, which is become much 
in Vogue among us; which is, to re- 
ceive. or reject not only the reading of 
a Book, but to meaſure. the Arguments, 
condemn or extol it, meerly upon the 
Account of the Author, by the Party he 
ſeems to favour, or call himſelf of. This 
is ſuch a Degree of Bigottry, that one 
would think, nothing leſs than a real 
Love to Slavery would bring any Man 
under ſuch unhappy Circumſtance, as to 
anticipate his own Judgment, yield up 
himſelf intirely to be governed, to think, 
ſpeak and act by the Dictates and Max- 
ims of a Party. | 


The Enemy. hath found many ways 
to deceive poor Mortals, and none 
greater or more fatal than this That 
in the Room of entering into a ſtrict 
Examination of our own Souls; Ind re- 
turning to a Sate of true W 
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To the Rap. 


and new Obedience,” we have faund 
our a very artful way to juſtify and 
deceive our Souls, by charging our Guile 
upon others. Nay, Are there not ſome 
thar very blaſphemouſly charge God. 
himſelf to be the Author and Predeſti- 
nator of all theit Villanies? So in- 
fectious is the Nature of this Sin, that 
it hath ever proved the moſt fatal Chear, 
and the greateſt Clog, not only to a 
National, but a Perſonal Retr:mation, 
Lake 18. 9. Lake 16. 15. 2 Cor, 10. 18. 


Thus, under the Burden of all our 
Sins, We. fir as Judges of others, un- 
concerned as to our felves, and too 
often upon our Syuperiours : So are un- 
warily betray'd into that Diabolical Sin 
of ſpeaking evil of Diguities. 2 Pet. 2. 10. 


As to our Superiours, whoſe Con- 
cern it is to teach the Way of Salva- 
tion to Mankind, how far they have 
been, or any of them, inſtrumental in 
the preſent Calamity, and ran counter 
to the Truſt repoſed in them, is their 
Concern to conſider. 


f 


All Conditions of Men that are wick- 
ed, may in legible Charaers-read ( with- 
out Repentance) their own Condemnati- 

ON 
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To the ReAaDEt. | 
en in the ſacred Records. We are ex- 
preſly told, that every Man ſhall only 


e accountable for his own Sins : And 
that, tho Hand join in Hand, the wick- 


ed ſhall not go unpuniſbed: And that, 


tot hout Holineſs no Man ſball ſee the 
Lord. Heb. 12. 14. Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. 
1 John 3. 10. Ezek. 18. 20. 


., Certainly, This ſhould rather put us 
upon the great Concern of making our 


own Calling and F ecttion ſure, than 


of prying curiouſly- into the State of 
others. What can we expect to be the 
Conſequence that will follow? Whar 
can be the Reward we can expett for 
all this artificial Zeal, bigotted Noiſe 
and Clamonr about Religion ? Will the 
thing it ſelf be minded, when the Sub- 
ſtance of it is diſregarded and wholly 
neglected, and we go on in a Courſe 
of Impiety? 


I have often been very thoughtful 
from whence all this Hypocriſy, and 
ſo great a Decay of primitive Piety 
proceeds, conſidering, that Men are the 
ſame, and have the ſame Qualities and 
Qualifications, and the ſame Scriptures, 


the ſame Promiſe of the Aſſiſtance of 
| God's 
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To the REA DER. 


teen Hundred Years ago, 


This certainly then muſt proceed from 
ſome illegal Warrant, and blind Di- 
rections, and falſe Perſwaſions of Men 
and Sects: And I am the more fully 
confirmed in this, from the Predictions 
of our Saviour and his Apoſtles of the 
latter Days. And this will appear more 
evident, when we conſider, that every 
Error and falſe Pehfwaſion in the things 
of God, and marters of Salvation, is 
not only of a defiling, but of a cor- 
rupt Nature, and of an evil Tendency, 
according to the Tenor and Dezree of 
Malignity in it. 


For Inſtauce, that Principle, that all 
Forms of Prayer are unlawful, has a 
malignant Tendency in ir, to diſcou— 
rage, as well as diſcountenance, both 
Family and private Devotion, as that of 
Prayer. And again, the denying the 
Morality of keeping the Lord's Day, 
bath an evil Tendency to pur all thing; 
into Confuſion and Dilorder, and to pro- 
mote Libertiriſm, Looſeneis and Impi- 
ety. That Opinion again, that Sove- 
reign Power is fixed upon Gracc, hath 
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God's Holy Spirit, that they had Six- 
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To the READER. 


a very malignant Tendency to encou- 
rage all who are not of the ſame Re- 
ligion with their Prince, not only to 
diſobey his lawful Commands, but cheat 
him of his Dues; ſo bring themſelves 
under a double Guilt of Fraud and Re- 
' bellion. So it is in all other falſe Per- 
iwaſions, in Degrees leſs or more, 


Moſt of our Diviſions, it is to be 
feared, have ſprung from no other Foun- 
dation. Are there not many that have 
ſet up ſome obſcure and diſputable Te- 
net, and made it the darling Standard 
of their Sect, and to maintain it have 
involved themſelves in a Gulph of Er- 
tors? And it is generally obſerved, 
that he that enters the Liſt to main- 
tain the firſt, looks upon himſelf then 
obliged to juſtify all the Family Er- 
rors of that Party, tho' never ſo ri- 
diculous or erroneous : And too often 
it is to be ſeared, after that ſordid 
manner, to ſpeak wickedly for God, as 
Job expellcs it, ani talk decerrfully for 
hem. So that it is no wonder that 
Peace and Unity are become ſo in— 
eftectval: For when Men are come to 
fuch a Pitch of devoted Bigottty, they 
are paſt all reclaiming; tor hey that 

meaſur? 


To the READER, 


meaſure themſ lues by themſelves, as the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, and compre them- 
ſelves among themſelves, are not wiſe, 
Job 13. 7. 2 Cor. 16. 14. 


To what baſe and wicked Purpoſes 
hath that Text, Zule 3. of contending 
carneſily for the Faith of the G-ſfel, 
been apply:d to? How ju ly this Text 
may countenance any Chriſtian againſt 
a Few, a Turk, or a Heathen, or in 
ſuch things as are abſolutely eſſential, 
is indiſputable ; but then we ought to 
be well aſſured, that theſe things we 
diſpute and contend about are ſuch Ef- 
lentials, as in ſuch a way juſtify us, 
leſt while we contend for the Shadow, 
we loſe Subſtance and all, as the once 
famous Churches of rhe Faſt have done. 
We may be well aſſured, that all Pre- 
tenſions to Religion, without the Prac- 
tice, upon the Principles of Morality, 
is but laying a Foundation upon the Sand. 
This the Enemy is well appriſed of, 
and hath ever improved his moſt cun- 
ning Devices to extinguiſh it out of the 
World; and nothing he hath more ſuc- 
ceſsfully ſucceeded in. than in dividing 
the Members of Chriſt into Schiſms, and 


ſcattering them into SeQs; For herein 
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To the READER. 


he is ſure of gaining his Point; for they 
can naturally produce no other Fruir, 
than what directly tends to extinguiſh 
both the Principles and Practice of it. 
2 Tim. 4. 2 5 „1% „ 10, 37, 1, 
James 4. 2 


The Truth of this will appear indiſ- 
putable, when we conſider from what 
Quarter proceeds molt of this carnal and 
deviliſh Hypocriſy : That is, all this 
ſour, waſpiſh, and ill Nature, all rhis 
ſtarch Preciſeneſs, Singularity, ſpiritual 
Pride and Uncharitableneſs, all this bit— 
rer Envying, Calumny, evil ſpeaking, vi- 
ſible in every Sect. All which St. Za:mes 
hath well aſſured us, deſcends not from 
above, but is earthly, ſenſual, and de- 
viliſh: For as the ſame Apoſtle before 
ſhows the Impoſhbility for a Fountain 
to ſend forth at the ſame Place ſweet 
Water and bitter; neither can all theſe 
high Pretenſions to Religion be real, 
while there appears fo much Venom and 
Malignity at the Bottom. 


It would he well for us that we could 
more ſerjoully conſider theſe effential 
Principles of Morality, as they are in- 
deed the very Marrow and Subſtance of 

al 


To the REA DER. 


all Religion For when once the Prac- 
tice of this Decays and is extinguiſhed, 
then all Pretenſion to Religion is vain. 


We may well be aſſured of this, when 
we conſider the great Care God hath 
taken to preſerve it; as at ficlt, by his 
engraving it upon the Table of Men's 
Hearts, and then again upon the Tables 
of Stone; and after in the Perſon of his 
dear and well beloved Son; in whoſe 
exemplary Life and holy Precepts, he 
hath more viſibly rranſcribed thoſe eter- 
nal Principles of Morality, as may Juſt- 
ly engage us to ſer the greateſt Value 
on thcſe ſacred Records, wherein he 
hath made ſo viſible a Revelation ot 
himſelf and a bleſſed Immortality : 
Much more when we conſider, what 
miſerable Improvement the moſt know- 
ing Part of the Heathen World have, 
and do new make of the Light of Na- 
ture; and what we allo cur ſelves ſhould, 
were we now in their Condition with- 
out a ſtanding Revelation. 


How ouzht Men therefore to be carc- 
ful how they eſpouſe Principles that any 
way tend to undervalue the Holy Scrip- 
turcs, or any of theſe moral Precepts 

therein 


To thee READER, 


therein recorded, which may juſtly de- 
re& as well rhoſe who deny the Scrip- 
ture to be the Rule of Faith, as others, 
tho' in a leſs Degree, yer highly cul- 
Pable, who have not only excirpa'ed 
our of their Aſſemblies of publick Wor- 
ſhip, and prohibited the reading th ſe 
facred Sctiptures, and t at mora! Part 
of it, the Ten Commanaments, but the 
Lord's Prayer, the Crez1, S nging of 
P/a/ms. Theſe things ought they to 
conſider, as alſo the Perſons whom God 
hath appointed thereunto, tefore they 
trouble the World with any more of 
their litigious Diſputes, in maintaining 
thoſe obſcure Tenets, much leſs effenti- . 
al. Or rather, improve their Talents 
in that more excellent way recommend- 
ed by Sr. Paul, to promote peace and 
Unity, Love and Charity in the World. 


But this can never be expected while 
Men preach themſelves, and not J<ſus 
Chriſt. Will blind, bigorted, Zeal-heat- 
ed, and inflamed Enthuſiaſm paſs for 
the Dictates of God's Holy Spirit? And 
will Men become ſuch Fools, as to be- 
come wicked Inſtruments to promote 
the Intereſt of the coverous Defires of 


paſſionate, proud, and ambitious Men, 
whole 


To the READER; 


whoſe Principle we know it it is to 
make all Men their Slaves, or perſe- 
cute them as Hereticks? He that is not 
as mad as themſelves, to rail and ex- 
claim againſt the Church, and call eve- 
ry thing, not excepting the Lord's Pray- 
er, the Creed, the Ten Commandments, 
by the dreadful Name of Popery, is an 
Enemy, and can expect no better Quar- 
ter from them than to be turned our 
of the Synagogue. So on the other 
Side, he that judges favourably, and ex- 
tends Charity to Diſſenters, is from ſuch 
Spirits as likely to meet with the ſame 
ill Uſage, or at leaſt to be counted an 
Enemy to the Church. In ſhort, the 
Blame lies chiefly upon the Laity that 
will be impoſed upon - For was it ever 
known, that ever the molt eloquent Man, 
either in preaching or praying, ever ſuc- 
cecded in his Miniſtry, but ſach who 
practice themſelves what they preach- 
ed to others? For what is a Man's 
Learning, Eloquence and Gifts? If he 
hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none 
of his. Now, what the Fruits of the 
Spirit are, is maniteſtly explained by St. 
Paul, Col. 5. 22, to 26, And as theſe, and 
ſuch as theſe, ought to be rejected, fo 
ought thoſe that are otherwiſe, to be 

highly 


To the READER. 
highly eſteemed and encouraged by eve: 
ry good Chriſtian : For be that jufiifies 
the Wicked, and he that condemneth the 
Faſt, even they both are an Abomination 
to the Lord, Prov. 17. 15. 


Certainly, we have Reaſon to believe, 
the Church of Chriſt was never at a 
lower Ebb, or that ſhe had ever fewer 
fincere Members; for the Enemy is be- 
come very formidable, by his Inſtruments, 
both within and withour, equally de- 
ſigned by him for her Ruin : The firſt, 
her corrupt Profeſſors, the worſt Ene- 
my of the two. It has always been 
the Policy of Satan to improve them 
as inſtruments to aſperſe the Truth, and 
cauſe it to be evil ſpoken of: And the 
latter, to expoſe it to Contempt and 
Ridicule, The former genenally pretend 
they have a great Value for the Church, 
though they cagpor live up to her Prin- 
ciples. Now if theſe Men would hur 
conſider, it would be better for them: 
ſelves and the Church, ſo long as they 
re ſol ve, in their Impiety, never to come 
wirhin her Doors: For they may be Well 


aſſured, in coming there under fvch 


unſanctify'd Circumſtancesathey do but 
increaſe their own Damnation. Rox. I. 
18. et. 2. 2; a For 


uch 
but 
1. I. 


For 


To the READER, 

For God that cannot lye, hath ex- 
preſly declared, that the Prayers of the 
wicked are an Abomination unto bin; and 
that he will be ſanttified by them that draw 
near him. And to the wicked ſaith God, 
What haſt thou to do to take my Covenant 
into thy Mouth, ſeeing thou * Inſtructi- 
on, Thou ithoughteſt, ſaith God, that I 
was altogether ſuch an one as thy ſelf ;, but 
I will re prove thee, Now conſider this, 


. you that forget God, left he tear you in 


teces, and there be none to deliver you. 
ſal. 50. 22, Prov. 15. 8, Ifai. 1.15. Lev. 
10, 3, Pſal. 50. 16. Ifai. 26. 10, II. 


Was the Church once purged of ſuch 
rotten Profeſſors, as ſhe is from Error 
and Superſtition, there would be little 
Occafion of writing Books of Controver- 
iy or Apologies for her ; ſhe would have 
Charms enough to recommend her, and 
filence the Aſperſions of her Enemies. 


Theſe Reflections indeed are very aw- 
ful; and the more we look into the State 
of rheſe Times, and compare them with 
the Predictions of our Saviour and his 
Apoſtles, the more we muſt acknow- 
ledge they call aloud to this Generati- 
on, eſpecially when we conſider the late 

| | terrible, 
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To the REA DEE. 


terrible, as well as awful Diſplays of 
Heaven, both at Sea and Land, by 
Storms, Tempeſts, Earthquakes, and 
other Calamities in divers Places; which 
are to be feared but the Forerunners of 
that which is greater. Mat. Chap. 24. 
Mark, Chap. 13. 2 Tim, Chap. 3. & 4. 
2 Fer. Chap. 2. & 3, | 


It certainly behoves us to be upon our 
Watch, leſt that great and awful Ap- 
pearance of the Son of God, ſhould ſur- 
Prize us unawares : For ſo much he 
hath told us plainly, So likeuiſe ye, when | 
ye ſhall ſee all theſe things, know that tt 
is near, even at the Door, Seeing then | 
that all theſe Things ſhall be diſſolved, 
gohat manner of Perſons ought ye to be, 
in all holy Converſation and Godlineſs © 
Mark 13. 29. 2Pet. 3.11. 


But I muſt ſtop. The deep Senſe of 
theſe Things has carried me too far, 
my Deſign in this Preface being only 
to introduce ſome Heads of the follow- 
ing Papers. All that I ſhall here make 
as an Apology for this Undertaking, is, 
that it is not with any Deſign to ag- 

ravate any Party: And if any harſh 

xpreſſions have dropt unawares, they 
| | are 
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are not intended againſt their Perſons, 
as Men, but their Corruptions and Errors : 
For as all Men are equally the Work- 
manſhip of God, ſo are they with me. 
I hope in God to do them good, which 
is the only Defign of theſe Sheets, to per- 
{wade Men to Peace, Love, Charity and 
Moderation, and to call Men from the 
Shadow to the Subſtance of Religion; 


from the Form to the Power of Godli- 


neſs. And if in theſe Things they ſuc- 
ceed, ( tho? they in other Points fail, diſ- 
putable or of leſs Moment ) give God the 
Praiſe, and I ſhall rejoyce. 


Newport, Rhode-I/land, 
Jan. 1. 1728, 
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Micah 6. 8. 
James 1. 28. 
Gal. 6. 15, 16. 


EVER in any Age of the World 
x was there more Enquiry after 
Knowledge than in theſe Times, 
and an uncommon Experience 
Hofit in this Iſland. The Sons 
of Adam ate now as buſy as ever himſelf wa 
about the Tree of Knowledge of Good an 
vil; ſhaking the Boughs, and ſcrabbling 
for the Fruit, whilſt J fear many are un- 
mind ful of the Tree of Life. And tho' there 
e now no Cherubims with their flaming 
word to fright Men cf from it, yet the 


way 
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time fee that Day dawn which the Apoſtle 


have a thick and gloomy Darkneſs with 


ſuands of Controverſies diſcuſſed, infinite Pro- 


compleatly furniſhed with all kind of Know 


2 Tbe Caſe of  —Se&.1. 
way that leads to it ſeems "to be ſolirary 
and untrodden, as if there were but few 
that had any mind to taſte the Fruit of 
it, Gen. 3. 24. 5 | 

There be many that ſpeak of new Glimp- 
ſes and Diſcoveries of Truth, of dawning 
of Goſpel Light: And no queſtion but God 
hath reſerved much of this for the very 
ng and Sun-ſet of the World ; for in 
the laſt Days Knowledge ſhall be encrea- 
fed. But yet I wiſh we could in the mean 


ſpeaks of, and that Day Star ariſe in men's 
Hearts. I wiſh while we talk of Light, 
and diſpute about Truth, we could walk 
more as Children of the Light. Whereas, 
it St, John's Rule be good, that no Man 
truly knows Chriſt bur he that keeps his 
Commandments, it is much to be ſuſpect- 
ed, that many of us which pretend to Light, 


in, overſpreading our Souls, 1 Fob 2. 4. 


There are now many large Volumes and 
Diſcourſes written concerning Chriſt, thou: 


blems determined; ſo that our Bookiſh 
Chriſtians, that have all their Religion in} 
Writing and Papers, think they are now. 


ledge- concerning Chriſt, And when my 
; EEE ee 
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ſee all their Leaves lying about them, they 
think they have a goodly Stock of Know- 
ledge and Truth, and cannot poſſibly miſs 
of the Way -to Heaven: As if Religion 
were nothing but a little Book- Craft, and 
meer Paper-Skill.' And this I fear will dif- 
cover many of us ( notwithſtanding all this 
Light which every contending Se boaſt of) 
to have nothing at the Bottom but Egyp- 
tian Darkneſs within upon our Hearts. 1/a:, 
58.2. Deut. 30. 11 10 14. Titus 1. 16. 1 Cor. 
8. 2, 3. Rom. 2. 29. 

Moſt think that they know Chriſt enough 
out of their Creeds, Catechiſms, Confeſſi- 
ons of Faith. And is there not many of 
the more learned; if they can but wrangle 
and diſpute about Chriſt, they think they 
are ſafe? There is no need of purging and 
purifying of their Hearts. I don't ſay but 
thoſe Syſtems and Bodies of Divinity are 
and may be uſeful in a ſubordinate Way; 
but to feed our ſelves wholly upon them, 
how ſweet ſoever they may ſeem to the 
Taſte at preſent, will prove bitter in the 


End; for it is the Practice our Saviour pre- 


Icribes : He that will do my Father's Wil 
( faith he) ſhall know of the Doctrine whether 
it be of God. John 7. 17. Mar, 7. 22, 23. 
John 6. 63. 1 
It is being God-taught, as well as Book- 
taught, that will juſtify us: It is he that hath 
| 3 on 


" The fe ff” Sect. . 
an Union from the Holy One that hath 
the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling within Him, 
that teſtifys to his Spirit that Gqd is true. 
It is he, and he only, that ſearcheth out 
the deep things of God : For às 20 man 
Rnoweth the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit 
of man wbich is in bin; even ſo the things 
th of God knoweth no man, but the ſpirit of God. 
| Ink and Paper can never of themſelves make 
us Chriftians to beget a new Nature, and a 
living Principle in us; can never form Chriſt 
ſpiritually and effectually in our Hearts. All 
th that we can attain by reading, is to inſtrudt 
5 us, and ſet us in ſuch a Way that leads 
| towards our Happineſs : But that of it ſelf 
"oh can never conduct us thirher, There is 4 
of Spirit in man, and the inſpiration of the Al. 
mighty gives hin Underſtanding. fob 32.8, 


— 


| 
| 9. Eccl. 11.5, John 3. 8. N 

ö 1 The Spirit it ſelf, irs true, is a thing 
T8 of a dark and ſecret Operation, and the 
18 manner of its working in the Soul none 


can deſcry : For as underminers are never 
ſeen till they have wrought their Parpo: 
ſes, ſo the Spirit is never perceived but 
by its Effects, and that the Effect of the 
Spirit it'ſelf, ſo far as it concerns Know- 
ledge and Inſtruction, cannot be of particu- 
| lar Information, for Reſolutions in any 
doubtful Caſe in Mattet of Faith; For as 

it works ſecret in its Operation to them 
A | ſclves, 
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vath | ſelves, yet can no way appear evident t 
nim, others. We have, it is true, the ſath 
rue, | Promiſe of the Spirit that was made 
out the Apoſtles themſelves; yet it muſt 
man acknowledged, that it is fulfilled to us at- 
bir ter another manner: For when the Spirit 
ings | Regenerates any Soul, it infuſes no Know- 
Gad. ledge that is new of any Point of Faith, 
11ke | bur ſends him to the Scriptures, So when 
id 2 it ſtirs him up to Newneſs of Life, it doth 
hriſt not exhibit to him an Inventory of his Sins, 
All I but ſuppoſes them known by the Light of 
rug Nature, and the Scriptures: And what thoſe 
eads Things are that exclude from Salvation, 
ſelf are plain & intelligible to the meaneſt Capa- 
is 4 city- St. Paz! tells us in Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. 
Aud on the Contrary, our Lord will anſwer 
2.8, that Queſtion, How readeſt thou, Luke 10. 
| 26, 27, 28. From theſe and the like Places, 
we may ſafely draw concluſions, — 


F 


hing 
| tha our State, from the Conformity of our Li 
none to the Love af God and our Neighbours... 
ever i: 311 - | | * 
irpo: . As to the Chriſtian Religion, and thoſe 
but | Laws Chriſt hath made neceſſary, they azg 
” the not many, that we need to be ſcared at 
now- them, Many are apt to think becauſe the 
ricu- Þ Bible is a great Book, conclude, that 0 


any Divine Laws to be almoſt numbetleſs, a 
or as [10 indeed they are, as they are improve 


hems | and multiplied, by gur Diviſions. But ather- 


Ives, I 4 Ways, 


6 | The Caſe of Seeg l. 
1455 the greateſt Part of the Bible confiſts 
of Hiftory, and Relation of Matter of Fact, 
and of pious Men's devour Prayers 'and 
Praiſes. And in the preceptive Part, there 
are very many Laws that are abrogated, 
and never concern Chriſtians. And thoſe 
which are of Force, are many of 'them 
abundance of Times repeated and inculcated. 
latth. 22. 37, 38, 39, 40. Gal. 5. 14, 15, 
tus 2.11. 12. 
In ſhort, our whole Duty may be brought 
into a very narrow Compaſs. St. Faul re- 
duceth it to three Heads, Sobriety, Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Godlineſs; our bleſſed Saviour 
to two, The Love of God and our Neighbours : 
And the Particulars of each of rhefe are 
eaſily and quickly learned: Nay, they are 
generally written in our Hearts, as St. 
aul tells us, moſtly they are the plain DiQt- 
ates of natural Reaſon. It is not an airy No- 
tion of Chriſt & his Word ſwimming in our 
Brains, but Chriſt really dwelling and 
living in our Hearts. He is the beſt Chri- 
ſtian whoſe Heart beats with the trueſt 
Bend toward Heaven, and not he whoſe 
ead ſpinneth our the fineſt Cobwebs. 
Chriſt came not into the World to fill our 
Heads with meer Speculations, to kindle a 
Fire of Wrangling and contentious Diſpu- 
rations among us, whilſt in the mean time 
our Hearts remain all Vice within We 
0 
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God, and; Inhumanity towards. our Neigh- 
bouts. There is. a, Set of Bigots in; the 
World of both, Sexes, that I Iook upon to 
be not only the greateſt Enemies to Re- 
ligion, but to Unity, and the worſt Diſtur- 
bers of Mankind » And were it not for our 
Diviſions, that they are chiefly made Tools 
of, they of all in humane Shape would 
be the lealt-efteem'd of. 8 

It is very rarely known that ever ſuck 
made good Magiſtrates, good Miniſters, 
ood Chriſtians, good Subjects, Neighbours, 
lusbands or Wives. 3 
The two grand Impoſtors of this Age, 
are, pretended Leal, and a Pretence o 
the Spirit: And if they be zealous, what 
dare they not do? And when they pre- 
ſume they have the Spirit, what dare they 
not ſay? Let the Spirit is not to be ſe- 
parated from her Office, becauſe Dreams, 
or rather the Co-operation of Men's Luſts, 
do paſs for Revelations. Therefore we are 
commanded to try the Spirit, whether it 
de of God, and not to believe every Spi- 
tit; that is, every pretended Inſpiration. 
And this is the Method we. are to iy 
them by, their Agreement or Diſagreemen 


to, or from, the Word of Truth. And in 


this Word the Spirit of. God .teacheth to 
be zealous and not cruel ; to be devout 
and not ſuperſticious ; to hate Idolatry and 
OE, not 


All, How long a good Moral Man bath 
1 
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not commit Sacriledge; to ſtand faſt in our 
Chriftian Liberty, and not make it a Cloak 
of Maliciouſneſs, Teaches Liberty, yet com- 
mands Obedience to Superiours, all from 
one and the ſame Spirit. There is nothing 
more talked of in rhe World than Religi- 
on, and nothing leſs underſtood. Man 
upſtart Novices there are in the World, 
who pretend they have the Spirit above 
Meaſure, but know not what at the ſame 
Time it means. They are ſpiritual in the 
Twinkling of an Eye; they know not how, 
nor no Man elſe. Ats 20. 29, 30. Mat. 24. 
24. I Jobn 4. 1. 

Ir is to be feared, that the Name of 
the Holy Spirit and Chriſt, is chiefly made 
uſe of ro ſerve our Luſts and Intereſt. We 
fay, Lo here is Chriſt, and, lo there is Chriſt, 
in theſe and thoſe Opinions Whereas in 
Truth, Chrift is neither here nor there; 
or any Where but in that Soul where the 
Spirit of Chriſt, where the Life of Chriſt 
dwells. Do we not make this and that 
Opinion, this and that outward Mode, Form 
and Geſture, to be the Wedding Garment 
and boldly Sentence thoſe to utter Dark- 
neſs that are not of us. He is a good Mo- 
ral Man, but he's a Churchman, a Quaker, 
a Baptiſt," a Presbyterian, ſaith one of ano- 
ther. I would put the Queſtion to them 


been 
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been ſuch a Monſter? What is the De- 
eatogue, but an Abridgment of Morality 5 
What is Chriſt's Sermon on the Mount, but 
an Improvement of it? And now, ſhall 
civil and honeſt Converſation be counted 
the Mark of a Reprobate? Is this the 
Fruirs of our Divifions, that Religion muft 
confiſt in Modes and Forms, in Words and 
Phraſes, while Juſtice and Mercy ſhalt be 
expoſed as Monſters. Exod. 20. Matt. 5. 6, 
7. Rom. 2. 14, 15. Rom. 14. 17, 18. 


But they will one Day find to their 
great Surprize, that he only that builds 
Bp his Morality, Juftice and Mercy upon 
his Faith in Chriſt, and keeps a gocd Con- 
ſcience, and doth to others what he would 
have others ſhould do ro him, fhall, I que- 
ſtion not, enter in, and have a Manſion a- 
bove ; when the uncharitable, ſpeculative, 
and ſeraphick Hypocrite, who decree for 
God, and pre-ordain their Places for them- 
ſ-lves, ſhall be ſhut our of the Gare cf 
Bliſs. How ambitious are Men in this Age 
to be accounted uſt, and how unwilling to 
be fo. How loud are moſt to condemn Sin 
in the Preſence of others, and then make 
themſelves as inviſtble as rhey can, that 
they may commit it? What a Sin is Un- 
cleanneſs in Publick, and what a Bleſſing 
in Private? 5 | 

With 
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With what Gravity and Severity will 
à corrupt Judge threaten Iniquity, give 
Sentence to whip the Thief, and hang the 
Murderer, which is no other than hanging 
and whipping himſelf by Proxy. How doth 
the World abound with Oppreſſors, and 
yet moſt Saints. - That ſo many ſhould for- 
feit their Honeſty, and yet count their 
Election ſure! Rom. 2. 1, 2, 3. 
When I ſee a Man officiate in a great 
Audience as an Ambaſſador of Chriſt, with 
his Hands lifted up to Heaven, rolling his 
Eyes with a compoſed Countenanee. When 
IJ hear him mightily gifted, zealous in Pray- 
er, and as loud in reviling the Iniquity 
of the Times, and crying as loud for Re- 
formation, as the Idolatrous Prieſts did up- 
on Baal: Or when I hear one preach up 
Unity, Peace, and Uniformity, and againſt 
Hereſies, Schiſms and Hypocriſy, I begin to 
think, I ſee an Angel in his Flight mount: 
ing up towards Heaven. But then, after all 
this ſhow of Devotion; after all this Zeal; 
and in the midſt of all this Noiſe, when I 
Tee him to be a Man ſwell'd with Pride, 
void of Charity, practice Flattery, uſe Pat 
tiality ; and in ſhort, to be quite che Re- 
verſe to what he teaches. Lev. 10. 3. 
P/af. 50, 16, 17. 2 Cor. II. 133 14 15. £ 
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' Sach' Men may be proper Ad vocates to 
promote the Kingdom of Darkneſs, but ne- 
ver can that of God and Religion. It is 
an imprudent thing for any Man to pre- 
tend, that he is concerned that others ſnhould 
glorify God and keep his Laws, when he 
is ſo ready to diſhonour him himſelf. Such 
Men ought to be diſcarded, as Uſurpers 
of ſuch Offices, as in Right only belong 
to good Men. Such Men may talk grear, 
and cry aloud for God and Religion, yet 
at the ſame Time are the greateſt Enemies 
to both : For it is a Diſcredit to the Cauſe 
they maintain, that they are known for 
Men that ſpeak never a Word true. Who is 
Jult and righteous in a Lay Capacity, ſpeaks 
more than the other; for his exemplary 
Life may gain ſome Proſelites, bur the 
Former is likelieſt to make more Atheiſts - 
For how many have been brought to be- 
lieve that Religion is nothing but Prieſt- 
craft and a Cheat, when they have ſeen 
Men of that Order who talk like Angels, 
and live like Devils? As to this we need 
but caſt our Eyes upon the perſonal Deport- 
ment of too many, God knows, of the Teach- 
ers of each Sect. What an Air of unchari- 
table Starehneſs do they ſhow towards each 
other, and upon the leaſt Difference that 
happens, even with Men of their own Or- 


ier and Communion ? What Enmity and 


111 
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ill Nature do they generally difcover, and 
what Backwardneſs to a Reconciliation ? 
And as to the Language at every Turn they 
give one another, none can be ignorant, 
that have ever read their Books of Con- 
troverlys; for they generally make mani- 
felt to the World what Spirit they are of, 


whatever becomes of the Truth of their 


Arguments: For he that hath not the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, is none of his. For the Wrath 
of Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of 
God, ſaith St. Fames: And St. Peer is more 
full, 1 Per. 3. 15. But ſandliſy the Lord God 
in your Hearts, and be ready always to give 
an Anſwer to every Man that asRkeah 9 
4 Reaſon of the Hope that ts in you, wit 
Meekneſs and Fear, Jam. 1. 20. 

W har Man will ever be convinc'd in things 
that are ſacred by a Railer, or perſwaded 
by an angry Man? Neither will Men be 
2 or hettor'd out of their Errors or 

iftakes. It is the Men of this Kidney 
that in all Ages have been the moſt mif 
chievous to the Church's Peace; for the 
Truth it ſelf is ſuſpected from the Mouth 
of ſuch Men. err 90 

Such indiſcreet and furious proceed ings i 
have been the only Means that have crea- 
ted that ill Blood that is among Chriſtt 
ans; and not only exaſperates Men's Minds 
againſt the Truth and one another, * de- 

roys 
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ſtroys all Charity, which is the Life of 
Religion. | 

Spiritual Pride, the Sin of the fallen An- 
gels, and the Love of Money, which is the 
Root! of all Evil, have been another lead- 
ing Cauſe: of the Church Diviſions. 


13 
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SECT, I. 


Job. 1 1. 7, 8. 
I Cor. 13. 2. 
1 John 3. 10, 


AST we our Eyes to the Reformation: 

From a ſmall Beginning, ſtarted by 
Calvin, concerning God's abſolute Decree of 
Reprobation, what a Bone of Contention 
inflamed all Chriſtendom, and to this Day 
is made a ſtanding Maſter Tenet of a Sec. 
And this one would think ſhould be as un- 
grounded a Perſwaſion, and have as little 
to warrant it from Scripture or Reaſon, 
as any that yet were ever received. For 
what dot h it leſs but reflect upon ſome of 
the moſt glorious Attributes of God, and 
in Effect to make God to have two Wills 
one contrary to the other, his revealed Will 
and his fecret Will. In his revealed Will 
ene would think that nothing could be 
more clear and expreſſive than that of 

E Ezekiel, 


14 The Caſe of Sea. II. 


Ezekiel, in which we have not only the 
Word of God, but his Oath, that he taketh 
no Delight in the Death of the Wicked; 
and that Chriſt ſuffered Death for every 
Man ; and that he concluded all under Sin, 
that he might have Mercy upon all; and 
that Faith and Repentance ſhould be preach- 
ed to every Creature, to all Nations, be- 
ginning at Jeruſalem. Luke 24. 47. Deut. 


29. 29, Ezek,18, 32, Rom. 5. 18. Rom.11.32. 


| Now will any Man dare to affirm from 
thoſe and the like Declarations of God, 
that he ſhould call Men to Repentance, 
whom he hath bound in Chains by an ab- 
ſolute Decree ; and to Salvation, whom he 
hath damned from all Eternity? Theſe are 
Principles that are very ſhocking and ter- 
rible. One would be amazed to think how 
they ſhould be entertain'd by Men, and not 
a few of theſe Times, of great Parts, and 
otherways well eſteemed. But they were 


Men, and fallible Men might be deceived, 


and deceive others. 


Whatever they were, we know that ſe- 
cret things belong to God, and what is re- 


vealed to us and our Children: We are no 
where commanded, that I know of, to pry 


into thoſe Secrets. But the wholeſome þ 


Counſel and Advice given us in God's 
Word, is this, ro make our, Calling and 
pf FFF 


h% Blu ed P P oc —_——C mM cc. 


Religion Conſider'd. 15 


Election ſure, and to purge our ſelves from 
Sin; then ſhall we be Veſſels of Honour. 
We have no Warrant (as I faid ) in Scrip- 
ture to peep. into thoſe hidden Rolls and 
Volumes of Eternity. Thoſe divine Purpo- 
ſes, whatever they be, are altogether un- 
known and unſearchable by us: For pro- 
bably in our ſoaring too high, we may be 
ſtruck back with Lightning, 2 Pet. I. 10, 
2 Tim, 2. 21. 

The Way to obtain a good Aſſurance in- 
deed. of our Title to Heaven, is not to 
dimb up to it by a Ladder of our own un- 
gfounded Perſwaſions, but to dig as low 
as Hell, by Humility and Self Denial in 
our own Hearts. And though ſome may 
think this may be the fartheſt Way abour, 
it is certainly the neareſt and ſafeſt Way 
0 it, God's ,everlaſting Purpoſes are too 
lzzling an Object for us poor Mortals to 
lee into. 


olinels, as they are refleQed in our own 
earts,, and there to read the mild and. 


Fenrle Characters of God's Love to us, in 


dur Love to him, and our hearty Com- 
liance with his heavenly Will. We ſhall 
ot then care for peeping into, thoſe hid- 
len Records of Eternity, to ſee whether 
zur Names be written there in golden Cha- 
ters, No: We ſhall find a Copy of God's 

E 2 Thoughts 


It is far eaſier and ſafer for us to 
look 7 8 the Rays of his Goodneſs and 


\ , OE The Caſe of SeR, II. 


Proper Effect ef Faith, and upon Faith an 


Thoughts concerning us written in our own 
Breaſts: But on the Contrary, all our Con- 
fidence of our being Ele&ed, without Ho- 
lingſs, we ſhall find many a cold Qualm 
ſeizing upon our Spirits and telling us to 
the contrary. 

Another of the ſame Stamp ſprung up 
about the ſame Time; that Controverſy 
about Sanctification and Juſtification, which 
now are made the diſtinguiſhing Tenet; 
of ſome SeQts; taken from the ſeeming 
Contradiction of St. Pau! and St. James 
We are not juſtifyed by Works, but by 
Faith, ſaith St. Pal: And not by Faith, but 
by Works, faith St. James; and yet both 
true, and fo eaſy, reconcilable and plain 0 
themſelves, that how they ſhould become 
the Cauſe of ſo great Contention, is no 
leſs ſurprizing. Rom. 3. 28. Jam. 2. 24. 


As it is a Truth, that no Man can ge 
unto God, before he believe that God i 
what Madneſs is it to believe in God, ane 
ſee the Way to Eternity, and nor walk | 
it? For if I believe Chriſt in God, it wil 
follow that I muſt worſhip him: And il 
he died for Sin, the Couſequence is plait 
we muſt die to Sin: And if he ſo loved u 
the Conſequence is alſo as plain we oug! 
to love one another; for Charity is the 


Chari 
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Charity we build our Hope. Lake 6. 46, 47. 


Of ſmall Beginnings, what mad Work 
hath proceeded even from things of leſs 
Moment, in Externals, and of meer Circum- 
ſtances of Religion? Firſt, at the broaching 
that Controverſy of the Subject and Mode of 
Water-Baptiſm : From a ſmall Spark of Diſ- 
contentment, headed by wicked Agents, on 
a ſudden fo inflamed and exaſperated them, 
that in 1525 in Germany, were no leſs than 
Fifty Thouſand innocent Perſons maſſacred 
at one Time, and conſiderable more at ano- 
ther, They began, as their Pretence was, 
for a Reformation in the Church, and par- 
ticularly that of Baptiſm ; but they ended 
with the depoſing of Civil Magiſtrates, and 
the Deſtruction of the People. 1 Per. 2. 16, 
17. Mat. 7. 16. 

It would be too melancholly a Reflection, 
and too long to inſert in theſe Papers, of the 
inhumane and bloody Tragedy, that under 
the Cover of Religion, hath been acted ſince 
the Reformation among Proteſtants. Every 
Sect acting their Part whenever they got 
uppermoſt, not only in England and Scot- 
land, but this Country alſo. They tell us 
it was for Religion, but in Truth it was 
for want of Religion : For if their Religion 
had been pure and undefiled, it would have 
ſaved many à poor Carcaſe from the fun, 
an 
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and wy ſay, many a Soul from Hell, 
And tho' Men's Opinions in other Matters 
Had been as different as their Shapes and 
Complettions ; yet their Agreement in the 
known and fundamental Duties of Religion, 
would have been a Fence and a Bulwark 
ſtrong enough to have kept Contention from 
breaking in with Fire and Sword. The 
Tranſaction of things that are paſt, may 
give us the cleareſt Proſpect of future Events; 
for what is palt may be again: Therefore 
by comparing Men and Things paſt, we may 
thus conclude, That Men of the ſame Prin- 
ciples, acting by the ſame Engines, and 
pointing at the ſame Ends, will not fail, 
whenever it is in their Power, to work the 
ſame, or ſomething of the like Effect. Mat. 
7. 18, 19, 20, 
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SECT. III. 


Gen. 17.10. 
C. n.. 
Ade 3. 


T is a difficult thing to ſtate the Fitſt 
1 Riſe of any principal Error, ( for they 
generally come creeping into the World 
a long Time unnd iſcoverable,) or the firſt 
moving Canfe that ſer them ar Work. A 
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As to the Name or Practice of Re- 
baptizing; the firſt I think we have in the 
19th of the Ads of the Apoſtles: From 
which may be inferred, That after Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, John's Baptiſm was inſuffici- 
ent, as not being baptized in the Name of 
the Holy Trinity; without which Words, 
the whole Chriſtian Church bath ever look- 
ed upon Baptiſm to be null. Anno 250 
this Practice was revived againſt Novarws, 
and his Follower, They denied not the 
Baptizing of Infants, but rebaptized them, 
as they looked upon them before to be 
Hereticks. Anno 380 this Practice was re- 
vived by Donatus, who with the former, 
denied not the baptizing of Infants, bur 
would allow of no Baptiſm good, but his 
own, In 1524 this Practice was revived 
again by one Baltazar, and Nicholas Stock 
in Germany; who not only rebaptized; but 
denied Infants of believing Perſons to be 
lawful Subjects of Baptiſm. 

What was the firſt moving Cauſe of 
ſtumbling into the Error of oppoſing Infant- 


.. |] Bapriſm, is hard to determine; whether 


itſt 
hey 
5rd 
firſt 
| AS 


Reſentment, Intereſt, Conſcience ; or rather 
Enthuſiaſm, Diſtraction; as in Germany it, 
appeared demonſtrable to be the latter. But 
as. their Riſe was ſudden and ſurprizing, 
ſo in like manner was their, Diſappęearance; 
ior both they and their Principles in a Mo- 

ment 
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to Curſe where God Bleſſes, and at 
diſpoſſeſſes its Votaries of all e 


without a Saviour, and in no better State 

but upon a Level with the Heathen World, 

Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, 
» 2, 12. 

But to the contrary, aching can. be more 
plain than that the Covenant God made with 
Abrabam, was a Goſpel Covenant, drawn 
in Ur of the Ca/deans, Four Hundred and 
Thiry Years before the Law; which was 
free from all Terror, and repleniſhed with 
Wall Sweetneſs of Love and Mercy. Bur 
that of the Law was given to Moſes on 
Mount Sinai, with great Terror, as became 
the Glory of God's Juſtice againſt Tranſ- 
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Maſter till the Seed ſhould come. 


Caſt we our Eyes back, even from the 
Creation of the Fade Since God hath had 
2 Church upon Earth in Covenant, Infants 
were included in it. Before the Law, and 
under the Law, and fince the Goſpel. In 
fog] all Countries where Chriſtianity hath been 
8 planted, Infants have been reepiyed | in Co- 
venant with their belleving Parents by Bap- 
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pi nid, - Babylon, and ot fer Pfaess theft 
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den, Helutia, Bohemia, An burg,; Wittenbarg, 
Saxony; With all other Patts of the World 
Where Ohriſtiaus inhahit : All confehr for 
the baptizing their Infants, as founded up- 
on the Word of GGW. 
As wen may obſerve, the Cbvehant ef 
Grave: Fromrthe beginning; is but one And 
the ſame for Subſtance. © Whether vathatr 
made Wirt adam after the Fall, Anda 
that to Noch and Abraban, expreſſod in 
rf hd that fenewed to Us, dex. 
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ng Markstef Churchood, by tiat initiating 


preſſes, was u Scal f the Righteoufneſs af 
Feit A7. Gal. 3. 8, ). 5uhn J. 22. 
And undet the Law we find no Alteration, 

to g he State and Covenant Ptiviledge of 
lafamts ; as we read in Hd. 4. 24. Exod. 1 2. 
48, 49, 50. Numb. 3. 28. Deut. 29.1 T1 2. And 
und erihe Goſpel Diſpenſat ion, this Privi- 

ledge to Infants is far from being difanulld 
by any FTrohihition from Heaven in the neẽ- 
Teſtament, or any Text that looks likelitg 
but glfpgetber to the cont raty, / by inns! 
mezabke Texts that enforce the Practice by 
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Head, which Seed was Chriſt, as 
5¹ i exprefils; rewhom the Promiſe was 


„de fame. Covenant of Grace was re- 
iſhed with Nh and his Family; in- 
cluding their Seed Ge. G. 18 uu. But 


la Seed, with more, viſible: and diftingniſhr- 
Sal gf Circumcifion z which a Sr. Find e 


en, both Teſtaments are very ſparing. The 


omprebends tbe. whole, tefpeaiablybina co. 
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the Jqeus, gave them no. 1 
1uſing khe Temple Worſhip, circumci 
their Childten, partaking of the; Paſſover, 
being cleanſed. accord ing to the Law : Nay, 
they were bound to do it, neither did gur 
Savidur himſelf, nor yet his Viſciples in 
his Life Time; form any Society in a 
of Diſtinction from the Communiom of 5 
Jewiſh Church. It is true indeed be form'd 
bdut ſome Shades; and Deſcriptions of par 
b defign'd to do: For, until out, 
Aſcending into Heaven, the Legal Wet 
bl farion.had not theit Accompliſhments, quring 
a hich»/Thme the Cercmpmial Law; and diffe- 
I tent hetwixt Jews and Genies W = 
| n and the; Reaſon St) Paul 16 
inſdtis Epiſtle: to the. He,. 5 7 For 
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„as much as 390 had a Referen 
Porn and his Sufferings, and the _ 
tion of Mankind : So far their Acts were 
righteous ; but every righteous Actiop is not 
rhe ſame, neither was Fohn's Baptiſm, nor 
Chriſt's the ſame, They differ extteamly 
wide in their Inſtitution, in their Excellen- 
oF, in their Name and Form, as alſo the 
i of their Practice. The Diſtincgion 
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into Ye Pol , that they Proud believe 0 
him 2 a come þ Pal him, that is 7 
Chriſt Jeſus. And when they beard 1 475 they 
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t 18, weaning into his Baptiſt, 195 
primes bf Bap priſm, which the Lord Je 5 
As the great Concern of John was 0 ver 7 
1 the es for a Reception of Chrift, an 


ormation that was to follow; 9 We 


3 lat thoſe of the Jews that contend 
ves accordingly, are diſtingnifhed 
bene reſt of the unbelieving Jews. 


e irth Chaprer to the Romans, the A= 
5 le ſbows us that ſuch were the very 


e that were got broken off, but 
kept their Places in the Church of God, 


28 Alſo their Infants. And herein the A- 
<p 7 0% is very plain, Verſe 16, th 


e rſt Fruit be holy, the Lump ir 
. 707 the Root be holy, ſo are the Branch. 
ef ad Jome of the Branches be broken off. 
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troverſy) ſhould be unchurched, ſeparated 


Priviledges they were in Covenant before 
equally poſſeſſed of. Without ſome Pro- 
hibition to the Contrary from Heaven, we 


have no Reaſon to think any ſuch thing; 


and for any ſuch Prohibition, we are well 
aſſured is not to be produced in any Part 
of the ſacred Records.  e Mid. 1 
As to the Church State of the Jews, and ig 
Relation to Abrabam's Covenant, it is plain, 
ir conſiſted in this, That God was their 
God, and the God of their Seed in their 
Generation, keeping Covenant. Neither is 
there any Command of Chriſt that it ſhould 
be alter'd and abrogated upon their recei- 
Ving of him, but quite the Reverſe, from 
many clear Texts : For as this was that gra: 
cious ſtanding Covenant made with Abra: 
ham from the Beginning, ſo that the Jews 
that did believe, were not by Faith firſt 
caſt out of the Covenant, and then receiv'd 
into it anew by Baptiſm ; their Baptiſm, 
it is plain, continued them in that gracious 
Covenant, under a new Diſpenſation; from 
whence the unbelieving Jews were indeed 
cut off, for their rejetting of Chriſt, be- 
ing a high Breach of the Covenant ir fell, 
for which the Gentiles were graffed in; 
that is, into that very Stock and Cove: 
nant of Abrabam. 


from their Parents in thoſe external Church 
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oſſible, and as directly contrary to the 
ypotheſis of the Quakers as Words can 
expreſs; as may be inferr'd, both from the 
Propriety of the Words, and the Congrui- 
ty of the Senſe: For the very firſt Word 
{ Teach ) muſt be thought to fignify what 
Chrilt uſed properly in other places, name- 
ly, Make Diſciples ; and thus it is expound- 
ed by John, Joh. 4. 1. Otherwiſe they 
would make of it Tautology ; and alſo in 
the Quaker's Senſe, of Baptizing by Teach 
ing, a double Tautology. But that this is n 
Water-Baptiſm, 1 ſhall further demonſtrate, 7 
and that Infants are included in it. 0 
| of 
D 


Now as to the ſeveral Sorts of Baptiſm 
expreſſed in the new Teſtament, ſaving th 
that of John's, Mar. 3. 5. and that of the 80 
Holy Ghoſt, Maz. 3. 11. are not pretended ©, 
by our Adverſaries, to be one and the ſame th 
with that of Mar. 28. 19. ſo ſhall not need 
to inſiſt upon them, nor that of John any fur 
ther, bur a little conſider that of the Holy Ji 
Ghoſt, which the Quakers pretend to. 


ne 

Now we are to conſider, Firſt, the Di 
ſtinQtion the Scripture gives of the Holyſſ Se 
Ghoſt, as being Two fold, the one Ordinty tif 
ry, the other Extraordinary; as alſo of its wy 
different Ends and Deſigns, as well befor? He 


Chriſt ſuffer'd as fince ; and for want 0 
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a well grounded Underſtanding in this, 
Men are generally confuſed. . As for In- 
ſtance, Joh. 7. 39. As it is ſaid, The Holy 
Ghoſt was not yet given, becauſe Jeſus wag 
not yet glorifyed : Yet we know, that Men 
were endued with the Holy Ghoſt before 
Chriſt ſuffered. So in this or the like place, 
we are to underſtand he ſpcaks in a way 
of Eminency, of that of the Extraordinary 
that was to follow. 


Now as to the Ordinary Degree of the 


Holy Ghoſt, it is what Chriſt promiſed in 


Mat. 28, 20, That ſhould accompany his 
Ordinances, in the aſſiſting every Member 
of his Church in the Performance of our 
Duty, and to impower us to do all things 
that are neceſſary to the Salvation of our 
Souls, . . 

But the Extraordinary Gifts are of ano- 
ther Nature: They are ſuch whereby Men 
are enabled to perform wonderful Works 
and Miracles, and that for ſome Extraor- 
dinary Deſigns of Providence. Now we 
never read in the Language of the Holy 
Scripture, of Baptizing with the Holy 
Ghoſt, but in this Extraordinary Way 
So by Conſequence, this mult be the Bap- 
tiſm intended by thoſe People among us 
now, who pretend to baptize with the 
Holy Ghoſt, 
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32 The Cafe of Zest. III. 
And further, it is plain, This is that 
very Baptizing with the Holy Ghoſt inferr'd 
by 7obn the Baptiſt, Mat. 3. 11. and pro- 
pheſied of by Zoe, 2. 28, 29, Compared with 
As 2. 16, 17. As it viſibly was made ma 
nifeſt by its Effects, Ads 1. 3, 4, 5, 


Now that this cannot be the Baptiſm 
that Chriſt intended in Mat. 28. 14. t6 
continue a ſtanding Ordinance to the end 
of the World, will appear from theſe two 
Reaſons, | 5 

Firſt, When we caſt our Eyes upon tha 
Text, As 1. 3, 4, 5. that great Day of Pen- 
tecoſt, What do we ſee there but the great 
Power of God, accompany'd with ſuperna- 
tural Events, eſpecially that of ſpeaking 
divers Languages. Now this Baptizing of 
the Holy Ghoſt and Fire, as ſoon as the 
inſpired Penmen had finiſhed the ſacred 
Volumes, and the Goſpel was well plant 
ed, this extraordinary Baptiſm, with its 
Operation and Effects, ceaſed ; as is evi: 
dent from that Time to this : For Tongues 
and Miracles were not appointed, ſaith rhe 
Apoſtle, for Signs to them that believe, 
but to them that believe not, 1 Cor. 14.22. 
Therefore this cannot be the Baptiſm ex- 
preſſed, Mar, 28. 19, 20. 

Secondly, As it was the great Power of 
God, and the Peſcent of the Holy _ 

the 
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the Third Perſon of the Holy Trinity, to 
whom the Work is wholly to be aſcribed, 
and not to Men, nor by Men; for the A- 
poltles themſelyes neyer took this Honour 
upon them, nor much leſs their Sncceffors 
never pretended to baptize with the Holy 
Ghoſt, Search the ſacred Volumes, and we 
ſnall never find that ever God inveſted any 
Mortal or meer Man with ſo great a Pow- 
er. It is true, the Church of Rome make 
ſome Pretenſions of ſuch a Power inv-ſted 
m them, to grant Pardons ; as they do al- 
ſo pretend to work Miarcles, but they hay 

always come ſhort in the Proof. | 


Beſides this, That Baptiſm of the Holy 


Ghoſt, of extraordinary Gifts, was not uni- 


verſal, nor thought neceſſary in the Apoltles 
Time to give a Perſon Admittance into the 
Chriſtian Church, is plain from Af 8, Bur 
the Baptiſm of Water was General, even 
neceſſary to be applied to thoſe who bad 
received the Holy Ghoſt. For what can be 
more expreſhve than that Text, Acts 10.47. 
Can any Man forbid Water, that theſe ſhould 
aot be baptized, who have received ihe Holy 
Ghoſt. as well as we © * 

And therefore we may ſafely ground 
our Faith upon this, That the Baptiſm our 
Saviour inſtituted in Mar. 28. 19. was Wa- 
ter Baptiſm: And it is further ny 2-6 
rom 
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From the following plain and expreſs Texts, 
- Aﬀs 8, 36. Chap, 10. 47. Chap, 22. 16, Eph, 
5.25,26, 1 Pet. 3. 21. No ſooner hereupon 
than that the Foundation was fully laid, 
and the Holy Ghoſt given, the Partition 
Wall broken down, than Circumciſion be- 
came virtually dead, For ſaving that In 
ſtance of Timothy, as an indifferent Action 
of St. Pau! in a Way of Political Com- 
pliance, we find St. Ferer upon laying the 
firſt Foundation of a Chriſtian Church 2. 
mong the Jews, preſſes upon them the Ne 
ceſſity of Water-Baptiſm, Ads 2. 38, 39 
ſaying, Be baptized every one of you; for tht 
Promiſe is to you and your Children, Ob 
ſerve, he doth not ſay the Promiſe ma; 
to you and your Children, but the Pro- 
miſe 4. Now what was this Promiſe 
but the Promiſe God made to Abrahan, 
Gen. 17. 7. Luke 1. 72, 73. Gal. 3. 17. with 
all the Priviledges to Believers and their 
Infants, as before promiſed, keeping Cove 
nant, with the Promiſe of his Grace here, 
and Glory hereafter. 

The ſame Promiſe St. Pax/ preached tc 
the Gentiles, as a received Principle of the 
Doctrine of Chriſt, that the Children o 
Believers were holy, 1 Cor. 7. 14. That is 
in ſuch a related Senſe as God was plea 
Ted to accept of, with their Parents; that 


both Root and Branch might be ingraft« : 


into 
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ty into the Body of Chriſt's Church. This 
n. was God's Method and Promiſe to Abra- 
oY ham; through his Faith his whole Family 
id, ¶ ſhould be received into Covenant, Gen, 17.23, 
ony 27. And in him all the Families of the Earth, 
Dell to the End of the World, in like manner 
IF ſhould be bleſſed. Gen. 12. 3. In thee ſhall 
ON the Families of the Earth be bleſſed. And 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, This Day is Salvation 
come to this Houſe, for ſo much as he alſo is 
Nl the ſon of Abraham, Luke 19. 9. Te are the 
de Children of the Prophets, and of the Covenant 


39 which God made with our Fathers, ſaying unto - 


* Abraham, And in thy ſeed ſhall all the King- 

doms of the Earth be bleſſed, Acts 3. 25. Can 
any thing demonſtrate more plainly than to 
10'S ſhow, that this was God's Method and 
ef Promiſe with Abraham > That the ſame 
TY End and Deſign ſhould proceed in a Co- 
my venant Way after Chriſt, in Relation to 


VE its firſt Eſtabliſhment ? 

And alſo, Can any thing be more plain, 
than that this was a Goſpel Covenant God 
made with Abraham, of which Circumcitli- 
on was a Seal. St. Paul expreſly declares 
it was, Rom. 4. 11. And he received the 
Sign of Circumciſion, as a Seal of the Righ- 
teouſneſs of Faith, And ſee, Gal. 3. 8. And 
a greater than Pau! confirms it, that Cir- 
cumciſion was not of the Law, even _ 

ohn 


* 
— — _ _ 


Believers and their Infants, accord ing to 
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John 7. 22. Moſet . gave" you Cr. 
eumcifion, nt W 4 Moſes, vat of 
the Fathers. 272 


Object. n Circumciſe iden _ gf ted) 
t but principally un Inftitution<of” the Cove- 
nant of Grace, Why, ſay they, doth St. 
Faul reflify again tu every Man thar is 
© "5rcumeſed, hats be is 4 Debtor r 1s br 
3 Law £9! i > "Dof 


This Objettion will cafily be 9 jo 
when we conſider with whom the Apoſtle 01 
here was diſputing; which were the wick- Ce 
ed Jews and carnal Iſhmaelites, and ſuch ſth: 
who were like to be led aſide by them. 
Such were among them, as it is at this Be 
Day among us, Self, righteous Hy pocrites ral 
truſting in the Works of the Law, having Te 
4 Form of God lineſs, without the Pawer Sa 
Setne boaſted of being the Children off 
Abraham, others of being the Diſciples af pr. 
Moſes, and yet both equally overlookingitheBto 
Promiſe and 'Covenant of Grace mad to 
Abjabam, through Faith: Not conſid e ring 
by the Deeds of the Law, as ſuch, no Ma 

could be.Juſrifedy I 

But theſe were not the 1 of all the 
Jews, bur thoſe, and ſuck of thoſe ashe 
Apoſtles were diſputing with«hhere,vand; rofiwi 
the ſame Effect in orher Taree, } Who * 

7 1 
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7. J ½ truſted in the Law of Works, ſeparate 
of | from that Faith, which Circumcifion was 
a Seal of: For all were not Iſrael that 
were of Iſrael, any more among them for 
w, being Circumciſed, than is among us fot 
e* | being Baprized : For, In Iſaac ſhall thy 
SH, Seed be called. 5 
is} Not but that the Spiritual Seed of 4- 
be brabam, the true Iſraelites themſelves, were 
Jof all People the moſt effentially obliged 
to keep the Law of Moſes, when God 
2d, joins them under that Legal Diſpenſation; 
tle for Circumciſion, the Seal of Abrahams 
ck. Covenant, obliged them to it, as far as 
ch they were able. 8 
m. And that from theſe two Reaſons; Firſt, 
his Becauſe many of theſe Laws were Mo- 
es, ral and Evangelical, eſpecially them of the 
ing Ten Commandments. Secondly, The Legal 
er. NSacrifices, did very lively prefigure Chriſt 
ora Saviour. They were as the Apoſtle Ex- 
prefles, Shadows of good things to come, Heb. 
ol. And where they fail'd in the Per- 
1tofiormance of theſe Laws, ſtrictly of Meſes, 
ng/their Faith through the Promiſe of the 
af Covenant of Grace before made to Abra- 
hen, was to them as an Anchor to the 
theBSoul | | die oe. 
the] For had not that Covenant God made 


ro with Abrahem! been a Covenant of Grace g 
11 vr had that an been difaunull'd when 


that 
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Seed for ever, Luke 1. 55, 72. 10 perform 1b 
Mercy promiſed. to our Fathers, and to tt 


- Set. III. 


that of Moſes, 430 Years after, was given w. 
the Jews of all People muſt have been th 
the moſt miſerabkee. Je 
For the Law, it is plain, and Legalſ to 
Diſpenſation of Moſes, was added as Ati 
School-Maſter, and that chiefly to bring 
Men to the Knowledge of Sin, and to ſhew 
them their own Inſufficiency in keeping 
that Law; that they might through Faith 
place their Confidence in the promiſed 
Seed, which was Chriſt to come. But a 
Toon as Chtiſt was revealed, and by the 
Sacrifice of himſelf upon the Croſs, they 
then were no longer under a School-Maſter: 
For then all the Legal Sacrifices ceaſed 
But the Covenant of Grace God made with 
Abraham and his Seed, continued the ſame, 
Yeſterday, and to Day, and for ever. 


My Covenant, ſaith God, I will not break, 
nor alter the thing that is gone out of my Lips 
Pſal. 89. 34. So expreſſes the Holy Ghoſt 
by the Mouth of the Bleſſed Virgin, As be 
Jpake to our Futhers, to Abrabam, and hi 


member hir holy Covenant, 80 
Now pray, What was this Covenant, but 
the Covenant of Grace, and the very ſame 
after Chrilt that it was before? All the 
Difference is in the Adminiſtration; whict 

E was 


Wl - © Religion Confler d. 39 
em was to this Effect, St. Pax? tells them, In 
en the Room of being Circumcifed, by thar 
Seal. of the Righteouſneſs of Faith in Chriſt 
to come, you are now to be buried in Bap- 
tiſm, through the ſame Faith in Chriſt al- 
ing ready come, Col. 2. 11. 12. The Apoſtle 
aul expreſly tells the Galatian Chriſtians, 
that if ye be in Chrift, then are ye Abraham's 
2d, Gal. 3. 29. For we ſhall be ſaved ( ſays 


he ) as well as they That is as much as 


mo ſay, You are under the ſame Covenant 
of Grace, and are now as much the Seed 
wot Abraham by Faith, as you were before. 


ſed 
71th 
me, 


Mbjett. But if the Covenant of Grace made 
with Abraham, as before related, be the 
Goſpel Covenant, Why then, ſay they, is 
it expreſſed by the Propher, Jer. 31. 31. as ts 
related by St. Paul, Heb.8. of a New Cove- 


ea nant, that God would make with the Houſe + 


7 of Your: 7 
nog a 
's be Anſw. Thoſe Texts, 'tis plain, are to 


Hine underſtood as thoſe in Foe/, 2. 28. ina 
re elf more -vifibly, extraordinarily, and ef- 
but nd ' Gentiles ; and in this reſpect it was 
ame je W. 

the Not but that it was new, in relation 


nichſo the Promiſed Seed made to Adam after 
1 Rs H 2 the 


9 —— 


"thay of Eminency of God's manifeſting him- 


eually, in the Converſion both of Jews 


- - — - > 
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che Fall; ot the Manifeſtation-of 'CHrift in 
the Fleſh, which followed the Law of 
 Meſes take it which way we will. 
. „ Doris au 4 Þ 24 sf 34 


It is in theſe as in ſeveral other Places; 


Phraſes, and Expreſſions, Which are not 
ſtrictly to be taken. Thereby many not 
conſidet ing, are deceived;and deceive orheis: 


Io Inſtance that Text, _ 1. 17. The. Lan 


was given by Maſes, but Grace and Tem! 


Ces by ' Feſus Chriſt. Now this Text 
canno 


t ſtrictly be underſtood, as if Mc 


N not the Goſpel'; for he b 
'wrote of Chriſt, ohn 5. 46. and preach 


ed the Gofpel tothe Iſraelites in the Wil 


derneſs, Hob. 4. 6 Otherways what Faith 


can any Man think, or under what Coy: 


nant were theſe Ste Faul gives a Nelatio 
of, in th&'#f?h and 12th Chapter to 'the 


Hebrews, but that of the Goſpel ; ence! 


Men will be fo abſurd as to imagine tha 
there are mbre Covenants of Grace, ant 


more Gofpels than One: iner 


Before I leavesthis Subject, I am obliged} 
to obſetys the uhreaſonable Obſtinacys d 


the Antipedobapeiſts, in collecting vio 


Texts ag Rh Faith and Repentance 
to the Adult; which whey 


as Only rela 


on Purpeſb being as Evidence to 'oxetudg} 
Infants from Baptiſm : Which is ſb fal laci 
da 20 k Leite that any Erkdenes of ty” 

1 


—— 
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in like Nature would, I believe, not abe al- 
- of lowed in any earthly Court of Judicature, 
I For as it is ythe fole Preropative of God 
to make Laws, and his Wiſdom and Good- 
nels ta proportion them agreeable to the 
Capacity of his Creatures, And when he 
receives Adult Perſons, either Jews or 
Heathens, in Covenant, he expects to re- 
ceive chem in a reaſonable prepared State, 
agreeable to their Capacity, as Adult Per- 
ſons. And when he teceives their Infants 
in Covenant, he receives them in the Ca- 
pacity of Infants. When Abraham was fe- 
ceived into Covenant by Circumciſion, Ne 
was received as an Adult Believer, but 
aithi} uc in the Capacity only of an Infant of 

2 Believer. Nor was this Priviledge pecu- 
liar to Abraban's Natural Seed, but to 
other Believers of the Gentiles and their 
fſnntants, it is plain, Gen. 27. 23. Exad, 12. 
48. Latte 19. 9. Adds 2. 38, 39. This bath 

always been the gracious Wiſdom and Ap- 
pointment of God in all Ages. Nor is it 
at all gabſurd, any more to day thar Infants 
d max bg received into Favour and Covenant 
toſe! with God in this World, through the Faith 
and Obedience of their Fazests, than to 
ay that they have Sinned, apd once loſt 
che. Favour of God, through the Sin of our 


lacy Fitit Farents. gd mon} % . 
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this, that Infants have always become fa- 
tal Sharers with their wicked Parents, of 
God's Judgment in this World, Rom. 5. 12. 
Gen. 6. 7. and 19. 25. Iſai, 6. 21. Mat, 24.19, 

So have they alſo of the gracious Bleſ- 
ſing of God, with their believing and obe- 
dient Parents, Gen. 12, 3. Deut. 7. 13. 28,3, 
Prov. 3.20,7. Mark 10,10, As to God's Pro- 


ceed ings with his Creatures in the other 


World, that is not the Queſtion. Secret 


Things belong to God. Ir is ſufficient that 


God hath told us, that we ſhall in the other 
State be accountable only for our own 
Actions, which ought to filence us from 
being too inquiſitive into his Proceedings 
in this World. For Inſtance, where God 
appoints a ſtrict Inſtitution, we are obli- 
ged ro obey him, as ſuch, Thou ſhalt bave 
uo other gods but Me. And again, where 
God appoints an Inſtitution of Latitude, 
we ought to be as careful ro obey him ac- 
cording to the Terms of that Latitude, as 
the other; and eſpecially in this; of re- 
ceiving Infants of Believers into Covenant. 


But 1 ſhall halfen to a Concluſion; for 


it Would be endleſs to anſwer all the un- 


reaſonable Quibbles of unreaſonable Men: 
For if it were poſſible, they would rea- 


ſon every Truth gut of Countenance; as 


In 


The facred Volumes inform us fully inf} ; 


— 59 © © © A Qu t=3 
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but that we are to perform them. 
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in this of denying Inſants to be in Cove- 


nant, 


But what Boldneſs is it for Men thus 
to call the Wiſdom of God in Queſtion, 
or after this Manner to diſpute the Reaſo- 
nableneſs of his Inſtitution? As, How an 
Infant could enter into Covenant? Deut. 29. 
II, 12. How an Infant could break God's 
Covenant? Gen. 17. 14. How an Infant of 
2 Month old could keep God's Sanctuary? 
Numb. 3. 28. Why Abrabam's Faith ſhould 
be required, and neceſſary before Circum- 
ciſion, and in Iſaac Circumciſion before Faith? 
Why Faith ſhould be required in an Adult 
jew or Heathen, before Baptiſm, and Bap- 
tiſm before Faith in their Infants? How 
an Infant can be ſaid to be made holy, 
or ſanctified, 1 Cor. 7. 14. 

By this way of Reaſoning, every Truth 
may be render'd precarious, and the Wit- 
dom of God diſputed and called in Queſti- 


on: For ſuch People may by the ſame way 


of Reaſoning, as there are ſome that do 
urge, Why Water-Baptiſm is neceſſary 
at all? Foraſmuch as Water of it ſelf clean- 
ſeth not, ſaith the Apoſtle: Nor can Bap- 
tiſm, rhe Seal of the Covenant, ſignify 
more than the Covenant it ſelf. And the 
Covenant it ſelf doth not ſignify to us, 
That we have performed the Conditions, 


This 
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This was the very: Caſe. of the Jews; 
and ſo it is of us Chriſtians, Their Cir-Þ 
cumcifion outwardly, without the Circum- a. 
cifion of the Heart after, became to them te 
as Uncircumeifion. So in like manner to in 
us, outward Baptiſm of Water, can neyef 0 
make us real; Chiiſtians, without that of lo 
the Spirit; for without Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee the Lotd. Tis he only that en- Is. 
dutes to the End, that ſhall te favediÞm 
Therefore let not bin that girdeth on ibs lm 
Harneſs, boaſt bimſelf as be that tputtcihlw 
Heß, 1 King. 20. 11. 1 ol 
No ſooner was Baptiſm Inſtituted, but Yin 
Men began to miſimprove the real Ends and [th 
Deſigns of it; which was the Error of | 
ſome of the Church of Corintb, as is too. fic! 
viſibly the Error Religion groans under at Ita 
this Time. They valued themſelves upon tif 
the outward Ordinance of Baptiſm, and. re; 
made that a Snare to them, and an Occa- 70 
fion of their Diviſions, which was deſigned ah 
otherways; which occaſioned St., Pau, when di 
he ſaw the ill Improvements ey .made 1 
of it, to thank God that he had baptized 
nd more, 1. Cor. % %. * 
All that can be laid of it, or fax. it, it.is 
but the firſt Rudiment of Religion : 1 
Scholar is firſt entered into a Schoof, a8 
St. Paul exprefles, in Heb. 6.1, Therefore 
Caving: abe iel, of tbe Ny, , 
755. "= = iN, 
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Chrif, let us go on to Perfection. How fool - 
ih would it be for an Army, when the 


ate ready to engage an Enemy in the Field, 


to fall into Contention about their Entrance 
into their Prince's Service, and ſo give an 
Opportunity for their Enemies to prevail 
over,” them? Would not that Prince pro- 
claim them as Rebels, unworthy of his 


en: Service? I ſhall leave our Oppdfers to 
make the Application. 


For how awful and 
melancholly muſt be 'the Caſe of fuch, 
Who Tpend their whole Life in this un- 
happy Controverſy of Baptiſm; and ſo reſt 


it in this, as to ſet it up as a Darling of 


their SeQ 7 
But here 1 ſhall draw towards a Con- 


c Eclufion of this Subject, with the Exhor- 


ſtation of our Church, in her Form of Bap- 


tilm. Remember always, that Bapiiſm doth 


ne.frepreſent unto us our 'Profeſſion : Which is, 
Car Bro folllow the Example of our Saviour Chrift, 


| N all to be made like unto hin! That as be 


died aud roſe again for us, ſo, ſhould we, who 
42 Paprized, die from Si#, and rife again un- 


Riphteouſneſs ; continually "mortifying all 


| our evil and corrupt Aﬀetittons, and daily 
18 Tae in all Vertu und  Godlineſs of 
„ , e 5H e 27 


5 Ab 


As for rhe Mode of Baptiſm, to fay exact- 


Bly how It, was performed by the Apoſtles, 


0 


Ino Man now living, without an Immediate 


Revelation, 


a5 
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Revelation, can tell. Some we underſtand 
were baptized in Houſes, ſome in Priſonſti 
and others in Rivers. But whatever wa 
the molt general PraQtice, whether by dip 
ping the Body, or only the Head: Whe 
ther by Emerſion or Effuſion, can be no way 
material ro us; provided the Inſtitution be 
an Inſtitution of Latitude: Then the Mode 
by Emerſion may be very lawful, and that 
by Effuſion as lawſul as the other. Ther 
to what Purpoſe is all our diſputing ? Thatfp 
this Inſtitution was an Inſtitution of Lati 
tude, ſo held and practiced by the Primi 
tive Church, cannot be deny, and who ce 
tainly were the belt Judges in this Caſt 
And of the ſame Opinion is the Nation: 
Church of England, Ads 8. 36, 37. and 10 
47. 
And *tis reaſonable they ſhould, as to the 
Quantity of Water made uſe of : For as Wa 
ter Biptiſm is of a General Concern to all 
Believers, all Believers have an equal Right 
to it. For God hath excluded none, who 
Heart is prepared to receive Chriſt, But 
for any to aſſert, that Emerfion is the one 
and only Mode of Baptiſm, may wirh tha 
Tame Confidence affirm, that all the Faith: 
ful that believe in Chriſt have not an equa 
Right ro Baptiſm with others ; which i 
a4 Doctrine contrary both to Scripture ane 
Reaſon, For what is it that excludes TOY 

| rom 
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H. tom Baptiſm but Unbelief? But accord- 
andſing to theſe Men's Doctrine, bodily Infirmis 
Ities exclude all Men, Women and Chil- 
ren from this Ordinance : The Sick, the 
Decrepid, the Bed-rid; all that are under 
Bonds or Impriſonments, and many others 
Funder the like Circumſtances, too long here 
Mo be inſerted, : 
What an uncommon Degree of Zeal is 
pbſervable in moſt of the Antipœdobap- 
ifs, particularly about the Mode of it? 
is if the whole of Religion depended up- 
n it: That ro be dipt was to be faved, 
bur to be baptiz'd any other way was to be 
cerÞamned ; or that Religion was breathing 
-aleÞput her laſt, But as Ges ſon faith concern- 
ng Women, whoſe Affection Cages 
utruns their Underſtanding; who affe 
ore than they know, and are then moſt 
Iflamed when they have leaſt Light; fo it 
s generally of groundleſs Fancies, and it 
 allÞuilr Opinions. | | 
ig We may judge of Doctrines as we do 
hoſt Men > Thoſe that tend to hard and un- 
ButEiaritabhle Thoughts of their Fellow Chriſt i- 
oneÞns, to prejudicial and miſchievous Effects 
_ theſpeainſt them, to the drawing as it were 2 
ith {Circle of Salvation round themſelves, and 
eaving out all others to be damn'd, or 
y Miracles to be faved, Such Tenets are 
0 harſh and offenfive to Charity, and Bro- 
J T6002 TV. therly 
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therly Love among Chriſtians,” that we] 
may be confident they are not founded b 
on the Scriptures, but on the perverting 
of them. Ein e 
I wiſh I could ſay, we had not the ſame 
Reaſon to make the ſame or the like Re. 
flection on ſome particular Perſons of the 
Eſtabliſbed Church, who ſeem to act from 
the ſame Principles, by contrary Fxrreamsfi - 
Such are thoſe Miniſters who refuſe t. 
baprize by Dipping, ſuch who conſcientif 
ouſly defire it. Such Men act more inert 
cCuſable than the former; foraſmuch as the, 
have ſolemnly engaged themſelves when 
they were ordained, to act conformable t. 
all the Orders, Canons, and InjunQtons d 
that Church, of which this is one; as u 
read in the Rubrick in the Common-Pray 
er:Book, of Publick Baptiſm. The Word 
are theſe; If they ſhall certify bim that ilt 
Child may well endure it, be ſhall dip it in i 
Water diſcreetly and warily, ſaying, &c. 
have heard fome Men in the Pulpit pr 
nounce Separation from the Eftablifhe- 
Church both dangerous and damnable; hu 
Thould I hear it from ſuch a Man as'afor- 
ſald, 1 profeſs I ſhould be doubrful wh 
| ther he thought as he ſpoke ; when at thF / 
| fame Time 1 fee he ſets a Soul at ſo li, 
| tle Value, B hk to ſtep out of his way + 
when it is his Duty, and in his Power 


| 
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be Inſtrumental to fave. it, either in this, 
or in-any.jother..of the like Actions. For 
Nith the Patent, except ye dip my Child 
I muſt ſeparate : And Schiſm is damnable, 
faith the Miniſter. Tl 10 

Now the only way at once to put a Stop 
to this Controverſy, and what in a great 
Meaſure would be the Death of that Seat 


asf - of. Antipœdobaptiſts, is for both Miniſters 


e hens vs, ch Yallens ore ore 


and Members of the Church of England, 
to act and practice upon our own Principles; 
that is, to dip where there is no excuſe of 
Sickneſs or other Impediment. W hoeyer 


therefore would prevent their Childfen 


from falling into the Hands of Rebaprizers 


after their Death, or perhaps to their great 
Sorrow before, is what they ought well to 


contider : For it is not the Subjects of Bap- 
tiſm, but the Mode, that gives a Cauſe and 
a Handle in ſupporting that Se&. The 


[th Truth of which is acknowledged by. Flr: 


all, the Author of the Hiſtory of Infant 
Baptiſm, and all others Who bave had the 
moſt Experience in tbe Controverſies and 
\Humours,,.of ſuch People. Therefore I 
think there cannot be roo. much Care taken 
in a lawful way, to prevent the Innocent 
falling into the Hands of ſuch Deceivers, 
Who with fair Words, and fine, Speeches 
deceive the Ignorant. For common, Expe- 


rtly 


# 
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ſmartly upon the Vulgar, than Reaſon or 
Truth; eſpecially when the Word Damnation 
is fixt upon the Point, as generally is in this; 
that is, to be buried all over in Water in 
Baptiſm, without which there's no Salva- 
tion: When at the ſame Time there is no 
one Text in all the New Teſtament hath 
ſo in Exprefs Words commanded, nor any 
certain Example exactly how ait was done, 
This ſpeaking perverſe things to frighten 
the ignorant, is the exact Maxim of the 
Church of Rome, in that leading Tenet of 
Tranſubſtantiation, pretended from that 
Text, John 6.53. Without which there is, 
ſay they, no Salvation. 

Before I conclude, I earneſtly recom- 
mend the ſerious Conſideration to the Epiſ- 
copal Churches in this Country, that they 
would erect Fonts in every Church, for the 
convenient Dipping the Children of theſe 
unhappy People, it poſſible to reclaim them, 
and bring them into the Boſom of rhe 
Church. Which cannot, I preſume, offend 
any in the Church that is otherwiſe mind- 
ed. This is certainly no more than what 
our Church allows, and ſuch a charitable 
Compliance as the Goſpel requires in un- 
determined Caſes. On the other Side, I 
ſhall conclude in the Words of that pious 
and good Man Mr. Burkitt, in the ſame 
Controverſy, which they would do well te 
conlider of. ee 
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&« For a Cloſe of this Argument concern- 
« ing the Sinfulneſs of Re-haptizing, allow 


« me, I pray you, Liberty in the Name of 
* my Great Maſter, and for the Honour of 


* his Holy Inſtitutions, which have been 
« ſo ſhamefully proſtituted by ſome of you 
* lately in our Neighbourhood, to expoſtu- 
late the Caſe with ſuch of you as have 
* ſubmitred to be baptiz'd over again: Sirs, 
* ] beſeech you ſeriouſly to confider both 
* the Sin committed againſt God, and the 
* Scandal given ro good Men; by renoun- 
*cing your former Baptiſm, you have re- 
* nounc'd your firſt Dedication to God, and 
* your former Relation to Chriſt : You 
* have diſown'd that ever you were Mem- 
* hers of his Body You have prophaned a 
* ſolemn Ordinance of God, and taken his 
* Holy Name in vain - You have condemn'd 
all the Reformed Churches throughout 
* the World, who decry this Practice of 
* yours as an Abomination ; conſider, I be- 


*ſeech you, how you have fallen, and 


* repent, 
„The Way and Manner of applying the 
* Water in Bapriſm, is not poſitively deter- 
* mined in the holy Scriptures : Ir cannot 
* be gatherd either from rhe Signification 
* of the Word, or from the Significancy 
* of the Ceremony, or from the Command 
„of Chriſt; Not from the Signification » 
the 
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« the Original Word, for that ſigniſies 70 
« waſh, as well as to dip; not from the Sig- 
* nificancy of the Ceremony, for the pour- 
« ing out of Water on the Perſon bap- 
„ tiz'd, is as fignificative as the pouring out 
4 of the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring 
« forth the Spirit of Chriſt upon the Chri- 
<« ſtian, (which is the Thing ſignified in Bap- 
« tiſm) as Dipping can be. And farther 
« We meet with no Command from Chriſt 
« to evince the Neceſſity either of Dip- 
„ ping or Sprinkling : We are requir'd to 
e baptize with Water, in the Name of the 
« Father, Cc. but we find no Command ei- 
ther for the Meaſure and Quantity of 
* the Water, or for the Manner of aps 
« plying the Water in Baptiſm, any more 
„than we find for the Quantity of Bread, 
* or the Quality of Wine, in the Lord's 
„Supper. 

„ ] ſhould not trouble this Auditory with 
* the Signification of the Original Word, 
which we render t baptiae, did not the 
* Anabaptiſts confidently aſſert, that it al 
* ways ſignifies to dip, or plunge a Perſon 
or Thing wholly under Water; or at 
« leaſt, that Dipping or Plunging is the 
* primary Signification of the Word; which 
„is a great Miſtake: For the primitive 
Word Bare, (from whence comes Baia) 


— lignifies LO dye, Or tO give a ne Colour,. 
| 1 


© a Metaphor taken from a Dyer's Fat. And 
* altho* I am not fond of Notions gather'd 
from Metaphorical Expreffions, I will ad- 
“venture to ſay: for once, that the Meta- 
« phor may ſerve not unfitly ro remind us 
* of our Priviledge in Baptiſm, whereby our 
* Souls afe made receptive of a new Colour, 
„by being imbued with the Ticture of that 
«Faith which we are baptiz'd into. And 
“as for the derivative Word Borie, 
* ſometimes it ſignifies to Dip or plunge, 
* fomerimes to Waſh or Cleanſe: Thus, 
* Hebr.9. v.10, we read of divers Waſhings 


„under the Law; in rhe Original it is 


divers Baptiſms. Now what were thol=z 
* Waſhings but Sprinklings? Sometimes 
*-Blood was ſprinkled, ſometimes Water was 
* poured forth: No Perſons were Dipped 
or plunged in Blood, yet thoſe Sprink- 
„lings are call'd Baptiſings. Thus allo 
„jn St. Mark 7. ver.4. The Phariſees eat 
not except they Waſh: In the Original 
it is, except they be Baptis d. Now, the 
Manner of Waſhing before Meat is ſuffi- 
*ciently known not to be by Dipping, but 
Aby pouring, Water: See 2 Kings 3. v.11. 
4 Eliſha poured Water on the hands of Elijah. 
We read alſo of their Baptiſms, (or) 
* Wafhings of Beds and Tables many times 
*2 Day, which if done by Dipping, be- 
©fides' many other Inconveniences, it would 

3-440.) W2A1hH 978 OW | 66 have 
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have made the Labeur of the ur in 
& tolerable; and the Buithen inſupportable. 
e Word (Big e) be 4 Wor 
of Latitude, and large ſignification; if 
« it fipnifies as well 'ts Sprinkle and Waſh 
« 25 to plunge and Dip, then för you tc 
« build an Article of Faith upon the Sip 
e nification of the Word, and 'to' condemn 
* our, Baptiſm'as null and void, when the 
Subject baptiz'd is Waſh'd, though not 
„ Dipp'd and plung'd, is unreaſonably Weak 
*and to all Wiſe Men utterly uncon 

< yincing. OPT 
And tho? indeed it be true, as is not deen 
ny'd, that John the Baptiſt and rhe Diſci 
ples of Chriſt did frequent thoſe Rivers 
as of Fordan, and other Places in thoſ 
Times, in their retired Solemnitys for Bap, 
tizing, before our Saviour ſuffered; is nd 
more than what was Cuſtomary with the 
Jews to practice under their Legal Purif 
fications, perpetually frequenting thoſe Ri 
vers in waſhing themſelves and their Cloaths, 
as alſo in their baptizing Proſelytes ro rhe 
Jews, as the Cuſtom was in thoſe hot 
Countrys : Which how it can be any de 
terminate Rule to us, any more than ol 
their holding Publick Aſſemblys for Wor 
ſhip, in the open Fields; who having neiff 
ther Temples nor publick Houſes at Thei 
Command, ſufficient to contain nas 
ers 
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bers, Or What Rule can it be to us, that 
Iſome were Baptized in Rivers, when there 

were ky be we know were baptized other- 
Al Waysz as Ananas, in all Probability, was 
baptaed in his Lodging, ſick and weak, ha- 
ving faſted three whole Days, Aﬀs 9. 18, 19. 
and the Jayler and his Family, which St. 
Nu Faul could not reaſonably be in a Condition, 
Fas we may perceive by his Stripes and Sores, 
to carry them at the dead Time of the Night 
to Rivers or Ponds, Ades 16. 33. And as 
little a Probability is there, that three 
houſand could be baptized by plunging in 
me Day; and I think much leſs Probability 
i there to think, that John the Baptiſt him- 
ſelf could have Strength to baptize all thoſe 
Multitudes that came to him, by plunging 
the whole Body in water. Nay, he muſt 
have exceeded all Mankind, or his very 
M.imbs, in ſo long a Courſe of Time, muſt 
have/been numb. Bur allowing. it probable, 
hat they were baptiz'd by plunging the 
hole Body, yet there is a ſtrong Proba- 
Silicy of the other Side, to believe in the 
ontraxy ; of which Numbers of good Chri- 
-Mijans, have differed in theſe Points, and yet 
ave not ſeperated. Let therefore ſuch 
ake Care of either Side, how they advance 
In Inſtitution upon any Right of their own 
Pleaſure, when it is in its own Nature in- 
liffetent. This was what God detected in 
bers e TW the 
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the falſe Prophets, in ſaying, Thas and thus 


faith tbe Lord,; when thzy Lord by the Pro- 
phet Ezek. 5. 13. declared, never came into 


his Mouth. Theſe things you would do 
well to confider of, my Friends. 


f— 


S'E CE. IV. 


Rom. 2. 28, 29, 
1 Pet. 3. 21. 
Heb, 6, 2. 


NOTHER cauſe of the Church Di- 
viſions is Mens erecting Fundamen- 
tals, at their pleaſure, without any Foun 
dation, or at leaſt overvaluing many things 
which in themſelves are highly to be 
eſteem'd. For when we make them more 
than they are, we in effect make them lels 
than they are, and at laft nothing, and 
of no Uſe at all, Nay, we may make 
that a ſnare to us which was defigned for 
a help. And to mention no more now, 
Thar of water Baptiſm, which it is to be 
teared, the greatelt Number of Profeffors 
have little more to prove their Title to 
Heaven, but that they are Baptized, and 
reſt in that. a , 
This one thing I cannot paſs over in Si 
lence, which is of adult Perſons, as is 
commo! 


ew A533; a= &a  - -o FI @ 


W — wp — = — & & © 


Wk — Hy = 


ons CD 


Di- 
en- 
zun- 
ngs 

be 
ore 
leſs 
and 
ake 
for 
ow, 
5 be 
Tors 
e to 
and 


1 Si 
S 18 
mon 


Religion Conſider'd. 57 


common among us, at Twenty or Thirty 
Years of Age, to ſuffer themſelves to be 
baptized; or if in their Infancy, to fit down 
at thoſe: Years unconcerned: in coming to 
the Lord's Supper, as if it was none of 
their Buſineſs, is ſuch a Myſtery of Hypo- 
criſy and Deluſion, as is not to be ac- 
counted for: Or what fuch People can think 
of themſelves, or thar they are ever the 
more in the Favour of God, for their be- 
ing baptized, and at thoſe Years, without 
coming to the Lord's Supper, or both, with- 
out living a Life of Holineſs, is what they 
ought well to conſider, It is a dangerous 
thing for Men thus to preſume by ſuch 
lame and external Shadows to think to im- 
pole upon God, and thus to trifle with the 
Almighty ; for all that we read of in the 
New Teſtament that were baptized of the 
Adulr, continued in Fellowſhip of Break- 
ing of Bread and Prayer, in all holy Con- 
verſation and Godlineſs. Ads 2. 41, 42,43, 
44, 45, 46, 47. 4, 

The Grand Pretence of moſt People for 
their -negleQing of this Duty, is, from that 
Paſſage of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 11. 29: for fear of 
eating or increaſing their own Damnation : 
And rhe Truth of it is, they have Reaſon 
lo to think, according to the common Lives 
of Chriftians. But then ar the fame Time 
they ought not to put à Cheat upon them? 
| ſelves 


— —— — —— — — —— 


fee the Lord. Dangerous is the State of 
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ſelves, to think they are ever the ſafer in 
not coming there. If they think it is not 
their Duty, why do they not go to the 
Quaſters? And if they think it is their Du- 
ty, as a poſitive Command it is of Chriſt, 
then their own Conſciences will wit- 
neſs againſt them : For if they are ſincere . 
Profeſſors, they need no more be afraid to 
come to this Ordinance than the primitive! 
Chriſtians ; but if they are otherways, Why Ne 

c 

j 


do they read the Bible, if not with an In- 
tent to practice what they read? It will 8; 
but increaſe their own Damnation. Or Ii. 
why do they worſhip God, either publick- II 
ly or privately ? For the Prayers of the Wick- 
ed are an Abomination to the Lord: For the 


Hope of ihe Hypocrite ſhall certainly periſb, Ift 


whether they receive the Sacraments, or fof 
whether they do not. In vain it is forfly 
Men to pretend to Religion, except they Ite 
act upon Principles of Integrity; for with. 
aut Holineſs, ſaith St. Paul, no Man ſhall 


Lukewarm Chriſtians: Dreadful was' the 
Sentence God pronounced againſt the Church- 
es of Sardss and Laodicea, except they re- 
pented, Rev. 2. 1,15. I pray God it is not 
now the Caſe of moſt Churches among us. 


How apt are we in way of Ridicule, topf 
pity the poor Heathen for their ſetting upf ! 
T2 | wooden 


e, t0 


g up 
oden 


rd inances themſelves. 
much reaſon at this day, to dread the 
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wooden Idol Gods, not conſidering how 
many as ridiculous we have ſet up among 
us, and faſhioned our according to the Si- 


militude of our own fond Imaginations, 
For who can be fo ignorant as not to know, 
that thoſe very Externals of Religion, the 


outwatd Sacraments; and Circumftances of 


Worſhip enjoyned by God, and perform'd 
moſt exactly by Men; yet if they be not 
driven to that end for which they were 
commanded, that it is ſo far from find- 
ing acceptance with God, that it is odious 


Jin his fight, 1/27. 1, 11, 12, 13, 14,15, 16,17, 


18. Ji. 29. 13. C66. 3. Amos 5.21, 22, 23, 


An Inſtance of this, as well true as aw- 
ful, was that of the Jews in the time 
of the Prophet Feremiab. They truſted 
wholly in outward Performances and Ex- 
ternals of Religion, and did not queſtion 
but that God was ſo much in love with 
them for them, that they would attone 
for all the Abominations and iniquities 
pt their hearts and lives: Which cauſed 
od to exclaim againſt them and his own 
And have we nor 


ke Conſequence may befal us, and his 
eſentment of thoſe outward performances 
of ours; as they are now not only» become 
Bone of Contention, but in à manner 


are 
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what Reaſon Men, have t. 


ate ſet up as Idols to ee Ad , 
treat 
a valu upon them, I, am il l as Arn. t 


God is a Spirit, and hes w & worſhiped. 
in Spirit and in truth. 235 3 fl 7 
Zohn 4. 29 24. 550: tiving IJ, 

All the! Legal J riteeft with. ten thou- 
ſand Rivers of Oyl, could not mike upfh. 
2 just and merciful Jew. Mic 6. 7 E. 
50. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 4; 

No more can all the moſt exach, exertalſ 
Performances, of themſelves, more up 4 
juſt and merciful Chriſtian. For 1 renk, 
Blbod and Smoak? May 1 add, hat is 
Bread and Water, waſhing and eating, de 
the God of Spirits? For, we cannot Think 
that God commands thoſe. things for any 
Goodneſs in themſelves, but through. h. 
wiſdom was pleaſed to appoint, them te 
help our Infirmities. For the molt we can 
make of them is, but as the cloathing, of 
a man, to a man; the; Bark to the Tree 
or as a ſhadow to the Subltance., For —— 
external of Religion was there ever com 
maided by God, but at ſome 4ime; bath 
been! omitted, and diſpenſed With 2 Bot Bot bes 
Sacrifices, Circumciſion, and: the (Fabdatifur 
were difpenſed with. K/ab-9. Suge, 5. 5Þoc 
Mark 2. 23, 74, 27 14 { Ken 

But where do we: ine 10 
the true Spiritual Worthip, was ever ailh 00 

penlec 


V. 


Fat erer was diſpenſed with in a moral pofi- 
IN tive Law? Whoever had an Indulgence 
p<USoranted him, to defraud, or oppreſs his 
74ÞBrother, to be cruel or unmerciful to him? 
Who ever was unjult on Earth, by Grant 
VEnd Prerogative from Heaven? And much 
 VPFeſs Reaſon have we in theſe days to ima- 
SabSbine that God hath altered his Mind. 1/4, 
Ju} bap. 58, 

nal mould be glad and rejoyce, if in this 
D Point I were miſtaken, and that it were 
'erf@nly the Error of the Jews alone to for- 
F Ser true and inward Sanctity, and to truſt 
ndoppon outward Worſhip, Pomp and For- 
1 Snality: But fad experience may convince, 
anShar the ſame Errors that miſled the Jews 
minder thoſe weak and beggarly Elements, 
1 Wikive in theſe our Days found Admittance 
; COBnd Harbour in the Breaſts of Chriltians, 
Z hat are all the Externals of Religion in 
Fee: Fomparifon, fo eſſential ro rhe Church Uni- 
1210Verfal, as Piety, and thoſe internal Breach- 


Logs of rhe Soul: For ſuppoſe I were in 


Hate Wilderneſs, did my Soul lay, as David 
Bothpeaks, among Lions, yet might I dwell in 
naFhrift. Did Perſecution ſeal up the Church 
„J. Poors, and leave no Power or place to 
Perciſe in thoſe Externals; yet might ! 
joy à conſtant Communication with my 


nel 


dilYog: Otherwiſe, why was their Faith com- 


enſe( 4 J mended, 
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mended, who Wand abour an 91 King 
in Deſatts, My ones ab f 
che Ratti Hab. 51 . 55 57 Ns th 

4.29% 3b. f Kin n ; 

72 Kd bn EN . 0. Gui Ny 
ate all thoſe 'who' live. under 1 e. 00 I 
ment of the e of 165 ion, 
cun ſo teſt in them 8 to thin x1 Wis 


attone for an ill ſpent Life, or 5 


Congregation can be 4 Seb 
fuch Wretches, or to abſolve th 
their Sins. 5 | 
Should God fend a Prop her 2 Aol | 
with the ſame words as, Aforefata TN ig 
once to the Jews, How, would the 
Tutpriſe” us? Even to queſt] on with, 
doing his Command in The e external 1070 
ments and Ordinances, and't tell u 8, he n. vel 
gave us any ſuch Commag fl. 10 ca 00 
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175 Ag eligion by thoſe things 

1 Ve 1 And; a E thoſe things 

10 tat 35 the 6 beyond their proper 

Pounds e Controverſies among 

1 bY ſo. 15 hoe to Religion, that 
Zuge 


oth. ſhatheful and ſcandalous; a5 


concerning the_Surplios, Or- 
on ns, 42 after Ker, =. oh 
) by Ind Godmothers: For, however neceſſary cd 


Mitter 7 ge have been before the Plta⸗ 


fi Nth to Chril ianity, it cannot be now 
19 g us, but to the contrary ; eſpecially 
x 45 3 come Matters of Conſcience, and 


Connie: And as they was 
Cauſe; Offence, and the riſe- 
BE be Bieden ſince the Refor- 
. Ar it is very awful to think, 
92 ath had fo ill an Effect, that 


1 3 a 


0 time in ould, not Work ſome 
n. the He 


I arts of ſuch who ares 
11 19 in the Church, who may be 


an 12 is in, ſo Glorious a Work, as ro 
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2 The Cafe of. Sea. IV. 
It would be a great and neceſſary Point o 
Wiſdom in us, to look back and take à View 
of God's Proceedings with Mankind, of Jude: 
ment and Mercy, What proved fatal t. 
them may be a Warning to us. Look we 
over all the Sacred Volumes, and the Hi 
{tories ſucceeding, to this time, of Jews of 
Chriſtians; So long as they feared the Lon 
and ſerved him, and held tie Truth 
1 ſo long as the Prieſts Lip 
preſerved Knowledge, and what they preach 
d themfelves, and what the ane 
5 hi they practiſed, God was wi 


Bog bleed them; their Prieſts and Biſhonf 


WH had in Honour; their Office was hel 
ſicred; no man durſt take it upon him. Ge 
Was pleaſed with their Worſhip; and hi 


Precepts were made plain to them. Theq 


that benoureth me, ſaith God, I wi 'bonou 
If any one will 4% bis ill, be all A nau 
1 'f Gu, Joh ſaith our Saviour, whether It 


0d, Joh.“ 7. 17. 2 F LHnt 104 


nern 


i arrest was the Caſe; and ahl 


the Cauſes at ſundry times, of God 


be. | fant: As to the Jews] ' why - the 
| 917 trees were ablhoretbe G0 
| mo 7 51 5 adecofjtrempriblet I'wiſh v 
could“ ork hit our Caſetat thisbtime da 


nat Look Ne itte Its tc bel feared Got 
Judgme! 
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matter of Scorn and contempt. 


judgmentz ate heavy upon us, and we di. 
cetn it not, Mal, 2,8, 9, J PINA PETS | | 
Ito. bnidngtM jim 28015293019 >} 5 [| 
| 1616} DIYJotq 1675 Af r 11 
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1 Tim. 1. 5, 6, 5 | ö 
2 Tim. 4. 4, 4. | 1 
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ELL is that Scripture fulfilled, Exam- 


©1 7. 


V ples are more prevailing thanPrecepts? 
Forchow many plain Precepts of the Goſpel, 


both held and profeſſed by the primitive 
Chriſtians, long before rhe Corruptions of 


the Church of Rome, and | conformed to 
by our firſt Reformers, that are now. by 


ſeveral Sects publickly diſowned and made 
IMs: tige TID WR, 

For inſtance, that of Epiſcapacy, the, two | 
Sacraments, thoſe of Baptiſm and the | 
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66 The Ciſe of Zet. IV. 
chis ittan argument that be truth — — 
is of leſs validity? Therefore; 
Perſon infer from am thing 12 bree 
was a daſign 5 Ker by eonfequtnce 
any plain Precepts of the Goſpel. For! 

God hath joyned Me 54. 
rate. For he thas'l bebafes rb feaft "of pee 
Commandments, {xith' our Lord! did deer 
men ſo id do, „alt be called the Juſt Tn th 
Kingdom of. Heaven,' And ye are my Diſeip 
ſairhihegvef he to whatſoever I tdmimiuntl — 
He 1tbibu nofufes me, and relciuvtib no- My" 
Word, bath aur that judgeth hum. The "Wort" 
that I hade ſpoken, it ſball Fudge him at 'thz 
Laſt: Day. Mar 5. 191” John 15. 14. Lake E. 
46. John 12. 48. 

Yet all Truths, a8 1 have ſewn)! at the 
ume time are not equal; There is a vaſt 
Difference betwixt rhe Internals ande Ex. 
ternals of Religion; yet we ought to be very 
cirefut how we {light or put the leaſt Con- 
rempr/ upon any plain'Preceprt;'relting ei- 
ther to the external Order, Ordinances," Sa- 
craments, or miniſtration ; or how we judge 
of their Iſſefulneſs or- Frpediencys Ny ou 
n Say en, 7. 171271314 

„bat bibbase 

It is from this Manim, that the plaineſt 
Precepts of the Goſpel are rendered der 
and ohfrure, from w hetice) many precarigus 
n are hatch'd: For inſtance, Why 

Laying 


190 


„ a — r a a 


bead Bw . „„ x _ 4: w©Tm bY es 4 _ AA 


a =—y— 3 222 


bs 


rot whats pleaſes our ſelves. 


Religion Conſider 67 


Laying en of Hands, and hs by a Biſhop; 
oye gecelſary to 2 due Qual ifieatiom of 
a Gol pe) Miniſter of Jeſus Ghrilt, than that 
$ fa Ptesbyter? A ſecond, Why that of + 
esbyter, more than a Lay Elder? Acthird, 
Why Layingon of Hands ate neceſſary at all? 
And if this Maxim will hold good againſt 
one Precept, I can't ſee why it may not hold 
Ho againſt all, eſpecially what relates to 
xternals of Religion, whether Sacraments 
or, Ordinances, So thereupon wes may 


conclude, the Quaker of all Se&s acts the 


moſt uniform, and the molt orthodox. 
But the plain truth of it is, our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles were of one Opinion, and 
The Apoſtle Faul thought 


they of another. 
it neceflary,to ſend Timothy to Ef beſus, and 
Titus to Crete, to ordain Elders in every 
Cuy, by Laying on of Hands, by Virtue of 
a = only inveſted in them for that 
en 

ims, 
ble an Lend 


3 55 20 Tn, AH Hin. 5. 22. 1090, 


But, às che Laws of Chriſt. are l 


Standard and Rule of our Obedience, we. 
cught,, 49; conſides What pleaſes God, and 
And tho che 


Vorſhig We ategto Pay ton Gad. is Spiri- 


tual N orſhips vet the Iniftrumens: . | 
ies 


t according to thoſe modern Max- 
might have ſaved himſelf the trou- 
ing them, and they in going. 
eb, « [547 F. Lats 6. 13. Alle 14. 23. Tems 
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Bodies are adapted to mote glorious Ends 
and Defigns, than to be paffive, and to 
ſtand in his Preſence like Cyphers. The 


ſame Word that tenches us ro worſhip God 


in Spirit, reaches us td worſhip him in truth. 
And the ſame word that teaches us to wor- 
ſhip him in cur Souls, teaches us to Wor- 
ſhip him in our Bodys. To come into his 
preſence, to how down before him, and kneel 
before the Lord our maker To open our 
mouths, that we may ſhew forth his praiſe, 
This practice we are taught both by pre- 
cepts and Examples, of Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, our Saviour and his Apoſtles. Men, 
Women and Children, and Angels and Che- 
tubins, all proclaim this fundamental, That 
it is the duty of all Nations and families 
of the Earth to worſhip God, and ſerve him 
in our Souls and bodies, both publick and 
private Always to he thankful for his 
mercies; whether we eat or drink, to give 
Glory unto his name. John 4. 23, 24. 1 Cor, 
6.'20. Ha. 95. 6. Pſa. 55. 17. Pſa. 119. 164. 
Dan. 6. 10. Mat. 26. 41. Luke 18, 1, Gen 18. 
13 Juſb. 24.1 3h 3: 
„This is what is ſo Natural and Ef- 
ſential, that nothing leſs than a Spirit of 
detufion can difcounrenance or contemn the If 
practice: Yet there are ſome particular Setts 
among us, of which there'sa very melancholy 
relation of this nature, which is obvious to 
any 
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V. ﬆt 

nds de leaſt . 9 of them; 
i 8 thoſe whoſe Piinciple EP 

Phe rin fan t the expreſs qvord o Gr — 

Tod tal . — | e pela Wl, 0 

1 — N e r Farber whigh 

or- 4 in Here, Ke ut they lay, Whez ye 


ray, . not Our F Father, but fometbing PIC 
—— as confequenee that attends. 15 
Doctrine, is, the diſcou raging of 11 
Inily.Prayens : An as private and famil 
i A As ror 5 7528 | 
om o lit upon EKatrth; on these 
5 the other muſt have — 5 dif- 
rem effect. For howſoever lawful Ex- 
te. Empore Prayer. may be in thoſe who have 
har Gift to | expreſs themſelves decent and or- 
erly, as becomes poor Mortals in the pte - 
ace of God; yet by common experience 
b ow; the greateſt number of Chriſtians. 
e duty it is to live in this practice, 
ive — not ; efpecially the ignorant and Your 7 
Vs f different ages, as alſo. numbers. of, g 
64. eaple of fa more knowing Capach 
18. Nquirg the, help of others. It fis for t 
1 no doubt that God hath been pleaſe 
ama Latitude in this practice, and to 
Furage ws in it by his Sons command and 
Na Lok, 31. 2. Folin ch 19. 71 9. 
Tele 5. 17, 1 In, g. S. & 4. J. {4 27. 10. 


H. 103, 23. H. 58. 22, a3. IV e That 
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What the effect this principle hath prajjnd 
duced, and the number of prayerleſs FamilieÞi!F 
it has made in the world, we in this placim 
in ſome degree have the experience to knoyſ/n 
by its votaries. What avowed Enmity angb0! 
contempt do moſt of them diſcover again 
family Devotion, refuſing not only to joy 
in Family Prayer and at a Common ' Tablp / 
with others, but give juſt Grounds to Mif'” 
truſt, char they tele make no ConſicF'*; 
ence of it. I ſhould be Glad if in this poinfſonc 
T were miſtaken; but this I ſhall Leave tot! 
the Determination of others, and their on 
Conſcience, which to God and themſelyqp v 
is as a thouſand Witneſſes. 2 Cop, 10. 140. 
Luk. 6.46, Iſa. 65.5. Luk. 18.9, k 


It is a very awful thing to think, that | T 
Fundamental a Practice ſhould be diſregar0d 
ed by any People who bear the Name 
Chriſtians. They may pretend what thy 
will, bur they little deſerve the Nama! 
They have a Zeal of God, but not according 
Knowledge. They make their Boaſt of Goſttl 
but in Works' they deny him: For their ufer. 
charitable Actions towards Men are Manr' 
felt; their Actions towards God are'borſÞpori 
bruitiſh and ungrateful. 1 Cor. 10. 30,31, 3Þ C 
y'Corn/13.% 10.7 aw 

In vain is it for Men to boaſt of thisKnowp'ay 
ledge, and to ſhow a flaming Zeal for Goff F. 
” 6 al: 
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piahnd in daily peruſing his Laws, and ever 
jlielliſputing about Religion, while at the ſame 
lackime they never ſer themſelves to practice ir. 
no 8 if 1 TAO read a wy ary times over 
joſe-or the like precepts, When ye fray, ſay, 
air Farber. Watch and pray. When — — 
joy enter into thy Clojet. Men ought always 
abl pray, and not to faint, Wheiher ye eat or 
Mift}ink do all to the Glory of God; For they 
nſchre ſandtiſied by Frayer, and yet live in an un- 
oinfloncerned ſtate of Life, as ro this practice, 
e t$oth as to my felf and family? What is 
owſlis leſs than profeſng to know God, but 
ren works to deny him? Fob 27.8.9, 10. Fer. 
. 120.25. Lak, 11. 2. Mat. 26. 41. Mat. 6. 6. 
K. 13.1. 1 Cor. 10 31. | 


To live in a conftant Communion with 
0d by Prayers, through a feeling Senſe of 
is Love to us, and ours to him, is the 
Sreareft Bleſſing we can enjoy on this ſide 
Seaven,-and the greateſt Ornament to any 
amily.: For every ſuch Family becomes a 
Iittle Church, and every Perſon in it a mem- 
xr, This was the Practice of the Primitive 
hriftians ; eſpecially at the leaſt, every 
worning and Evening, to make their Prayers 
> God, and fing a Pſalm. Therefore let 
uch who are Contemners of a Form of 
ayes, take care they don't loſe the Spirit 
FF Prayer... P/al. 65.2. Eſal. 55. 16, 17. 
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We may be well affured, the Neglect t 
this Duty by Men profeſſing Cliriſtianity 
muſt proceed from ' ſome illegal Warran 
and falfe Principles, or à carnal Spirit e 
Infidelity, or both, It is indeed very ſy 
prizing to think, what ftrange Apprehen 
ons ſome People have of Religion, and 
their Duty to God By their Practice the 
ſhow as if it only conſiſted in ſome fe 
Syſtems of dry and barren Diſputations; 
to give God their Preſence ſome few Hon! 
in Publick one Day in a Week, with fo 
ſmall Degree of Reverence. And how m 
ny of the Hearers of ſeveral Congregationg P 
with no more Expreffions than two or thre 
Amen's, if that, return to their Habitation n« 

in 
w 
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unconcerned, and go no more to any Privay 1 
or Family Duty all the week; and perha 
live in this Courſe all their Life; and ri in 
is what they call Religion: Sit down cu 
eat, lie down in their Beds, riſe up unc Ce 
cerned as to any Duty they pay to Goff fa! 
as the bruit Beafts, that are void of a fe: 
Senle of the Goodneſs and Providence 
God, and their Dependance upon him, I 
A, 0. 1 Cor. 10. 3. 120.7] 
Of theſe Sort there are ſome that are t 
proud, and aſhamed to bow their Knees eit 
the Almighty; others too holy, or at le: 
reckon themſelves. in fo great a State Iple 
Perfection, they think they have no nei by 
e.ſpecia 


j 
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eſpecially to ask Pardon for what they are 
not guilty of, that is, Sin. Some there are 
that /neglet this Duty becauſe they ſee 
ſome others that do not profit by it, who 
keep up a Form of Godlineſs, without the 
Power of it in their Lives. This is an Ob- 


—— indeed that deſerves no Anſwer. 
owever, by the ſame Rule of Reaſon, they 


Jought neither to eat nor drink, becauſe 


ſome abuſe thoſe Creatures to an Exceſs of 
Glurtony and Drunkenneſs, Others again 
our of Conſcience negle& this Duty, as 
they are taught from their Teachers and 
Principles, not to Join in Prayer or Family 


hire Devotion with any but their own Sect, and 


not to uſe any Form of Prayers, and here- 
in find themſelves inſufficient to expreſs 
words ſuitable on fuch a ſolemn Occaſion 
in an extempore way - So that by the Dith- 
culty and Uncomfortableneſs under their 
Condition, having no other Recourſe, they 


tay it afide, This is the Caſe, it is to be 
feared, of moſt of rheſe unhappy People. 


1 Tim. 6. 3, 4. Job. 15. 4. ©/al. 50 23. 


In ſhort, whoever negleQs this Duty, ex- 


gcept upon extraordinary Occaſions, mult be 


either downright Hypocrites, Unbelievers, 


For miſguided from ſome malignant Princi- 


ples: This is the very Character deſcribed 


by Job of a Hy pocrite: Will be delight bim. 


ſelf 
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74 The Caſe of Sec. V. 
elf inthe Almighty * Will he aluays call 
3 God? Job 27. 2 W hich is as much 
as to ſay, He will not: His Religion is not 
all of a Piece, it is by Fits and Starts, 
as he is ſometimes frightened into it by 
God's Judgments, and at other Times mo- 
ved from ſome carnal Motive of Applauſe, 
Intereſt, or Love of a Party, or to be ſeen 
of Men, Mat. 6. 2, 6. And the plain Truth 
of this will appear, were we ſtrictly to 
trace the Actions of moſt Profeſſors, For 
inſtance, With what an unbecoming Poſture, 
not to ſay loud and noiſy, do we ſee ſome 
Men diſtinguiſh themſelves in the Charch 
in their Reſponſes, to the great Scandal of 
the Church, as alſo the Diſturbance. of rhoſe 
near them? And this they think is Religt 
on, which indeed appears to be far from it. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and in Trutb, Joh. 
4. 24. To this Man will I look, faith the Lord, 
even to him that is of a conirite Spiris, and 
trembleth at my Word, Iſai. 66. 2. 


On the contrary, what an uncommon Ex- 
ceſs of Zeal appears in many of other Per- 
fwaſions, for the promoting ſome external 
Tenets of each Party? With what Eager- 
neſs ſhall we perceive them ranging in 
Crouds many Miles to an Ordination, a Ge- 
neral Meeting, or to ſee a Perſon dipt, ot 
5 | baptiz d 
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baptiz'd in their way, as they would have 
it: But this is what looks tolerable. After 
all theſe Solemnitys, and Shows of Zeal and 
Devotion, in the midſt of all this Noiſe, 
trace them home to their Familys and pri- 
vate Retirements and Cloſets, as little there 
we ſhall ſee, it is to be feared, as in ſuch 
who live without God in the World; of 
which we have a ſad and awful Denounci- 
ation by the Prophet Zeremab: Pour out 
thy Fury upon the Heathen that know thee 
not, and upon the Families that call not on 
thy Name, Jer. 10.25. For thus faith the 
Lord by the Prophet 4zartiab, I ye ſeek him, 
be will be found of you, but if ye forſake him, 
be will forſake you. 2 Cor. 15. 2. Pſal. 5. 3. 
Pſal. 55.17. Dan. 6. 10. Mat. 26. 41. Mark 
13.33. Eph.6. 18. Phil. 4. 6. IHai.55.6, 7. 

It is alſo a Grand Miſtake in any to think, 
that the Spirit of Prayer conſiſts only or 
chiefly in an Extempore way of praying: 
For who knows nor, or at lealt may have 
lo much Charity to believe, that there is 


many good Chriſtians that have the Spirit 


of Chrift, the Spirit of Grace, and the Spi- 
rit of Prayer, that have not an Extempore 
Gift of Utterance? On the contrary, How 
many Perſons are there whoſe Gifts are ex- 
troardinary this way, whoſe hearts at the 
fame time are poſſeſſed with a Spirit of Pride, 
delt-love, Vain Glory and Uncharitableneſs? 


Arr. 14. 15, Nothing 


75 T G of * i | Sea. V. 
"Nothingtin theſe times more common, „ 
and nothing more dangerous; than for men q 
toiidraw Conclufions of the Apinitual: Btute f p- 
of themſel ves and others from ſuch Maxims, IB. 
Thar God is in love with them on them 
account of ſuch Perſonal Q ilitiesz as 4 ia 
fluent Tongue, a ready wit; a 58 memory, th 
an Hiſtorical Knowledge. How many Sx, 
crifices are daily made, and Hoſannas pro- 
claimed among us by the ignorant gaping lof 
multitude 'to'rtieſe falſe Idols. 1 Cor. 3. 34% f 
bak 2 b. ur 11 14 Ago ſo1 
For what though a man ſhould ſpeak 198; 
the Apoſtle expreſſes, wirh: the romgue of men i ſtr 
and ' Angels, and ibo belfbould haue ther Gt Hine 
of Propbeſying, and ſhould undes ſtand all myſie I am 
ries and knowletige, yet without Charity be ev. 
will he but ay a founding braſs and a 1inkY{c| 
ling Cymbal. His faith though never foffyt 
Urong, will only be accounted Preſumption, I ter 
1 Chr. 132. AB! 11S 10 50 
The Concluſion that we muſt draw off: 
tle Spfrituak fate of our ſelves and orbe is, ! 
and who it is that prays by the Spiritzu is tog wa 
determine from other ſuperior Qualites 
than thoſe of a fluent Tongue; whith as, by 
the Fruits öf the Spirit in the works of 
truth ma Rignteonſneſs; a 'Refignaiion! o 
the whole man infObedience to both-Tablef ha- 
of the Law. And t cheſe rhings be Wh uad 
and tem we may een kalei f concludeſto 
"001 TW 
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n, de have the Spirit of Chriſt, and conſe- 
en quently the Spirit of Prayer; whether we 
«ff pray Extempore, or by Form, provided the 
ns, Form” be found and good: For what leſs is 
beflmoſt of the Extempore Prayers deliver. d 
Alia the world$tþur a Form to the People, aid 
the chiefeſt art ro him that prays. Rom. 
D 14. 18. : A 

Fl And as for the Forms uſed in the Church 
ng of England, nothing but Prejudice can de- 
% fame them. The greateſt Man living may 
ſooner find Faults than mend them: And 
there is nothing in her D ctrine and Mini- 
entry, but what are truly Primitive. I grant 
indeed there is a Mixture of wicked Men 
ſte⸗ among them; the truth of which J believe 
he every Society have equal Cauſe of them- 
„ ſelves to complain. What then? Shall a 
loflwhole order of Men be expoſed to con- 
on. tempt, as a late Author hath ſhamefully 
' + Ydone,. for their ſake? The Apoſtles are not 
into be the leſs eſteemed becauſe Fudas was 
,a Traitor, nor the Prophets becauſe Balaam 
was one. Act. 1. 17, 18. Jad. 11. 


It is true, the beſt of them are but Men, 
Jand have their Failings; but they are ſuch 
as the Brightneſs of the Chriſtian Religion 
hach been ſufficiently diſplay'd in their Lives 
wand Works to recommend them, except to 
io an upgratetul World. So ſhall 1 ever 

N eſteem 
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eſteem thoſe Miniſters and Members, wha: 
live up tothe Principles of that Church, tafftjo 
be not only the belt Members of ChriltSf, 
and the ſoundeſt Branch of the Catholic 
Church, but to have the brighteſt! Notiongger 
of the Chriſtian Religion, : ': | 91700 
Wbereas nothing but Men prepoſſe ſſeiſ an- 
with prejudice, can rationally ſay Gods Glaſſhe: 
ty 1$40 much concerned in the Adminiſtrafyot 
tion of his Worſhip, rather in ſome otheiin 
way than in that now practiſed in theflm: 
Church of England; ſave thoſe little thingWſer 
before eblerved, which are indeed fänd iiffeall 
rent of themſelves, but is what the morgflot 
moderate Diſſenters plead for. ; n9/; tal 

Aion 11 11 ANno 
And Secondly, That we are obliged ti to 
have a ſpecial regard to a National Churchag 
both Scripture and Reaſon on ſundry Aar 
counts Will teach us. Nor can we ſeperat Pr 
from her with ſafety, except it be for dla 
try, or ſome groſs and dangerous Impoſi tions M 
For,ſmallnthings are more' tolerablg,and leß an 
ſinful, than to break the Unity of the/vpittM 
in the Bond of Peace. And; tout his e po 
bye out Saviours Word, his own. Example, 
andhisApoities;to; juſti fy us. Bot Our SAN 
Our intall his Life time-never ſeperated ) fron 


the ſewilln Church, notgave any Incourage 
ment to his Dice ples ſo 40 doi,“ Dea gon Vc 
trary, Neither did/the Apoſtles 5 * N 

| = | eat} 
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Death give any Encbutagement of Sepera- 
„ tion from the Chriftian Church, notwirh- 
riſth and ing the Jews were very corrupt, and 
lickfo were the Church of Corinth, and the 
onf8even Churches of Afro. It is true, they all 
bore their Teſtimony againſt their Errors 
fedand Lives} as it is every good Mans Duty to 
Alafbear his Teſtimony againſt fin at this Day, 
trafo thoſe of the Church of Eng/and, he te- 
heflin they are guilty, but not after that ſordid 
tna manner, as is done by too many! of rhe Diſ- 
ngſenters : For whoevet that will bur imparti- 
fthYally caſt their eyes into moſt of their Books 
Wot Controverſies,” will find the Bulk of them 
taken up in perſonal Reflections, and wirh 
Ino other Defign. I with we had nor Reaſon 
to miftrult them, to prejudice thelr people 
againft the Church: Nor but Þ believe there 
are others among them that act upon better 
Principle. 4 102 
There is a large field in a National Churcfi: 
i Malitious deſigning Men need never want 
an oppotunity of ſingleing out ſome wicked 
Members, to anſwer their malitious pur- 
poſes g whether to expoſe the Church, its 
Principles; or the whole Society of its Pro- 
teflors; © Neither is their any itution of 
Chriſt bur may be expoſed to Ridicule and 
Contempt, by framing crafty and miſchie- 
vous Compariſens. 2 160 
. .oillogh ENA ow i For 
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For inſtance, There is no part of Worſhin « 
hes God hath commanded, bur fome ſuperJno! 
ftitious or barbarous Nation hath Simbolizedſbu 
with; tor they had their Altars, Templesrei 
both fang and prayed; and bowe# their knedJCt 
to Baal: But does that argue that we ſhallan 
refuſe to do the like to the God of heaven fin 
in any other or the like caſes, provided i pr 
is atcording to the Truth? And in theſ h nie 
things we fimbolize with Chriſt and bighfti 
Apoliles; which certainly betrays a greaſy”: 
Share of Malice or Ignorance in the Author 
and Abertors of many ſcandalous:Pamphletgſ ou 
writ in this Strain, and eſpecially one latch} P. 
Reprinted in this Country. But as Solema w 
expreſſes it, The fool believes every thing, 
but the Prudent looks well to bis goings, Pro. 
14. 15. Math. 5.11. 1 Per. 4. 14. 
But notwithſtanding the Diſorders ant 
Corruptions that have happened in the 
Chriſtian Church under an Eſtabliſhment, 
yet we have ſolid Grounds in the Senprure 
to believe the Defigns of God was to Pre 
 Yelyre!- the World to Chriſttanity in 2 
National way. This was God's Promiſe to 
Abrubam, Gen. 17. 4 5. X 12. 2, 3. Rom. 4. 
16677. . 52. 15. Ezek, 36. 25. [ſa. 55. 
And ratifled by our Saviour, Mar. 21. Hg. & 
28. 19. I/. 49, 23. And many other Places 
plainly infer to the ſame defign ——— 
5 Pos 4. Bech 2.1 1/8. 27 2413, 14 


— 
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ſhig Our Saviour” ſays indeed, his Kingdom is 
perfinot of this World; but that doth not infer 
Zed but that his Kingdom is in this World, and 
les reigns in the Hearts of the Members of his 
nee Church: Neither doth it infer that Princes 
hall and Princeſſes ſhall not be of it, and be nur- 
ven fing Fathers and Mothers toit. For no Man I 
1 Mpreſume will affirm, that a King loſes any 
dest right in his Temporalites by turning Chri- 
high ſtian. ye 49. 23, Luke 22. 29. 

reaty's - | 


aon If we are bound therefore to imitate 
leu our Saviour, and to govern our ſelves by his 
teh Preceprs, let us fearch the Scriprures, and 
mol what we find in theſe to be our Duty, not 
%% fail to put it in Practice; and that we ſhall 
toy never do, till we diſcharge our Selves from 

the Converſation of bad Company; whether 
aud Men corrupt in their Lives, baſe, ſordid, 
rhe] or of uncharitable Principles. Eph. 5,11, 


1 Fei. 4. 3. 4. Lake N. 

ure} Our Ble fea Saviour has abſolutely enjoyn'd 
us to be at Peace! among our ſelves, to liue 
in Peace, and to keep the Unity of the Spirit in 
the Bond 4f Peace, and as much as in wslies 0 
ive pruceably wirhall, Men. Peace &Unitytis 


\ 50 Divine à Quality, that God has declared 
:&B himſelf to be the Author. God: faith Sr. 
ce Nui, ts not the Autbor of Conf ufian hut of 


Feape, an all the Chanches of the Saints. S0 


much was our SaViqur! concerned n 
an 


o 
[ 
| 
| 


92 The Cafe 'of 1 


and Unity, knowing well that all His De- 
ſigns of good to his Church without them 
would prove abortive; which caufed him 
before his Departure to be ſo earneſt with 
his Father for the Peace and Unity of his 
Church. John 17. Noro | am no more in 
the World, but theſe are in the Worll, and 1 
come 10 thee: Holy Faber, keep through thine 
own Name, thiſe whom thou baſt given me, 
that they may be one, as we are bne, That 
they alſo may be one, as thou, Futher, art in 
me, and | in thee, they alſo may be one in 
as; that the World may believe that thou haft 
ent me. | 

With the ſame Concern, no leſs we find 
the Apoſtles to inſtil theſe Divine Principles 
into the Hearts of their Hearers. Now! 
beſeech yon Brethren, by the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame 
thing, and that there be no Divifions among 
you; but that ye be perfectly joyed together 
in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment, 
I Cor. 1. 10. The Same Apoſtle, Rom! 16. 
17. Now Ibeſceech you Bretbrern, mark them 
that cauſe Diviſions among you, and avoid 
them, for they ſerve not our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, And we find the Biſhops of rhe 
Church, ſacceeding the Apoſtles, though 
they had different Apprehenſions in ſome 
things, yer this was their great Concern, to 
preſerve the Unity of the Church. And u 
by the 
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the ſame time of our Deliverance from the 
Egyptian darkneſs, of Popery, it was the 
out Concern of, the Biſhops, as chief In- 
ruments under God, as much as in them 
lay, to preferve Unity. They ſeperated tis 
true ftom the Church of Rome, bur no fux- 
ther than ſhe had from Chriſt and the Primĩ- 
tive Church: What was theirs ſhe left them, 
and no further. Their courſe they bad 
to Steer was difficult; they had two pow- 
erful Enemies which they were equally 
obliged to guard againſt, the Spirit of Eu- 
thaſiaſm on one ſide, and Superſtition on the 
other: Their Work was certainly the Contri- 
vance of a Superior Power. The Order and 
Comelineſs of the Service, thoſe Syſtems of 
Divine Rules compiled in the Homilies 
and Articles, are ſo conformable to the Word 
of God, that is, the Subſtance of them, that 
one would think nothing leſs than Ignornce 
or Malice could decry them. Bur allowing 
ſome things, Words and Phraſes, are not 16 
well guarded; or agreeable as might be, ye 
had we taken St. Paal s advice, we ſhould 
not have made a Schiſm in in the Body for 
thoſe things. Let nobing be done through 
Sirifewor lain Glory, but in Lowlineſs of mind, 
let each eflieem other beiter than tbenſelves. 
Leak» not every Man on his. own things, but 
on the shings of others; Phil. 2. 3. 4. Now 
the End of the Commandyuents is GQAaruy, 25 
| 0 
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5 27 Heart and a good Conſcience, fron 
fs ſome have ſwerved, and have turned 
aſide o vain 7 5 1 Tim. 5. 6. Ove pe 
no Offence, neither to the Jews, nor 10 ibefl w 
Gentiles, nr 10 the Church of God, 1 Cor. 10 x, 
32. Even as | pleaſe all Men in all things; w 
not ſeekiig my own Profu, but the profit lit 
many, that they may be ſat ed. lil 

Theſe piecepts are ſo plain, there needs A! 
no Comment upon them; and we may bean 
well iſſuted, that whoever practices upon e 
Maxims co tray to theſe Precepts, may be 90 
Miniſters of Men, but not of the Goſpel.Ith 
If our Saviovr hath denounced a heavy Woe en 
to them by whom Offences come, then ſute IC. 
all good Chriſtians ſhonld be afraid toe 
miniſter the leaſt Occaſion to ſuch Offences, IC 
eſpecially in ſo azgravating a tn. as that Ito 
of promoting or maintaining of Sets. Let B&n 
every Man therefore that would deſire at hz: 
the Great Day to be received as a Member Ire 
of Chriſt's Catholick Church, refolve with 
himſelf to act upon Catholick Principles, 
Math. 18. 7. Rom. 16. 17, 18. 

But once more I ſay, How melancholy is & 
the refi:Qion, to look back ro the Origt 
nal of our Church D:vifions? In the Reign 
of good Queen Hic t, when almott the 
whole Nation were of one Heart and of one 
Mind; ſo joyful were they, hat they would y 


near have parted with their own Eyes to Ina 
the 
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"my the Authors of their deliverances; under 
ed God. But what followed ? Aſſoon as the 
VN Fences of the Church were broken down, 
be what a horrid Innundation, and a ſpirit of 
10 Entbufiaſm and infatuation purſued over the 
whole Nation. Their pretence was for 
A liberty of Conſcience, and Reformation; and 

liberty they took, and at laſt caſt off their 
0SY Allegiance; and Extirpated the Royal Family, 
befand embroil'd their Hands in their Sdve- 
"ONEreigns Blood. Whether theſe perſons were 
be governed by the meek Spirit of Chriſt, 48 
el. they pretended, or the Spirit of Antichriſt; 
oe che World may judge. Miſerable is the 
ure [Caſe of Men, when the good Spitit of the 
to Lord departs from them, as we find in the 
e Caſe of Sau!: Therefore we have all Reaſon 
hat Ito take Care that we grieve not the Holy 
Spirit. Let him that ſtundeth therefore, take 
eed leſt be fall. 1 Sam. 16. 14. Eph. 4. 30. 


ber I Cor- 10. 12. 1 
4 But what amazed the whole World the 
ES, 


olt in theſe Men is, that what they did 
as all under a Pretence of Juſtice, Law and 
Scripture, And ſo father'd they all their 
ickedneſs upon God himſelf, by deriving 
t from the Direction of his Sacred Spirit. 
ind thus the Dove of Peace and Love was 
htitled to all their mercileſs and” bloody 
xcecutions; and the Spirit of Meekneſs 
nade the Patron my their Rebellion, LUN 
an 


—— — 
—— ͤ ꝓAüDd—ů— — 
— — — 


86 Tb Caſe of Zett. V. 
and Abominations. Eſal 94. 20, 21. Joh. 16. 2, 
7 

P 


2,4. Jud. 8. | 

Edwards, in his Diſcovery, pag. 74. ſpeak- 
ing then of the whole Tribe of SeQaries, 
tells us, he was confident, that for theſe 
many hundred Years, there had not been a 
party that hatch pretended to ſo much Holi 
neſs, Strictgeſs, Power of Godlineſs, tender. It 
neſs of Conſcience, above all other Men, 3816 
thoſe People, that have been guilty of ſo 


great Sins, horrible Wickedneſs, provoking a 
Abominations. 2 Cor. 11.13, 14, 15. fo 


Thus we ſee, when Devotion is become 
blind, and not ruled by Knowledge, Religt 
on becomes every thing, and nothing; fro 
one Extream to another. For how many 
are there, out of a Hatred to Papiſts, har: 
run intocontrary Extreams? How far Mens 
Souls are tainted in this Diſeaſe, and that 
of a Spiritual Infituation: Or what defile 
ment or Pollution of Mind and Conſcience 
this Age is guilty of, in its preſent general 
Defection from the Goſpel, is the gre 
Concern of every Man to look into, eſpecialÞy.. 
ly his own Heart, 

I mult confeſs; was Epiſcopacy, a Form 0 
Prayer, reading the Holy Scriptures, finging,,, 
of Pſalms, a novel Invention of Man; ot ha 
Kneeling at the Sacrament Idolatry; and 
thas Unity, Peace and Charity, were n 
Precept! 
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precdpts of the Goſpel, then they might 
have ſomething to ſay: But to the cantrary, 


| nothing is more capable of eaſier and clearer 


Proof. 

Bur inſtead of this, when we ſee them take 
up with poor Evaſions, and make great De- 
clamations of ſmall things; ſuch as the 
wearing of a Surplice, the Ceremony of 
the Croſs after Baptiſm, Godfarhers, and 
Godmot hers, Sureties, Titles of Diſtinctions 
given to Men in Ecclefiaſtical Order, Organs, 
or the like; in all which things in them- 
ſelves, who can ſee either good or Evil? And 
its well if thoſe that think them otherwiſe 
Ire not equally or moſt guilty of what they 
pretend to be the moſt afraid of, that is 
duperſtition; which to any impartial Man, 
$454 thouſand Demonſtrations of the weak- 

es of their Cauſe. 


They have, it is true, taken great pains; each 
dect have not wanted Authors ro Advocate 


cn" For them, and ſome of no {mall Genius, who 
zeta ſtudious and celebrated Apologies, with 
steal Subrilicy of Wit and Reaſon, have endea- 
cial ourd to ſupport what was begun without 


1 ns hath read their Books of Con- 

8" MFroverſies and Apologies, muſt acknowledge, 

3 "Fhat they very artfully managed every thing 

1 lat is neceſſary to ſtrengthen and n 
| wt —_—  - 
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each their Hypotheſis, except it be Truth 
and Miracles. Mar. 24. 24. 
But as God is the Searcher of all Hearts. 
who diſcerns through all the Diſguiſes and 
carnal Hypocrifie of Men, he will certaiolyſj - 
render a ſevere Account to ſuch who have 
heen the chief Authors and molt miſchiey- 
ous Promoters of our Diviſions. We have 
it is true, a merciful God, who will, we 
doubt not, make great Allowances toward 
inch who have done what they can to come 
to the truth, and miſs of it; or thoſe we 
live as it were under an unavoidable Ne 
ceſſity from coming at it; as thoſe of the 
ignorant in the Church of Rome, and among 
our ſelves. Such who only believe Jul 
what their Teachers and their Books tel 
them, without further Examination, or art 
uncapable if they did, perhaps, to examine 
the rrue State of things to the Botrom, a 
they are now {well'd to ſuch a bulk, will 
we hope, (if they are Sincere) find a ff 
vourable Acceptance at the Great Day. 


All which plainly appears under our pr: 
Tent and miſerable Circumſtance, how diff 
cult it is, to Aſſail ſuch labour'd and inve 
terate Prejudice. Nothing ſure leſs than a 

Almighty Power, whoſe Goodneſs is neve 
wanting, if our Sins did not prevent him 
Bur it is them, and them only, for whid 

* 
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we have now Reaſon to put up the Pſal- 
miſts Complaint, Pfſal. 60. O Gad, thou haſt 


caſt us off, thou baſt ſcaitered us, thou haſt 


been diſpeaſed: O turn thy ſelf to us again. 


Thou haſt made the Earth to 11emble; thou baſt 


broken it: Heal the breaches thereof, jor it 


Jhakcetb, Thou haſt ſhewed thy Feople bard 


things: Thou haſt made us drink tbe Spirit of 


Giddineſs, Pſal. 60 1, 2. 3. 


The Spirit of Divifion and Infatuation is 
ordinarily the Harbinger and fore-runner of 
Judgment. And ir is given ſometimes to 
ſtanders by to diſcern'its near Approaches. 
We our ſelves have the Examples of God's 
former Judgments before us. We have the 
Experience of ſeeing the miſerable and Me- 
lancholy conſequence of our Diviſions among 
us; which to particularize would take up 
a large Volume of it ſelf; and yet we ſeem 
to be as ſtupid and unconcerned as ever. Hal. 
58. 4, 5. Fer. 8. 7. 

Don't we ſee many among us make their 
Boaſt of God and Religion, and at the ſame 
time Act in the Defiance of them? And is 
there not others who make a great pretence 
of the Spirit, and at the fame time bring 
him in to deny his own Words in his Ordt- 
nances? Nay, Have they not gone further, in 
not only throwing up all Externals of Re- 
ligion, Ordinances and Sacraments, bur deny 
theScripture to be the Rule of Faith? Which 
| indeed 
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indeed is very Awful, and altogether con- 
trary to the common Dictates of the Reaſon 
of a Chriſtian; from the expreſs Declara- 
tion of the Spirit in the word it ſelf. 2 Tim, 
324. 

? To inſtance that of Sr. Paal; Though we, or 
an Angel from Heaven preach any other G. ſpel 
let him be accurſed, Now ler any Man tel 
us how we ſhall be capable of Judging ſuch 
Spirits, either from Heaven or of Men: 
Whether they Preach the Doctrine of Chriſt 
bur from the Scripture it ſelf, where that 
is revealed and Expreſſed. For if that is 
nor the only Rule, it is no Rule? Then 
farewel to the Chriſtian Religion: For 
where there is no Law, there is no Tranſgreſhon, 
Gal. 1.8, 9. Rom. 4. 15. 

Whar are the human Laws of Princes, but 
a determinate Rule to the People? Saith not 
God the ſame? To the Lat to the Teſtimony, 
If they ſpeak not according to this word, it is 
becauſe there is no Light in them. 114, 8. 20, 


For however God may communicate him- 


ſelf inwardly by his Spirit in an Extroardi- 
nary way, to ſome particular Perſons, with- 
out ſome viſible and Miraculous Demonſtra- 
tions, can be no Rule to others, ſince God 
hath given us a ſtand ing Revelation, nor to 
themſelves, till they bring their Spirits to 
the Tryal with theſe Laws: Which plainly 
Demonſtrates the latter, and not the former, 

e. Cal 
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can be an abſolute Rule of Faith. 2 Tin. 3. 
16, 17. | | 

We have many Predictions in Scripture, 
that falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe and deceive 
many, but we have none that I know of 
foretelling that any ſhould ſpeak or write 
by immediate Inſpiration of the Spirit, after 
the Holy Apoſtles ſhould have lefr the 
World; having firſt committed to writing 
all ſuch things as the Spirit of God had 
Dictated to them and commanded them to 
write. We have noPropheſy of Scripture(that 
| know of) foretelling, that in after Ages 
God would raiſe unto him other Prophets 
like unto them: So that all ſuch Prerences 
being nor founded on Scripture, muſt fall to 
the ground. Rev. 22. 19. 

My friends, I believe you have no Deſign to 
diſannul thoſe Sacred Records wiltully or 
wittingly: I can truly ſay, 1 hope better 
things of you, many of which I have a very 
good Eſteem for; and write not to provoke 


Jou, but to forewarn you of the danger of 


ſuch Principles; as there appears ſo plain 
a Diſcovery that the Enemy is carrying on 
his defign to Deſtroy borh you and the Scrip- 
ture, It was by this Method that he carried 
on his defigns in the Ruin of rhe Eaſtern 
Churches, and ſetting up the Alcoran in 
the place of theſe Holy Records of Divine 


Inſpiration, Theſe ate things too Sacred 4 
2 
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be trifled' withal. Have we not reaſon [* 
therefore to remble and be afraid, leſt the . 
Chriſtian Religion by ſuch Maxims be loſt, . 
or chang'd to ſomething like theirs? For | 
are we not come to that paſs, that many 
among us Whoſe principles teach that we 
ly under no oblization of Obedience, to our 
dhe in the Church? As to Religion, 
that Schiſm is no fin: Thar every man may 
ſecurely follow his own fancy and opinion; 
and that there is no Principles of Unity in 
the Chrilftiin Church. Bur I have ſaid e- 
nough to confure thoſe Principles before. 
Inde d were all the Diſſenters in the right, 
and what is impoſſible, that what they all! 

equally pretend as to Religion were true, 
and the National Church falſe, the Caſe 1 
would be different as to rhe firſt, bur not in 
the latter. 1 Coy. 14. 32. - _ 
But there is too {ad an Indication that Ne 
will diſcover the contrary : For as it is. 
the Dey l, who is the Author of Confuſion, ale 
whoſe chief Concern it is to increaſe Divi- te 
ſions, and ſcatter the Members of Chriſt? 
into Partjes and Seas, which anſwers 4e 
further deſign he harh, which is, to deſtroy! 
the Sacted Rerords; or at leaſt to make 
the Eſſentiil Parts of them uſeleſs to the ls | 
Souls of Men, bv ſharing out of them fuchF'% 
obſcure Paris, as he knows full well willpee 
inſnare them into a Courſe of CO of; 
0 
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of blind Zeal and fury, to the utter ſubvert- 
ling of that that is the moſt Eſſential of it. 
. \nd this will hereafter more fully appear, 

? fin relation to each Sect and their Principles, 
hat they are not all of a peice with their 
Leal. Mat. 23.23. Rom. 2. 21, 22, 23. 


4 


Firſt, We are to confider, no zeal can be 
audable that is Partial, that is, not equally 
oncerned- For both the Tables of the 
aw, and all the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
rhether relating to the External or Inter- 
al of Worſhip, he hath Aſcribed to himſelf, 
Ir that of the ſecond Table to our Neigh- 
our. Mar. 22. 37, 38, 39, 40. John 15. 14. 


Now it is true, there is an apparent Fla- 
ning Zeal diſcernable in each Sect for God 
id Religion; but the great misfortune is, 
hat Peir Practiſe fails in the General: For it 
t is F. too obvious to be denied, their concern 
955 biefly each of them is, what Moſtly re- 
„ies to ſupport ſome darling and leading 
arintlenet, which they perhaps themſelves are 
s abe moſt deceived in. And this will ap- 
roy far very demonſtrable, when we conſider, 
nake bw many plain and expreſs Precepts of 


theſbe Goſpel equally ſtaring them in the Face, 
ſuch iogether diſregarded; as if they no way 
wil 
tion, 

of 


jÞncerned them, or had ever been ſeen in 
oſe ſacred Writings: In order to which 
a 


r eee ee — 


Te Ofrif Ses. v. 
ſhall here colle& a ſhort Breviate, which H 
Pray God rhey may all ſeriouſly TE of 


1. That 1 hope it will be nel that it , 
belonzs to God only rozgive: Roles höbw halb. 
will be Worſhiped, and who ſhall be ap 
pointed in the Work of the Miniſtry. | 1 


2. I hope it will be granted, That the Ho 
ty Scripture contains the Revelation d 
Gods will. From theſe two Reaſons I hop 
it will be granted, alſo to be every Man 
Concern to conform himſelf i y, Me- 


he will anſwer for it at the Great Day. Ie 
; 0 
Some 7h pal W Some concluſive Inſti, 
prattiſed upon by] rences, drawn Iro 
" the Church of En- the Principles an 
gland. Praftice of others, 
Mix Is TRL. Cox rRARY. ta 
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And no Man taketb Every Man taketly. 
this Hanour unto him this Honour upon hin C 
Jelf, but he that is cal. ſelf; ſeeing all thi 


led of God, as was Aa- Congregation are ho, 
ron, Heb. 5.4. 2 Chr. ly, every one Fo 
26 18. Numb. 16. 40.| them, Numb. 16. 3. h 
I Sam: 13,11, 12, 13, | je £ 
14. | 


8: 4 


*5 
»/ 


U. 
h 
of, 
made an High Prieft , 
t itlht be thur 
helbin, Thou arr 
apIReb. 5. 5. Mat. 28. 18, 
19. A Ns 6. 5, 6. and 
$14. 23. Tit. 1.5, Eph. 
11, 12, 13. 


8 
| $5 alſo Cbri 


He 
LU 
1opafesp Sclence in the 
lanWhurchy for it is not 
„ Wer mried unto them to 
Y. Weak. | ſuffer not a 
oman to teach. x Cor. 


Inje$4. 34. 1 Tim, 2. 12. 
ro 
- af BAPTISM. 
TS 
Go ye therefore, 


tach all Nations, bap- 
1z1ng them, Mat. 28. 
kei). 

him Can any Man for- 
tt 
> hon vt be baptized, 
> % have received the 
7 3. Foy Ghoſt as well as 
ef? Acts 10.47. Acts 
1. 41,42. 


; . 


ald unto 
Son. 


Let your Women 


Mater, that theſe 
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ri- 


ved d Ni 10 be | 


ö 
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Tho?  Chrift took 
not upon himftif the 
Office of a Prieſt, 
before he had an ex- 
ternal Call from Hea- 
ven, ſaying, Thou art 
my don; yet we are 
perſwaded, that all 


things are common 


now, to what they 
were then. 2 Tim. 
4. 3. 4 
Let your Women 
not keepSilence in the 
Church; for it is 
permitted unto them 
to ſpeak. I ſuffer a 
Woman to teach. 


Go ye therefore, 
teach all Nations, 
Baptize none. 


Let every Man for- 
bid Water, rhar none 
ſhould be baptized, 
who have received 
the holy Ghoſt as 
well as we. 


P 2 


For 


ON 


Por as many of you 
as bave been baptized 


into Chriſt, habe put 


on Chriſt: And if ye] with Abraham ; but 


be ChritPs, then are 

e Abraham's Seed, and 
Heirs according to the 
Promiſe, For the Fro- 
miſe ts to you, and to 
your Children. Gal. 
3. 27, 29. Acts 2, 29. 
Luke 1. 55. 72. 


Tür Loxp'sSu ER. 


Take, eat, this is 
my Body. Do this in 
Remembrance of me. 
Mar. 26. 26. Luke 22, 
19. 1 Cor. 11. 23, 24. 


READING THE 
SCRIPTURES IN 
 PuBLICK. 


For Moſes of old 
me bath in every Ci- 

: them that preach 
im, being read in the 
Synagogues every Sab- 
bath Day. Akts 15.21. 


The Cuſe 


F Sekt. V. 


that Infants were re-!“ 
ceived into Covenant] 


a 
we ate taught to def 
lieve, that Covenant 
was not Evangelical 
but of Works, thro 
the Law. And whey 
the Law became di 
annulFd, the Cov: 
nant Priviledge of Inf: ; 
fants became difanf « 
nulled alſo, Gal. 1 
17,18; i 

Take not, nor eat 
this is not his Bod 
Drink ye none of thi 
Do it not in Remen 
brance of him, Lul 


6. 46, 9 
F 

k 

* 4 

Ho neceffary i / 
yer it was former 
the Laws of Gl « 
ſhonld be read Þ © 


Publick to the P. 
Teache 


1 4&3 


ple, our 
| 


Lu 
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Luke 4. 16. AAs 13. | 


4 27. He went into ihe 


Synagogue on the Sab- 


i barb-Day, and food up 


to read, Luk. 4. 16. 


Til cone, give At. 


tendance to Reading. 
to Exbortation, to Doc- 


trine, I Tim. 4. 12. 
And when this Epi. 


file ix read amongſt 


Jou, aye that it be 


alſo read in the Church. 
Col. 4. 16. 1 Theſ. 5. 
27. Joſh. 8. 34, 35. 
Ads 13. 15. Rev. 1.3. 


Bority Worsnte. 


O come, let us Wor- 
ſhip and bow down, let 
us Rneel before the 
Lord our Maker, Pal. 
95. 6. 

And they ſang Prai- 
ſes with Gladneſs, and 
they bowed their Heads 
& worſhipped, 2 Chr. 
29, 30. Neh. 8. 6. 
2 Chron. 7, 3. 2 Chr. 
20,18, 
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have thought it more 
prudent to lay it a- 
fide, and o leave it 
to the Diſcretion of 
the People to read 
them at home, if 
they can, or are wil- 


ling. 


And when this E- 
piſtle is read among 
you, cauſe thar ir 
may not be read in 
the Church. Mar. 7. 
7. Luke 6. 46. 


O come, let us wor- 
ſhip, but not bow 
down, nor kneel be- 
fore the Lord our 
Maker. 
Our Worſhip is 
different; being 
taught us for Doc- 
trine the Command- 
ments of our Guides. 
Mark, 7. 7+ 


And 


7 


And he was with- 
drawn jrom them a 
Stone's Caſt, and kneel: 
ed. down and prayed, 
Luke 22. 41. Eph. 3. 
14. 1 Cor. 14. 25. 
Rev. 4. 8, 9, 10, II. 


And when be bad 
thut ſpoke, he kneel 
ed down, and prayed 
avith them all. Acts 
20. 36. and 9. 40. 


And they all brought | 


#5 on our way, with 
Wives and Children, 
till we were out of 
the City; and we kneel- 
ed down on the Shore 
end prayed, Ads 21. 
5. 


For ye are bought 
with a Price; there. 
fore glorify God in 


your Bodies, and in 


your Spirits, which are 
God's, 1 Cor. 6. 20. 
Rom. 12.1. Ads 16. 
25, | 


— 
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troubleſome, - 


This Worſhip fim- 
bolizes with Popery : 
They kneeled down 
to their Images; and 
with Heathbens, for 
they kneeled down to 
Baal. | * 

Our Teachers ſtand 
up and pray for us 
all ; for we have no 
Forms; and for all 
to pray without Forms 
would be Confuſion. 

We acknowledge 
Kneeling to be a ve- 
ry reverent and be- 
coming Geſture for 
poor Mortals; but 


we are taught to con- 


demn them all, as 
Reliques of Idolatry 
and Superſtition. 

If we worſhip. God 
in our Spirits, We 
think it is ſufficient, 
without any ſuch 
reverent Poſture of 
Body; befides, it is 
more eaſy, and leſs 


Foxx 


ee een eee 


fr. | ” ©” Religion Confidert, 99 
When ye pray, ſa 

y: | Fon of Prayers. not, Oar Farber which 
4 | art in Heaven, but 
nd When ye pray, ſay, ſomething elſe. Such 
tor | Our Father which art Precedents, were we 
to in Heaven, Luke 11. to allow them, would 
2, Mar. 18, 19, 20. overthrow all our 

nd | Take with you words, | Hypotheſis. | 
us || end turn to the Lord | Take with you no 
no || your God, and ſay un- Form of Words, ſay- 
all 7% hem, Hoſ.14.2. On | ing, Let Iſrael not 
ms this wiſe ye ſhall 94%. ſay, as in Pſal. 118. 
n. | ſaying, Num. 23. Let and 136. That bis 
½ael now ſay, That Mercy endureth for 
ige | bis Mercy endureth ever: For like this 
ve- || for ever, Pal. 118.2. | we are taught to ri- 
be- | Deur, 26. 3, 13, 15.|dicule the Church 
for Joel 2. 17. Judg.21,2. | Litany, as Tautolo- 
but I Iſai. 6. 3. gy and vain Babbling. 
on- And be left them| No Examples can 
as end went away the | prevail with us; for 
try third tine, ſaying the | we have a perfect An- 
fame Words, Mar. 26. tipathy againſt hear- 
30d 44. and Jeſus cryed ing the ſame Words 
we with a loud Voice, in the twice; tho? never ſo 
ent, Morde of David, fay- | found and good. It is 
uch ing, My God, my God, | the Invention of new 
of Nuby haſt thou forſaken | Words, more than the 
is Ine? Plal. 2. 1. Mar. | Senſe of them, we De- 
leſs 27. 46. Acts 16. 25. light in, and are per- 
Acts 4. 24, 25. Rev. fwaded God doth ſo 

RN 19. 1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6, 7. too. Eecl, 5.123. 


Yoo 


Srretva or 
Nr 
at to werken, 
ſalms, an! 7% e, 

* e Cong, ; 
fiaging, and m thing 
Melody in your Hearts 


to tbe Lord, Eph. 5. | 
is. Mai. Commands and Ex- 


l. 
26. 30. 2 Chr. 29. 30. 

And at Midnight 
Paul and Silas prayed, 
an ſang Praiſes un 

God; and the Pri- 
N en heard them, 
Acts 16. 25. Saying, 
T will declare thy name 
unto my Brethren ,;\ 
In the midi® of the 
Church will I ing 
Praiſes unto thee, 
Heb. 2. 12. Rom. 15; 

9, TO, IT, T Cor. 14. 


7 Mar. 26.30. Rev 


7 9. a e 


hus, ate. 
o wo ſhi 4 
2 15 


* 


The Cafe of © 


Speak nor to your 
I ſelves in'Pfalms, nor 


Sed. v. 


Ne mns, nor Spiritual 
Jongs; neither fing, 
10k make Melody in 


| your” Hearts to the 


Lord. 
All the: expreſs 


amples Nn have 
brought, and ten 
thouſand more; have 
no Weight with os. 
Our Teachers are 
good Men, and we 
trult they will not 
deceive us nor them- 
| ſelves. © They are 
therefore our Eyes, 
and our Tongues. 

we give God our 
Preſence in Worſhip, 
we think that is 
enough; and en 


more, we are ta ught 
is 'Popery. >. III 


| 28 All] ) 
the W 95 1555 they eolt'Heref, 
the G4 of our Fathers; as we 
taught both by Poctpts and En- 


amples, 


* 
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emples, of Patriarcbs and Prophets, Men, Vo- 
men and Children, Cherubims and Angels, 
our Ble ſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, and be- 
lieving all things which ase written in the Law 
and the Prophets, Acts. 24. 14. 

Te are my Friends, faith Chriſt, if ye do 
whatſoever I command you, Joh. 15. 14. For 
why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not ihe 
things that I ſay, Luk. 6. 46. He that re- 
jelleth me, and reciveth not my Words, hath on? 
that judgeih him The word that I have ſpoken, 
the ſame ſhall judge him at the Laſt Day, 
Joh. 12. 48. | , 

Now 1 beſeech you Brethren, mark them 
which cauſe Diviſions and Cffences, contrary 
to the DyQArine that ye have learned, and avoid 
them, Rom. 16. 17. For while one ſaith, I 
am of Paul, another, I am of Apollos, are ye 
not carnal f 1 Cor. 3. 4. But evil Men and 
Seducers ſhall wax worſe and worſe ; decerv- 
ing, and being deceived, 2 Tim. 3. 13. For 
the time will come, when they will not endure 
ſound. Doctrine; but after their own Luſt ſhall 
they beep to themſelves Teachers, having uching 
kurs; and they ſhall turn away their Ears from 
the Truth, and ſhall be turned unto Fables, 
2 Tim. 4. 3, 4. Theſe are ſuch Texts, I 
think, as may juſtly ſtartle mony of this Age 
into ſerious Conſideration of; and the 
dreadtul Account one Day the Authors in 
promating, the Calamites of our Nation hath 

IH. Q ſuffer'd 
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ſuffer'd by Diviſions, will hays; to anſwer 

for. Math 18. J. Lutte 1). 1. 

ene eee 

4018 E G TA VE, it. 
1 =, 
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1 Cor. 1. 1 
1 Cor. 12 25. 
Rom. 16. 17. 


T Have in the former Part of this Treatiſe 
Ie you what the Spiritual internal 5. 
Worſhip is: I have alſo juſt before ſhowed 
= by what Rules of external Worſhip God 
himſelf hath required of us to offer to hin; 
In Publick, as we are expreſly informed in 
is own Words, which cannot deceive us; 
of which in part I have cited at large, and 
need only refer you to your Bible: You nee 
go nd farther to be ſatisfied whether theſ 
things be true, I have affirm'd in-this,Tre 
tiſe, if you would deal impartially with you 
Telves, and take the trouble to examine. But 
Here lies the Obſtacle; Prejudice, the fag 
Cheat, a flight examination, or condemning 
a Book without reading. As tos the infer is 
ences I have: before drawn from your Pine 
ples, except from what I have gatherd 
from your Books, I muſt ackowledge 4 a8 
too much a Stranger to all the deteivabh tu 
Arts and Mazims improved, as to kno! 
105 9 2 cv 


Religion Conſidor d. - Fog 
every partieular, What moving Cauſes Sway 
our Conſcience; ſd "contrary to the expreſs 
De ion, clearly revealed by God in the 
Scripture of trut : Whether Education, In- 
tereſt, Love of à Party, the ſuppoſed Good- 
neſs, Gifts, or Sanctity of ſome of your Lea- 
ders, or thro' prejudice entertained againſt 
the Church of Egland unjuſtly, from artful 
aſperſions of your Books caſt upon her, or 
from the wicked Lives of ſome of her Mini- 
| lters or Profeſſors; whether one or all, l kn 
not. g * | 
But this I know, and it is what yon 
0 ought well to confider of, whether in turn- 
us ing your Backs, and forſaking the Church 
"8 of England, you have not turned your Backs 
upon the Scripture, or at leaſt ſeveral 
0 Branches of it, eſpecially in Relation to 
the external Acts of the Worſhip of God, 
and of his own preſcribing z- which cer- 
tzinly ought to be the only Rule to his 
e to worſhip him in his own 
Yay 5 för Obedience is better than Sacri- 
ice. This, I ſay, is the grand material 
oY Point, that ought to be conſider'd: For it 
is not what the Church of Rome hath 
held that is true, "tho? abuſed, or any Peo- 
ple under Heaven ſiymbolizing with that, 
that is true in it ſelf, can alter the Na- 
Jure of it: For what hath Gad for its Au- 
thor, is not to be; che e leſs eſteemed for 
—_ _ o being 


7Of The Gee of  \* Se, VI. [ 
ae er. in the Romiſh Maſs Book, & 
ticles, of Faith, et in any gather Bboks 
bh Articles in the Wodld: Aud yet what 
Numbers: of jj Pepe! have been impoſod 
upon this Way, byrthe artful Management 
of crafty; Deceivers ?? 
Can anꝝ Body chink, that the Lord's Pray: 
er, the Ten, Commandments, andq what 5 
called) the Apoſtte*s: Creed, can be the leß 
eiteemed for being found in their Service? 
Neither can indifferent things, as the wedt: 
ang à Surplice, or a Gown. For Inſtanct 
uppoſe the Church of Rome now fhould 
appoint their Clergy, in the Room of the 
former, for Diltin&ion fake, to wear the 
Habit of a Laker, or a Presbyterian Mi 
niſter, Muſt they immediately ( hange theiſ 
Dreſs on that Account? And if they dit 
Pray tell me which would be moſt ſuper 
ſtitious ? Ni DIET? wi DOES. 
Theſe are ; ſuch. | anreaſonable Maxim 
e e infatuated Peo © 
ple gould be led into the Belief offt Pri 
by theſe, Max ims there is no Truth but 
What may be rendered frightful and prect 
. T1QUS the Examples of the theft Men in 
tha World nenden d odious, evenithoſe of Sob 
won, Hezekioh, Hera, Jrremiab, Duniety Fol 
the Zaren {N98 £XCePting ourolbear Sau 
our and his Apoſtles; who from thei. 
Practice of Praying, and teaching Forms of +3 
mo 14 wv | X Tayel 0 
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| Prayer 4/ d Singing, Reading, and Praifiri 
Godin Puplick ; Bowing, Kneeling, anc 
other Poſtures of Bodily Worſhip, to be the 
i Aftors! andÞPatrons of Supetſtirion and Idg- 
latryz; a8 by Confequence is blaſphemouſly 
inferred, in that wicked and ſcandalous 
|| Libel of De/oune's! I ſay, if thoſe holy 
and inſpired Penmen are thus to be mif- 
tepreſented, we need not wonder the Church 

of England ſhould come under the ſam 

Repreſentat ion. B/eſſed are he when Men 
ſhall ''revile you, and perſecute you, and 1) 
* o 


all manner of Evil again you falſiy for 
Juke, Matth. 5.11, 12. It ig enough for the 
Diſciple that be be as bis Maſter, and the 
Servant as bis Lord: If they have called Ihe 
Mujter of the Hoaſe Beelaebub, how much more 
Hall they call him of bis Houſhold * Fear 
them not aberefore , for there is nothing cb- 
vered that ſhall not be revealed, and bid, that 
fall zt be known, Matth. 10. 25, 26. 

[No leſs in the ſame mannef have tlie 
VI Primicive Fathers; and what they prabtiſi 4, 


u been from theſe baſe Arts miſreprefenreq, 


of by che ſpurious Collections that to vifihlły 
in abound in the World, and among our ſelves; 


and none more wicked and falſe, we habe 


bY Reaſon to miſtruſt, than thoſe of * De- 
Jute, and one + Dunant, one of his Brethreh, 
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10 8 The Ce of Sect. VI. 
ie ſo much! teſembles. The Hrlt ct 
REY r. Britt. i ſufficiently, dereted, 
0. was the 17 ul Mr. Wa er apd 
Nic . 14 Fl rg all 1 het ion 
eff ual 3 Rr mes 11 
175 d. for de 
Ny Ne and 7 Ws & f 
5 to ut it in an of fo his Pt 1 Sites 
it bim, that they ought utter to 105 
gage ſuch a Man, Whoſe dec 5 t 
ound falſe and forged, excep 5 


h 
lay found my Author faith, Wy, Bert 
found, after to be the ſane, po 
1 mould, hot have ſingled out theſe two 
Authors, but find them. ſo much careſſed 
and made uſe of among us, to the decet 
ving, it is to be feared, many poor 1g10- 
rant People. It would be endleſs to trace 
thoſe artful Maxims made ufe of one a 
gainſt another. Neither have the Prelates 
af our Church been leſs miſrepreſented, 


and brought in as Principal Eſpouſers a 
ery; Fa 4 89 as we find quoted in the 4 
fo Famphlers Dr. Barlow, . S 

ecr, Dr. Toyler, and others. The firf 
1 theſe two, I underltand was for, ſome 
ords dropt from them in their Youth, in 


Ant ipœdobaptiſts; Which 


aid * Keing them: 
did 24% \ telves 


favour of the 
ſome 


* 
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felves ausge ted, particularly Dr. Barlom, makes 
this Apo fy, That, what he then ſaid, he 
ſpoke ar too, much Confidence, and much 
leſs 155 ent. 1 for Dr. Taylor, ok of 
his Polittcks were in writing bis Book 
Liberty 4 Propheſy ing, wherzin he” fark 
ſo muck betrayed the Truth of What h 
himſelf profeſſed, and fo artfully advan 
the Contrary, is eaſily to be accounted for, 
were it not for too much ſwelling this 
Treatiſe; tho” he himſelf is nor to be juſti- 
fied, it heing written in Oliver's Time, 
when the Independents had the Govern- 
ment, and were for perſecuting all that 
differed from them; ſo he in this Book 
makes himſelf an Advocate for the Anti- 
pœd oba ptiſts and Roman Catholicks : Which 
indeed can be no Service to your Cauſe in 


quoting of him, except in ſpeaking. more 


for you in jeſt, than any I have ever yet 
ſeen of. you, ſpeak for your ſelves' in ear- 
neſt, But as for himſelf, that he had ne- 
ver the leaſt Thought of Scruple, is evis 
dent from all his Writings, eſpecially His 
Great Exemplar, and Daclor Dubiramium, 
This Dlgreſſion i in theſe Particulars; 1 can 
truly fap, is not our of Prejudice-ro-ahy of 
your Perfons, but out of a fincere Concern, 
that I verily believe you are horribly im- 
poſed upon, and fo impoſe upon others. 
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bande ry amait ibn 0- 
hat 


leon t vrt ain! 
M —_ wouldoth 
vet or others” wen end in 
325 — peB-@ulaomn 
Ai [ 81 1 N 
. und t not [fort raft} eto im 
into odd irtiodt anmrt wiſmle Diode ati: 
Im imqigife Hives and Morais Trogniothers, 
Sram ton tkinteifthatbail the Chriltiaf 
World) and eſpecially the reformed hart af 
it; duldet no Lighe M nowiedgeiim 
EMtdading nov Conſcience, hut dur Hey 
Whiotw Ts che contrary theren appeuir 
dat afMuni feſtarion ( except/Ignorancerand 
bſtiu ac in every ching elſa be ignem 
r 
in Print, from what ever came 
bf but Partys; except a few Sy lens b. bt Amy 
ee ee Letſtheſe * | 
geen och ef 18111 11 10 el 
„Forritidt not hy being Tol era tell ed 
your Eanttll y Fer 
ano thhg noo for your being pleaſed avitl Plai 
ydubownqtnytntions,; ix be not ha Dab 
-comnmantds: Nay, it is whatchathi ves heanfl ver 
and ever II berthddHumout of the MAI he 
$4 ab|oprobahilmy;>r0-bo hae. font , , 
nous of thairodnun Inventions, hab ef ter 
— himfelf cbmùhidsg x Se that du er 
leaſes Gdd; alf. 
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And bes it is by the Managemens (as I 
bare Keen erbe, of 4 ia e g 
table B:ggors,w he are Enemies to the Spirit 


o Fete and Unity, are the nts g- 
mong ualb nete that keep II 
Wounds ſtom healing; cirher-by.exalting or 


32 & things beyond their Bound 
advancing Circumffances se ee 
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i | Fandamsntals, and calling things by Names 
that :Havermo other Being but imthetr ow 
i baricies: And how much Religion ſuffers 
d „ ens not only among weak Men 
of and-1Women; but fome others, whoſeithat 
bf cannot ar will not - diftinguiſh: betwiat Fu- 
ni mane; Paſhons and Divine Revelation, (is 
- hat is greatly to be Lamented an this Age. 
ry 
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M 
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Neu nr nt nt m 
Caſt dur eyes which way we: will, Docb 
not things look very ſad and avvfn among 
us? Is not that that is the moſt Sacred, ani 
onglit to be treated in the moſt ſobemn and 
ſuitable manner, and gravity bf Purſons and 
Mace become the common Topic k i frorhy 
Dahaves in publick Stteets, She ps unů,ub 
want? /Fheſe ate fuch diſtinguitſtingr Ge- 
Nets of x be Fruits of our Divifians, thar 
nll evehy theader and Promoter mays behold the 
dieirible Fruits of their Labours:s What 
erk fore can weex pett forralh thefe things, 
wlafecrbfe) long abuſed Parteace ob Gad, but 
hat be will by-ſomie:.gemarhable Judge, 
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frtetusflartka mote ſericus and (Bol dFmm 
Spigit dW nds FRatscand RedonfiliadionY 1 
ISW 2s egnib395017 yielidtf 001 bus 1291316 di 
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mel Ri Me nh oft vauſt ro them: 
For adm cheſt wal ut Won 
40d Pstaſäs in her- Aries und- TAE of 
Worthip2 gt quite d agreeabbe j tier fm uct 
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son Rleſſed 84. 
arnple had you folloWedziang rakth 
St>Paal% Advice Han bdiePanrtl hurur iii give 
Jeff h Gd, 1youl wouyldnneheachantſlya 
tadeaa Sth in the Bd fot rhefd Hg 
Wong thererchat tan lbb d poncttibo fifſt Mia hl 
kamae bf bur Church amdꝗthe r nber Ore 
eb che bur! mut i hekmow!Bburc 
1 & God hd undd hemif vm 
190% re RIH, bori ti i mati ttardnet nun * 
1575 tec te Rd vtibn? wg n d 
befbfefletel Kebed Bhb ibo nebel dr 
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1 hy kid ore [Chbith; fon ther ray üg 
15 halb werte as bed nd ii I Itnniulſ d aleo x 
knawvledg 


ed indeed? ſmce that time therey e 
hath 4% 
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I diſcreet and too Arbitary Proceedings as well 
bf 40 bi&tixesidiFromucbtis.RerferakReſen© 
all mens inded,.moſt\ of.\gns«([ivifiong have 
„ken thadgerft Riſe and not formuch: from 
be NN Re Church. 
Tisis Fruthsahat cauldo eaſily bamade 
of 
Ne 
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appear, which could be n Jul Cameot 


Separation, A more wicked ſert of Men 
cond; meg be, fin of ae pebfecuning 
Spio ik] than che Jew iſu ChNνH bt YET 
dur Blafied Sbxious ſuſffered, she r⸗indi de 
ian amt 1giv ing the h HC Mun i α,q&u :S 
data tirmꝝ Sb l te wife indhe ht ſtiancg⁰eh 
4FtherOMagicagnal | . 
Mattes praud>Datirecss by ets Ses, | 

iaflgive nom the aſk Engonragopenathig Na 
wh aue Han th Error, that gigat Fchiſm 
ef ht! Bpnmti ſiri teh u 1 Riſen) he ui 
Ei Mato mete Sanctityg ſeparated fr em H 
Wort Hoden od: ptetendo of:irbeig being Crna 
vilducmeidtenimedt hæy greſen' ly di cv d 
MIt Spfirit they wem of; omthey became! 
iltivdftcd2ofall Charity and famanityy and; 
feat barbarduscand imbumaslybmpiderds 
ma Timnwand ofthe (Af hedow Chialtianss) 
fant [wi ha mer thatumiſled them, 
gifs rorTvehat now mifle aww ybia this Age. 
oils ſiflvientl I thin kn Har we as told, that + 
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11 1 The Gs of © Seat, VI. 
the Tarer and Whear' ſhall rom tut, till 
i be Har vbſt. Math. 1 J z 9 $0.19119d on 21: 
Notwnbſtanding this san Htex gal Fruxh, Hy 
tharalyo6d Menwilbfigwio fe hat ther üs n 
Apology to be made far wicked, catnal, and 
profane Profeſſors NO to wihat pur poſe is 
it for to call thewfetves of che Church of 
Hg land, and her Children, Uher their 
Hues ate tontraty to their profèſſiome . Fat 
ſuch may call the Church tbeit Mother, 
as the” wicked Jews did':5r baton >their 
Father, But what ſaith our) Saviour Te 
are ynur \'Pather the Devil, ani ube Works 
1 ye twill do. Let Men be never 

punctuat and Critical in their Conformi- 
ty to all the Points and Ways in the Church 
of England; let them conſtantly attend 
Gods Publick Worſhip, and behave chem. 
ftves moſt reverently and decently at the 
Fublick -Prayers: Vet if ſuch Men be pro 
fane in their Converſation, Intemperareq Det 
riders ofbttue Piety and Gediineſs: H t Hex 
tire tosſely and at random, difregardtiefsofff Fay 
Prltate and Family Devorion/motytoneltY oi 
anch ut jn their Dealings; if they bore 
Hrunkards, riotous, or Blaſpbemers bf H 
Holy! Name, ora Companion of fut hig ul 
their regubar Devotion, A-Theirn Praying 
Pfaffing, Roxdings, Singt ng. Boing Knee 
ing to- the Hohour ob God, and bur Blei 
ſed Saviour; all their Zeal for the Enn 
an 
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and Rekigian, will avail them nothing they 
are no better #han-Pharifee$\and\decetiful 
Hypocrites, whoſe f rayc ts Wilt) be had/fin 
Abominath n bEtorerthd Lord. / Sum. —_ 
favs 28,433 Raw,. ibo. 110. 5bem 20 01 va 1 
A Lot galh ſuch therefbre+ beward; tine | 
will be #)ſharptceckoning; for all that uſe | 
not Hoy Things in à Religious: and Hein 
Manner. How often in this life is the 
dertet Providence of God diſplayed in a 
wonderful. manner, in the Pusiſhment of 
fuch unhappy Creatures? loſtancoswe have, 
and not a few in the Sacred Volumes; at | 
being given up to a hard heart, a teprobate i 
i- mind; a Sifpairing Conſcience, an ustimely \ 
Death, the loſs of — LRates, Hoe 
ar Credit. Rom. 2. 8, 9. 
Certainly, never any place in the wield 
depend ed more on an immediate Hand of Di- 
vine Aid for its Pieſervation, Protection & 
praſpærity, than this on many accounts; 
and uſhich only can be etpected by the 
Iavour of God t yer, to Judge by che Praciſe 
dEmahy among us, +be only way to proſpet 
and gaimthe Almighty's Favourgis totaffront 
Him, Aud tragt Tay 4 Foundation fon A pra- 
perons| Voyage, ds, tq att ſome notable Prank 
of Lewdneſs and Debauchery, eiuber abroad 
Jer ati home; which are things hoth avinl 
rand: imoletahle. Drun ee 1 28. 
al £32 ut) 5d 10} Its N fan | ao 
ind Bur 
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114 TA Sec. VI. 
1 Buti ad ini ſſutin dn ſbouſcb pdofper and 

eſtape et hel S tt uns mfG s nm dig 
this Life i ver iger mey15be owrällezffd rbdg 
they eannqtzũn tohkennexati Ter Gra hinwueif 
that stangetuk e) ohn Nx ꝙꝓrei HAHA; 
that Hong fanduqminoin hflanchu hel νjjCzd 
ſhall bt \af#dpe Als hal, 2ofoabitb 10 
greareftp1 ab Udubt, 2wilblit"thepottiomea 
wickbd:iPrefefforsl!s 2 DF 
43Tark, isnovſoogreatmrivEntmy do Cotti 
ahiryya2id £oxttipeantb LowdidChriſtiang 
{ae thkeprxquuily Enemies 06 thel Cache 
S6thyof al Men; ought: neven reſtioped 
their Maut hs ugdinftoSchiſmaricks br Fe» 
ritioks; torithey themſelves are rhe wont: 
For no Heritick is {bad as on&ofod wicked 
leg But Youre, 199. ana bay nic 
pri how commendable ſoever iti may be 

for Chriſtian Princes to endeavour) rot pro- 
mitt Reti gion ad the Jntere ſt vf the Church 
Whidhb n mofd than whasc every VChriitt 
a in Ounſbienvel are bound 40:dayaqmebis 
iÞoot 00i'bs Einiagino@Þiby CamabdW eapans}] 
human ffrbngeb FE Polio: Norirols by! 
the: favour ' of) Gut, whichi4s/onlynedi be! 
putchaſediby! Truth 8 hnnoceneqggPeaBeLiore 
and»! Dgity' of her Members bs Berenwben! 
theſe lahzguifh arid dutay, net tirtas the: 
Churehbis'#n Danger ho ral tagechur I 
much from her Fnemigsvwithourg ue the 
Sins of her Profeſſors within, that * 25 
the 90 


1-40 $:3-S-2 0-81-44 4 8-0 


2 
— 


8 


co aA O'S SOR © SD. LO IAC LH MOD 4% & Wy I £3 wi Oh YO Ws Ws EPI ( g 


— — — 
— — — — —— — OOO 


10 35 ReligioAConfidentls 11 
3 df d caddinfiiiheandon leg n- 
grau 1 —— Sckifids 
abdh Here fies co iricreafa aud pre Nile fo an» 
proves ct Hæm as Diſtimtinesiof dms :pnarid ende 
to Chalifſq hr Wimiorherwvays;theimite 
Counfe band Non «> pr gd in his 
Word becomes ; indff b. 28. 
my \Thiſt!;arc ſacb!Charattens.as 
we viay: rate: Mrough alk:cheiSdtred/Vor 
lunes laß Gndts Juſiuale FPyoceding, leſs ot 
ee af: Chaſtixidz bis burch 
— * Ie bzhoves ti tre fore all of us 
zpuſly; tt enαmine out ſel ves, hows far 
— a uf vd>have i mAn Degree! bee aces fs 
ſafy aw out preſent Eataniities, and ſoleumly 
Repeat, fot What ig pal and forſaken ur 
Sins, and bring forth Fruits meet fon Repen+ 
tonc erg Dbiszvand this) only; is tial happy 
Cour ſe; t hat cau bring us to 4} deep! Sen ſe af 
the mt ha hay conldfab, þdiftxatad Hate 
ofthe Workd andiiontrawnMileryn Andofiidh 
* dormpaſipbare Coocern for: ther ill 
fore us up Earneſt applica tionoto God 
fer ther wbiple State of Mankind; ſt hat u 
Rivibony|avight:! code, And) chat 1h61woud: 
E intehappz luſtfhmantSf in all 
Nations 16d ad vascehh⁵ Truthz ang Glo- 
cud! Refnrmation, chat dhe Kingdoms of 
this Mos: mayoſbecome ct le Miagdam at” 
ti dear Sam. Nena 19 mort gor 
reden 1d ,nidriw eis 19d Tolabs 
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nd tug} ismaGl\uehzieb I have Hewed T. 
vb, meu n meet Sinan, ỹ ] 
coe git Ad en. Miu ſd ibdt 
bitten f he Irn thi His q ofit 
Maid Perfornante of Wipuatentfens 
Sxcdihvei Hit mH SH IINah RR 
y19V 911 916 vt291 101 : Wiisdo bug Svod 
ddl have fowdd o aon iN antuffifilde 
at is fan y at ſ meh td Itiſtam ſchu e Hr 
rund Church aW dumm A Arent 
of e¹ du oH iche nch prdutfi 
16 yolVt hon orghnot Eg radbaa nr 
Churtkgwid Rer — cnt ja ſlifiabhe frbm 
theAhyThaak Rama by te anf beni toto fenj 
latahle dupe nſt it ion and idolamgebagmtund- 
leſs and ua juſtiſirble vi any th ſtper add uri 
har,,; d-haveraltiorovedzurhartindPrettocd Wau 
ef..Ze2b.ier\.holkineb.(i nh Men, \ nosuydreany Wor 
Pietence, \t hough. va ne, vohhecten Rdn 
tram the ſeppoſed on reab Gifts 110 
or from ſome things yyuntiby diſlike. i 
Qbuzch>o#| {{xg/-vd, nos 1Bffeprial zoned Wy f/ 
ad Separantatu bor both eme ait 
prefly: diſcauntenancttl win, theg hel Sine 
tunes, and dete fad 25 chrnal, A, Char 
can onlyproetd:fromonhs$eedbifernbbhf 
the Author of Scdition : For theſe certainhy a 
oughs do ka iat i i Hatdl fog uk ( bam hf lud, 
and rhe race hf the Ghufnb HF hd uuf 
tate ful ian ea mbeytfnhy Revo ruhe 
Bicſh;s gbary bn, wand lie ind nnn 
0 % ruth; 
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| 396. "Putin Canfader 4. nK7 
fruttil; „t! this wiſdom; ſait h St. mer, 
d:ſcondeabi\ rid; Ibm abb hut ir Larry, Sen- 
l, Di \JamYs. a9; . o long as they 
2 epatare, in a:Bormal State of Hoſtiliry 
agtinfbs true i Naribnat Church, and to the 
ſubvetting ol the Bounds of Unity; Peace, 


Love and Charity : For theſe are the very 
_ aud Subfitnce':of Religioh, and the 
Bounds of all Perfection; For i thefe 
— chte mmortal Graces that live at Gudꝰs 
Right: Haud, and ate part of the Employ- 
ment oß the Happineſs in the orher Word; 
mind wrkat the — the Goſpel hath 
as lenjoy ned us to in 2 the Terms of 
3: ur Acceptance with God in the other: 

a Wor: tbe: End! of the Commandments, ſaith Sr. 
cd aul, ty n out of a pure Heart, from which 
od (ene 'bavang ſwerved, haue turned afids r6-vain 
nx Mengling, defiring to be teacher of the Lau, 
W. md ing nec tber what tbey ſay; apo ha 
lik cbey H. 1 Tim. 1. 5, 6, 7. 

y Whoever therefore. will factibes! 1thoſs 
MlEftniial Qualities for the other, ancbahe 
ke f lai party, will make à ferrgwiit 
ad Range and, will» be fure to loſe in ms 
ind conliderable: more than he gains 
nlyMinis1799 511 101 : notittle tr nodigh $0 
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o C J s dag on thelf i 
hriſtian Wor WF 1592 truth Afrisaflich las 
e eh Diffest Sed, 
Who 5 eee cond bc [throy 

ther 's 11 t emſtees, Ihe (hodld 
oy 4 11 thai ny other debt 
And the Reaſon is plain, they ane roo well] 
Knowih * ther Principtes; und 
350 1195 hay! fofngcaly aftedf than fo 
CUES thu 1 25 other: Fer nothing 


ihe ee in 6? 'r6afond ble! ro from 
Wb per rr Ma Rai 


2 17 and that Mer df the! Qi 
1 Kiane pear: ny 
WA bf 'the ſine E re | 
ER rhelike pblim w. 
Ee Narltable Bigottty, is at all Time 
1 5 19 0 * kalſe prinelples Acconlutt 
re, 'Degree, and Mälignieyb nf 
ene th — the moſt wiſe'and claritablt 


7 us, conſfſts in 2 perverſe and bobſtnan 
x 29 i e e een 
hee, wheitin every Mun wapyrde ;: 

ben d 4 ob Point dune 

fot hm $ «dre og tern 
5 both by Tongue anm-ipent 
ina gene ri eI s u wir börz 
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What you ea the nth 125 
.me th he Web C1 
eſus? Math. 74129, 2 5 fran he. 
Was indeed! your ;. ſeparation, from., t be 
Church: of England, à Means of | Promoting, A 
more happy and. -effettuab Reform Fs ele 
producing thoſe. Eſſential Nei of. 
Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Mercy, Fl pe 
Goodneſs, /Meeknels, Long ſuffexing, Peace, 
Love & Charity in the World, and more for 
the! Kley of "God, then indeed the Caſe 
would be Adern But on the contrary, by 
lad experience, while we ſee them produce 
— RO: e e 18 
jens Euvying, Mu er, 125 SME: 
the like it can never be ſuppos d to proceed 
ſrom God: James 3. 14, en! 
One unhappy and popular tro this Day 
us, is che greatelt ſt ohſtruction ta, a 
Rebongiliation; that is, from, t ſe, falſe 
Consluſions, drawn by each, Sgt, af the 
Tavwour of God, and the Goodnels HE. their 
Cauſe, on the Account of ſome ſupetior Ex- 
tempore Qualities in dheir Teachers: nch 
this jscinconſiſtent for any ane to draw ſugh 
Concluſions. to themſelves that J Are 
— othas; Fee ely Auen, 
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Ty Wien er them end weq i 
a Ce . Gifts; Whigdhy t m_— 

[algo ors gg 

* 8 of 1 0 1 ue, wheft they gane 8 
00 re, MARES in anothebiigntr 
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ma KB ing — hr em, Mh ich id tum 
ms th; 4. 15 5 7 ee 
831 Hayn Bree : 

det tog A0 46 he fanrell 

roy by, Craft i 
cles vb they. do er themIHoes,vym 
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115 hr i gifts and races of 
We 10. Spire s alto ao improve eme. 
is every. perſ . uty, ton the glory e 
he good of each sher; et Imeret 
could, leata nor can unde Undead 10 
I Rp SO SSR va Licrnſe erat ſee 
Neck 7 8, 142 to EX6469 n ven 
* 1 OfF 2 BE eh! 
12889 y and Ee Fd dn 
As fox 1 ther Brophets:andankpotiles; Ait in 
hay nora Cam oct Ha 
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a9 WH executions teres 
167 92ers EI Rua ebing 
"ES en $66 7HSAFP YER fa orkiog di. TW 
37 Jacle 


Religion OorAev'a. \ 
fits þawhichmiuds Juffiefeff᷑ be; TRE 
Ahr H whit is het HAt Af 
Ml oforint DMpgter] Ir fitile A 2 FEY 
of 1 62 Hahn 3990 Raft 2618 ys 10 ly OF 
r Beſide) o inin RAR wich Tat 
off very? 1R S Goſpel *pteſeribes\ ro 1 
n —— ten the Terms of 5 Oder, 
and Obkd lende xd the @harch of rift! and 
roſs ſet ve u Nap, it is ir ent e tl 
all che Laws, Ondets s and Goyernif Ir 
che wort; bHimmeor. Divine Für ther- 
65 ways, A0 ob. geen Te Wwe y Nat, 
11 Aae the 1 then Id Me habe, n 
: U chen U proſuumme it f 
* A e er Any other x6 FE 
| 4 why vr wif Fathily';. An 
r enndt but thut wat fr equal Reaſon; Ad- 
0 wenilter td Sabtaments: Wicks _ 
apa og tofput An End e Ml d 
rubticn Thurchbs dr Meetings 7 Net! I 
ſeecany Tbaſdn} . — he char holy 
gane Nic tan fare The -fif 
; rnb Dog AOL f. 28.1 bea 
60 vad uff whas fil b ws 5d bas (11555) 
cif in tr chäng paare 168, S red, I am a“ 
eee e t fig however! ey Kew 
rue of them); Ang This t. Tee, 
hel als bo env DES dak 
redſtb>rhv ta an Th ther nes 
abends Ghlety ef neger gib engt took 
1 þ ©Nifeg\drov{pbeidUy hell d t be _ 
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12 The \Gafe. of Sec. VI, 
blöſhed in this Niption | 
miahtieafilydifcernmoid Welk Godgpplly 
of it; by c hoſe Horrible dchpierdesl rel firffend 
them to fall into; agvigydryiplaig Nom 
mitted hy thoſe very!Menithic were ſd nisi 
ly Exaltedi for their Gifrsamutheirgbound 
teſs; Liberty of improwifiß themlsMornobag 
there might be ſbhe Hi Htqund ii en 
Teachers and profdfides, I queſtion ant, iof 
better Morals of then Diſſentesg {who yur 
know- did Proteſt thgainkt fbi afict heit 
molt hotrid Impieties Neitben o lethink 
any man nou living is to be Chsiged with 
the Crimes ae that ls, gen 


his neareſt Relations; that is, providedohe 
ahhors the Actions, ahd deteſts the Prim 
ciples lead ing to them, as thib certamly was 
one, of denying Epiſtopacy: Nor bur rhat 
it muſt be acknowledged, God never cad 
Church; nor were there ever! ahynreligious 
Societys in the World, but that utheie wer 
ſome 7/maelites, poſſeſſed with that Diabe 
ical Spirit of Perſecution, or kitllug Men 
for God's ſake, tf 7 14 QMITTR(G 2H 
But the dangerous Conſequenee lies dere, 
and what hath ever proved Fatal in ali Na- 
tions, and in all ages; that is, when this 
Diabolical Spirit is hatched, nouriſhed, and 
bred up from the very Principles and Max- 
jms of its Religion; ſo that it beeomes the 
Spirit of the Whole Party. This my 
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mT of vthe Jews ati the coming of our 
Meflet Savin; This was the caſe:of Ar ius 
an s Eol lowers; cdndtur and his Sect ; aH 
igoitherChuighyof Name at this day. This 
was the caſe en SeW in Ger: 
anhodhae Butehere ſo many Tllouſand in- 
nodent Perſons; : — the ſame Spirit 
fawvo» famous Sects that OD found fit 
for his putpoſe, to ac that ufheard of Vilr 
ny in FoaTrY EIe HY And have we not 
the ſame Cauſe to miſtruſt the ſame ma- 
Heicus unchatitable Spirit hath Polleiid 
to many in NRW- ENGLAND; and efpecially 
dne Sekt among our ſetves in this Place; 
hoſe uncharitable Actions, Carriage and De- 
portmentʒſuſficiently betrays them to be aPeo- 
ple; it is to be feared that know not them- 
faives nuhat Spirit they are of, nor how far, 
hat:theyithe Power in their Hands, it would 
Lead thany?r can truly ſay, | heartily. with 
lar their ſakes dn this Point 1 were miſtakeng, 
but; tllene! is! too MIνỹ Symptoms and noto- 
noh Diſtiycries in them to be denied: Not 
but particular perſons among them may be 
extrpted l he as in other Societies, Tre 
be eflthanlwhat their Principles reaghy | 
Ait nadw ei is? 2295 iis 1! br 
bett. rat everſbeen- obferued, lat men 0 
, habPpinciples- are the meth ĩ mpatient and 
a zginv9s2dnder theleaſt Reſtraint in any 
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124 The Gaſe of Sec. VI. 
Power, the moſt 'exrream in Naſtrainin fi 
6thers. Thoſe wicked:Spirits weiread of ii nic 
the Goſpel, that took Pheafure in thrment iu 
others, yet were extremely impatieitÞ pi. 
under our $2viour's'Subjettion, Marhiis. 28 cn 
So impartial is this Spirit; ' that in ever 
inſtance might be Traced what is deceĩvableſ i 
and particularly this one, What can be muẽ,ĩ; ai 
baſe or un juſt, than to deny otheis the Liberien 
of defending their principles, that they them or 
ſelves take ? And how notorious, unjuſt, a 
well as ungrateful muſt it be, in thoſe whe 
deny that Liberty to the Members of that 
Church from whom they receieve thei 
own ? Though not perhaps in plain Words 
yet in every thing elſe that is baſe and mas 
licious, they make roo plain a Diſcovery; 
eſpecially in their common way of rreatingfſþ 
the Authors. tho' never ſo inoffenſive but inf 
that of differing from them. Now wha 
can ſuch baſeneſs proceed from, but the Spi 
rit of Error? For if their principles were 
good, what need they be concerned they! 
fhould be brought to the Light? And ificheyſni: 
otherways miſtruſt it, it is the height af Pre 
ſumption, next to the unpardonable Sin; to 
perſwade the World to believe, whit theyſſea 
themſelves do not. 4.31. 

It is indiſputable, we have no warrant to 
Judge eee ee but it is as undenrſue; 
ably true as neceſlary to J udge Men's Wore 
; att Actions 
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of ditioosBihavionnond Frinciples ti and d 
inf m dre breaſow thammbskeſe perildus ies 
Subitokchgionutreds to have 19H its Cemr 
nie ricqeu ndl 4 he chung dit Name from 
5 che. hingt O., aH h ile Cogr teſie, Afla- 
1 kibvy, WMilddeſgriande Intetncts;of Tem per 
mia Veoh rſu tic t5:covbred 1 farcMiacks! of 
eſſa iRaprobaco. 15OW tbe contrary, * Sub 
tj kn-Sth ch, Nemuteg Pr iſeneſũ Tempen 
mic: 28 13 Sainug which indeed hath all 
the tap / Ceuta io Sympaam af a Hxpoctitł. 
hi ow slot ni i um $ct91819oy 2s How 
iat bo iannwaripg ling o think thatia Soul 
ei alleiſed avril the Qualities of a four, waf⸗ 
imo iteßihzʒ ne ſerred, contentious, and un- 
baritael Spirit, hall be thought com- 
n nendable.land praiſe-worthy, by any Society 
cn People» profeibng Chriſtianity; and ok 
— Livtzly Emblem of this Spitit, very 
ppplicabldgthe. Pork deſcribes to be: of a pale 
ad teen Complexion, looking aſquint, legs 
ped veilth Birterneſs-and Gall; nevet rejoy: 
ing) bib in che Calamity of its Adverſaties3 
Willys undufet, and cominuazty e 
gs:&1d and others. 
Une certain, there cannot be 4 more Evia 
hes end iFoken of a deluded Sect, than ſucl 
thoſe Principles lead to Cancel:theRonds of 
to Naum ,jiicakenthe Powers of Natural Re- 
ent ien This was what our Blefled Saviour 
rds 00016” Meaduabe Nun gur, And orzuebhich he 
ons % pro- 
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pronounced ſo many Woes 1 them m 
Math. 23. Little Cauſe have either Papi w. 
or Proteſtant of ſuch principles to boaſt, i 
making Converts to Chriſtianity, white! che 
ate like to loſe more than they Gain, Ram.; 
26, 27. which will be making them two-fold 
worſe the Children of Hell, às our Bleſſee 
Saviour told the Jews (in the like Caſe) tha 
they were before. For what can avail to n 
all our Gifts, and the Knowledge of Chril 
while we are ſeparate from Charity, and tt 
Practiſe of Morality > Or to whar-purpoſ 
is the Preaching of Chriſt Crucified, whilgþ 
ar the ſame time we are as it were Crucity 
of him afreſh, in not Crucifying ou 
Luſts and miſchievous Errors as aforeſaid 
The two Tables of the Law are inſeparable; 
the keeping of one can never atone for t. 
breaking of the other. For a man to 
be loveth God, that hatetb his Brother, ſays St 
pore Is a liar, 1 John. 4. 20. Tor all 
ls fulfilled in one: Mord, evan in ** 
faith St. Paul, thou ſhalt love thy neoghbour Þy « 
hy elf, Gal. 5. 14. | %% On I 
© Norwirhſtanding the Errors and miftak$ 
of Chriſtians, yet if they are not will 
and accompanied wich a fincere Love to Gas. 
and our Neighbours, that if he that in tłeſ 
things ſerve Chriſt, is acceptable to God mi 
have thus tea ſon 10 hope, though wide 40d, 
different Ment r 
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may be in things not otherwiſe Eſſential 
pig which are but few; retaining, I ſay; an hum- 
„idle Frame of Spirit, accompanied with an 
mWundiftembled love ro God and the truth, to 
„Ache beſt of their Power endeavour to come to 
— the Knowledge of it; preferving their Souls 
he 
) 


N 


] 


j 


tom all: the- Pollurions of the Heſh, living 
in the Praiſe of all Moral Virtues, being 
in Charity with all Men, truſting in the 
rilfBMeritorious Blood of Chriſt, ſhall, I doubt 
thor, from a merciful God, meet with a'grar 
zoleious Acceptance. Eph. 2. 8. AW. 10 34, 35. 
Hilg Cor. 8. 12. Epb.'5. 22, 23. Rom. 14. 18. 
On the contrary, as Juſt reaſon we have 
oulfto expect of wicked Men; ſuch as the un- 
id Pult, unmerciful, uncharitable, common diſ- 
dle gurbers of Peace, and Promoters of Cauſeleſs 
ta Vivifions in Religion, factious and rebellious 
ilturbers of Governments, contentious Pro- 
; Stnoters: of ſtrife and Debates in Families, 
tiþnd among Neighbours; though differi 
huhn Sects and Parties in the World, are aUe 
ay one and the ſame malicious Spirit, and 
ill no doubt at laſt be conſigned into ane 


akePociety,, Ey. 50. 8, to 23. Math. 8. 11, 12. 


U 


fulurh25, 41. to 46. Luke 17. 34, 35, 36. Rom, 
God. 6. 20 16. 1 John 4. 16, 17, Jude 14. 15. 
rei Nor can it be otherwiſe expected; for 
; What ſhould ſuch malicious, ſpiteful, inrag- 
208d, uncharitable, contentious Spirits do in 
taven among the former Society, ſo dif- 
1 ferent 


ion 
maß 
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ferent?- For ſuch a State and Society, if 
polhble, would rather be a Torment to them 
than a happineſs.- No, no, all ſuch ſpiteful 
and malicious Tools of parties, their ſecret 
Meeting Combinations, wicked Plots, unchari: 
rable, cenſorious Aſperſions, flanderous Ca. fe 
lumnies and Defumations; under all the diff. 
tertnt Masks and Diſguiſes of Hypocriſyſ t 
thoutth: fecretly hid from all the Worid buth i: 
themielves, God, who is pfivyto: all ou © 
moſt ſecret thoughts and Akrions, will one d 
Dity: bring to Light all thofe hidden thing g 
of Darkneſs, and will make manifeſt thi 
Counſel of the Heart. 1 Cor. 4. 84... 
And in this the Scriprute very -plainlyfþ 13 
Points out to us but two different States afterf 1t 
Death, ſo in like manner the two Covenants] tt 
make no more Diſtinctions than of two ſorry o. 
of Men in the World, the Carnal and rh tz 
Spiritual: To be Carnally minded is Deai ce 
but to be Sptritually minded is Life and pearfy h. 
Rom: 8. 6. Now what theſe Works of th g. 
Fleſlyya re, and of the Spirit, they are mam li 
fei, as I have obſerved; no man can ple R 
1gnofragge. 1 Cor. 3. Col. 5. Eph. 5. It ee 
not a fare Profeſſion, nor a flaming Zeal fog ol 
God, that will avail us. The Kingdom d ar 
Heavenris not tobe taken by Violence of Meng pl 
carnal Paſſions of Pride, Vain Glory in carſ Kc 
rying rn the Intereſt of a Party, while af tu 
the fame Time their Souls en Ft 
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but 4 Sink and Habitation of untlean Spi- 
rits; ot Envy, Hatred, Malice, and all Un- 
tharirablenels, and what is evil | 


bs: vain fktefine is all Pretence of Con- 
ſcience, and Pleas for Nonconformity, while 
they - are feparated from the thing it felf 
they pretend to, more pure Religion, that 
is, Love and Charity, the real Subſtance 
of Religion. This can be nothing leſs than 
downright Hypocriſy : For the very diſtin- 
— Mark and Eminency of the Chriſti- 
an Religion, beyond that of the Jews, or 
any other Religion in the World, is not on- 
ly to love our Neighbour, our Brother; and 
luch as love us, but our Enemies, and them 


| that: hate us. Whoever therefore teaches, 


ory or by any means encourages Principles con- 


vary to this. Doctrine, is a notorious De- 


ceiver; nay, tho” an Angel from Heaven, 
he is not to be believed. Indeed, by the 


the general Practice of Chriſtians, one migbi be 


tieve the contrary; and ſo we may by this 


Rule fee: their Opinion of all other Pre- 
Neepts of the Goſpel, which are openly; vi- 


vlared. every Day: Nay, is there not many 


g among us, tho“ they do not ſpeak out in 


plan Words, yer! by their Actions ſhow 
how little the Mral Law is regarded, any 


J turtherthan among themtelves and the Bro- 


in! Fnerhood 528 the common Phraſt is; that is, 


10 


yab The ß of FEE)! Sect, VT. 
10 love God and themſelves; :ds'didithe ma- 
Fictions Jews, ant hate all the- World be- 
ſides A mie won bircexlydorſted by out 
leſfed Saviour. Har. 5. To. 12hd14:3 00 , 
= ENS {£11914 n6 01 mid 31s Ng n 
lis therefbrü of the greateſt Importance 
to cKamihe and confutèe ſuch pernicious 
Errors, and to how that ſhete is nothing 
iw te New Teſtament to favouy them? 
For” rheivery- Terms of Acceptance wibh 
God, is doing as we would be done by, for- 
giving, if we ever expect to be forgiven, lo- 
ving'our Neighbours as bur ſelves, ro be 
of one Mind, to lire in Unity, and follow 
afrer Peace; to have fervent Chafity amon 
our ſelves: For he that loveth not; faith 
Fobn, Anoueth not God; for God it Love, 
+ Joh. 4. 8. Matth. 7. 12. Mark I I. 25, 26. 
Gal. 5. 14. 2 Cor, 13.11. Eph. 4. 3. Heb. 12. 
18! 15. 1 Pet. 4. 8. oline 
MINS ene eee e TISW. 29 ein 
1 iſay again, let a Man reud che New 
Teſthwent with a diſpoſed Mindt he will 
find this to de the Doctrine of Chriſt, and 
particularly ind that excellent Semom on 
the Mount; and cas earheſtly ehfbfe by 


the A poftlès, as pluin as Words tan ex 
preſs, That without Holineſs, 4hdithePrac 
rice of all Morat Pretepts, nothing leſs /we 
can expect but: an utter Exclufion from the 
Preſence of God wa 
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Let no Man flatter himſelf in the O pi- 
nion of Weipg: in the Favour of God, on 
the Account of, any ERternal Priviledge:: 
No : particular Sy ſtems). Articles ert pin 


ons, can entitle him to an Eternal Reward, 


throughethe Death and Sufferings of Chgilt, 
without qa econſtant and hniverſal Obedi- 
ence to both Tables of the Law::; Nor can 
the molt; extenſive Zeal for Goth of any 
Man er Sect in the moſt orthodox Way 
upon Earth, tho“ accompanied with the 
moſt utter Abhorrence of all the Debauch 
es, wicked | PraQtices, - Errors and Impie- 
ties of Men: If all this be not remparr 
ed with Meekneſs, Moderation, Pity and 
Compaſſion; in Methods conformable to the 
Goſpel, it neither can nor will be aceept- 
ed with God; for what ſavours of Pride, 
Anger or Rage, Malice or Hatred, or Un- 
charitableneſs, are not from above. We 
may be well aſſured, ſuch carnal, ſenſu— 
al; anmortified Patlions, muſt proceed from 
the Dictates/ and Deluſion of the Spirit of 
Erzorti: ate that bath not the ſpirit of brit, 
65 ner of hit. Nat every one that ſaith; unte 
we, Lord} deord, faith our Saviour, ſhallrenter 
ent the RH f Heaven. We are told 
8 plain us dV onds: can expreſs, that all; .xg- 
bigious! Performances without Charity, is apr 
things and without follow ing; Peace wirh 
all Men, and holineſs, no I e 
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Lord. Math. 7. 21. lune e. . . 
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Ge dee Fo: 1 
Glonicus, tttibutes 
at of his Holinefs,; 


San 


the ele R 7 on, pence 
ternal) Refignati 10N..0 "ma Soul z, Pn 
have I chi ſufficiently; CS 
former; Part, of my Defign in the 
For what is all our Pretenſion to 
if, they are not ſolid and 1 7 ig 
ig Erayers, to God if they 1 Lee 
hat, can we ſuppoſe Fade od 
word | cauld be intended f Or., vol 117 . 
Prattiſc of, what we hear, uplef: Sve Sy K 
ſo abſutd as, to imagine we can dee ti 005 
oriput a Cheat upon the Almighty ? 4 hn 


But A0 ſaid enough l fear, Fx. 7800 2 
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att © bop, Bettet things f others; 
whofe" Souls ate of ' a more divine Origt- 
1 0 85 5 Catholick Spirit: Bot not to Tit 
® ſcbntetned for the preſent melatitholy Me 
n; Aaſſtte 15 Calatflity Rel igion roans 
der; Who T preſume, rho? © dindeten 
Feten fürn me in ſome things, vl 
il be offended © with a' Diſcourſe" et this 
ture, which they miſt acknowledge 
15 Dave no ortter Ver of Heft i, thr 
% promore fincere Piety towar dd 
bond Peace, Love and Charity among 


Ts hriſtians. 4 _ 
Orte ion Ong 1697 ! 1! at To. 


me Rut If r HA witt Bai but ben 
1 . til tvich themfelves to live 
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is Ralf 
and became 4 terrible Nees God's n; 
geance. And what is moſt 'Gol's Ver 91 
the chief Champions of each Party, the 
hotteſt Contenders of Chriſtianity, became >7 
the firſt Apoſtates to Mabomer : Wuhichy i 
ſhows us how little Regard is to be hady 
to Men, when once they have loſt Chz bft 


titx; 12 
gerous, 


Let Men's Gifts and Qualifications, out- 
ward Appearance and Pretenſions be what nd 
they will, if they are ſeparate from Hu H 
mility and Charity, they ought to be ref 
j&Ftaq and diſregarded, Whoever there$12 
fore would ep the Bleſſing of Peace 52. 
let them now ſeek Peace and enſue it”! : 
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1 THE 

8 PROPHESIES 
3 AND 
PREDICTIONS 


Of the late Learned and Reverend 


JAMES USHER, 


10. Lord Archbiſhop of AR MAG R, and Lord 


Primate of IRE LAND, 
Relating to 


\ England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


1 Hough in theſe latter Ages of the 
Church, many Learned and Pious Men 


axe made it a Queſtion, whether God now 


peaks to any by prophetick Spirit; yet 


urely it were a great Boldneſs & preſump- 
88 


1 
: 


1 

eld GPang:perckipiori tedlderend is har 
he does not; for tho Wit ugult be ut G 
ledged, that theld Ways G WU ie 10 
bimſelf, are lels (frequentdin def It 
derte Tirp6s, fte theigreat Rraſdn amg⁰i 

tor the Ftequency vf Miracles und Re ln. 
725 in the firſt Ages of cht Church? 

1 bmerting Hem : togriadd.eonfifimit 
Fro the Uhr Faith 1/155 . ge 
meaſure ceaſted';! Tur the hav k more furl 
Way i4fi Ta as the pollen Toe 
{3ys, rait be. inen Word'of Got: Where 
m 'we-have' the:Chrilbian"DoEtins Wnplay* 
ed, together with the Lives, hae 
amples of out Saviour and his A 
But there is nothing has brou 1 
matter of Prophecy and Revelattef into'foff 
much queſtion, as the Frauds and Fergeries 


1 


SSS Þ Pay mr om wwe. 


= 70 Popiſh Prieſts, who by counter feitſ a 
iractes have ſtrove each one teſbftablihf ng 
their ſeveral Orders; or for the wilghiff-£! 
ing their particular Saints, Patrenst e 0 
Fatroneſſes have filled the World with ine It 
ridicgleus and abſurd Stories of rente 
Miracles: Bat God be thanked, Auth bo 
we have here ptopoſed, ' is teinoved f 
enough from the Exception that rhHv Brea 
Jultix taken againſt thoſe we were ſpeikingJ%* 
of, being a Perſbn” of that known Learning 
Piety;/ and Integrity; for all Which We 0 
{amed through Abe (Chriſtian e VI 
twould g 


Would che edle MO as mpofiitide: 
me td nnͥ odr 10 ;10n —— 
Nowotq ven Pbave been faying, 
that che Spit ee cha not Wholly 
9338; even in This. Age, bhave 
hers Propoſed. hs \&rkaty Mary Atchbiſhojh 
Li A 7 i918 deliver d chy 
Fr d, Chaplains 0 dhe Auch bilbeg, 
* 


Ile ang: Man lay afidei prejey 
on What has heen alrtady 
— ow to his On pafficular, 4 
well 'as in ame part te. rend formerly, 
ant Nhat 93am; ſadly fulfillipg in chat 
of miferable; Kingdom, and he will be forced 
Ie. 0 that this holy Man was intzed 
2 Fro 
The, WR of the Lifm of this Ties 
— Werthy Primate and Archbiſhop, gives 
e among other extraordi- 
1910 ts; and Graces, Which it pleaſed 
I Almighty, to. beſtow-upan him, he wWas 
Wl, 5 . endued with 2 Spirit ot 


it 
i 
0 
8d 
ſl 
2. 
4 
Ws 
ter 
. 
af 


be Whereby he gave our ſeveral Anas 
aud. Prophe/tes of bo he al grea 
A. e they came to paß, where 

We Me ahave ſeen fulfilled, and othess, 
en e And though 
ss ona, that abher'd e Fnthuftastick 
Thi 10 ligne, being 00 Lern nete and 
ſe Powing, to admitoef ſuch ickle Hegks and: 
that]? 8 he ptofeſt, Thay teveral times, 


2uldh | ION in 


in his Life he had many " 
upon his mind, concerning future Events,, 
with fo much Warmneſs and Importunity, ; 
that he was not able to keep them ſecret, 
but lay under an unavoidable Neceſſity tg ; 
make them known. IS W 5 
From which Spirit he foretold the Triſh ; 
Rebellion Forty Years before it came to paſs, ; 
h 
* 


things impref 


with the very Time when it ſhould break 
forth, in a Sermon preached in Dublin in 
1601. where from EzeR. 4. 6. Diſcourſing 
concern ng the Prophets bearing the Iniquity 8 
of Juda forty Lays, the Lord therein Sporty 10 
ed a Day for à leur; be made this dirètt Appli-. 
tation in Relation to the Cotintvance at P.. 
fer) at that time. From this Teri 2s be, 
will 1 reckon the Sin of Irelund, that thoſe th 
whom you now embrace, ſhall be your Ruin, Be 
and you ſhall bear this Iniquiry, Whick} 74 
Prediction proved exaaly true; for from? 
that time 1601 to the Yeat 1641 was jultÞ&; 
forty . Years, in which it is notoriouſly z, 
known that the Rebellion and DeſtruQion 0 
of lrelan happened, which was a&ecd byf , 
thoſe popiſh Prieſts and other Papiſts, who 
were then connived ar. And o this Ser 16 
mon the Biſhop reſerved the Nqtes, and gg 
put a Note thereof in the Margent of hist. 
Bible, and for Twenty Years before he fill 1 
lived in the Expectation of the fulfilling AY 
thereof, and the neatet the Time was theff 

molcy [0 
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nf 92 "for 1 ſhould ſee heavy Sorrows' and 
DEN 185 before 1 aw him again; ; Which he 
0 ech with, as 15 Confidence, as if he 
ad 


ap "oi 85 which Teens ro 
rerity F che 


1 rophet, Amos. 3. 7. 
Surely the Tord will do nothing, but he 


eat 
ible 
g 250 7 
the Rebelli- 
his Lende 
Tk from Treland” to 
1 "adviſed me to à ſerious Fre 


kth 


| Will "veal it to his Servants the Prophets. 


2 Fiom this Spirit of Prophecy, he foreſaw 
80 Changes and Miſeries in England in 
bit ch 12 State, for having in one of his 
n called De Frin. Eccl. Brit.) given 
1 ny Account of the Deſtruction of the 
Church 100 State of the Britains by A 
8 about 550 Years after Chriſt, 
, among other Reaſons, by ke 


| bby 1 6 5 largely upon it, That he foreſaw 
| Fike 


Judgment was yet behind, if 
epgitance and Reformation did 

1 01 tit; "and he would often mourn 
te fore iglht of this long before” it 
F e he, 24% widuenfut: Inti- 
low" of ae Death of our late Sovereign 
wir 40 -b 6, ns Chart 
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Charles the Firſt, of whom he would be ofteif 
ſpeaking with Fear and Trembling, even 
when the King had the greateſt Succels, 
and would therefore conſtantly pray, and 
uc all Ad vice poſſible to prevent any ſuch 

hing. | 

| From this Spirit he foreſaw his own po- 
verty in worldy Things, and this he would 
often ſpeak with Admiration to the Hearers, 
when he was in his greateſt Proſperity, 
which the Event did moſt certainly verifie. 


From this Spirit, he predicted the Diviſi- 
ons and Confuſions in England in Matter of 
Religion, and the ſad Conſequents thereof, 
ſome of which we have ſeen ſulfilled, and 
I pray God that the reſt which he feared 
may not alſo be accompliſhed upon us. 

Laſtly, from this Spirit he foretold, That 
the greateſt ſtroke upon the Reformed 
Churches was yet to come; and that the 
Time of the utter Ruin of the See of Rome 
ſhould be when ſhe thought her ſelf moſt 
T-cure: And as to this laſt, I ſhall add a 
brief Account from the Perſons own Hand 
who was concerned therein, which follow 
in theſe Words : | 82 

The Yeat before this Learned and Hol 
Primate” Archbiſhop Uſher died, I went to 
him, and earneſtly defired him to give me 
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in Writing his Apprehenfions, canbetniny If 
15 | ulting 
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i un Fo? and Sanctification by Chri8, 
ecauſe I had formerly heard him preach 

s, upon thoſe points, wherein he ſeem'd te 
LY make thoſe great Myſteries more intelligi- 
i i ble to my mean Capacity, than any Thing 
which I had ever heard from any other; 
but becauſe IJ had bur an imperfect and con- 
id ſuſed Remembrance of the particulars, I 
78, took the Boldneſs to importune him, that 
y, he would pleaſe to give a brief Account 
of them in Writing, whereby I might the 
better imprint them in my Memory, of 
fi- © which he would willingly have excuſed 
of himſelf, by declaring his Intentions of not 
of, writing any more, adding, that if he did 
ind write any thing, it ſhould not exceed above 
rel a Sheet or Two; but upon my continued 
Importunity, I at laſt obtained his promiſe, 


He coming to Town ſome time after, 
was pleaſed to give me a Vilit at my own 
Houſe, where I failed not to challenge 
the Benefit of my promiſe he had made 
me; He replied, that he had not writ, 
and yet he could not charge himſelf with 

any breach of Promiſe; For (ſaid he) I be- 


gan to write; but when I came to write of 
Sanctification, that is, of the New Creature, 
to which God formeth by his own Spirit in 
me every Soul which he doth truly regenerate, 
ging 1 found ſo little of it wrought in my ell, 

| that 
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(144 
that I could ſpeak of it only as Parrots 
by Rote, and without the Knowledge an 
Underſtanding of what I might have ex 
preſt, and therefore I durſt not preſumy 
to proceed any farther upon it. | 
And when I ſeemed to ſtand amazed tal 
hear ſuch an humble Confeſſion from i{F 
reat and experienc'd a Chriſtian : He added 
Fault tell you, we do not well underſtan 
what Santtification and the New | Creatur@ 
are: It is no leſs, than for a Man to be 
brought to an entire Reſignation of hi 
Will to the Will of God, and live in the 
Offering up of his Soul continually in rh 
Flames of Love, as a whole Burnt Offering 
to Chriſt; And how little, ſays he, af 
many of thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianiry ex! 
perimentally acquainted with this Work off! 
their Souls ? 1 
By this Diſcourſe, I conceived he ha 
very excellently and clearly diſcovered ti 
me that part of Sanctification which hl 
was unwilling to write, | | | 
I then nevus to enquire of him, whag'' 
his preſent Apprehenſions were concerningſi 
a very great Perſecution which ſhould falſt. 
upon the Church of God in theſe NarionfP 
of England, Scotland and Ireland, of whicl 
this Reverend Primate had ſpoken - witli? 
great Confidence many Years before, wh 
we were in the highelt and fulleſt Sta 
: 
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ontward Peace and Settlement. I atkd 
im, Whether he did believe rhoſe 1ad 
imes to be paſt, or yet ro come, To 
rhich he anſwer'd, That they were yet to 
rome; and that he did as confidently ex- 
JPpect it as ever he had done: Adding, That 
this ſad Perſecution would fall upon all 
he Proteſtant Churches in Europe. I re- 
ply'd, That I did hope it might have been 
paſt as to theſe Nations of ours, ſince I 
Fhought, that tho' we, who are the People 
hereof, have been puniſh'd much leſs than 
Pur Sins have deſerv'd, and that our late 
Wars had made far leſs Devaſtations than 
War commonly brings upon thoſe Countries 
here it pleaſeth God in Judgment to 
uffer, yet we muſt needs acknowledge, 
that many great Houſes had been burnt, 
ruin'd, and left without Inhabitants, many 
» ha&reat Families impoveriſh'd and undone, 
ed rand many thouſand Lives alſo had been 
h hoſt in that bloody War, and that Ireland 
nd Scotland as well as England, had drank 
whaſſvery deep of the Cup of God's Anger, even 
rningto the overrhrow of the Goverment, and 
d falfſthe utter Deſolation, almoſt, of a very great 
1rionfpart of thoſe Countries. 

which But this holy Man, turning to me, and 
witlffix ing his Eyes upon me with a ſerious & ireful 
wheel Lock, which he uſually had when he ſpake 
Stau God's Word, and not his own, IN 
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the Power of God ſeem'd to be upon him 
and to conſtrain him to ſpeak, which: 
could eaſily diſcern much to differ from 
the Countenance wherewith he uſualy ſpake 
to me; he ſaid thus: few] 1 
- Fool not your ſelf with ſuch hopes, fe 
I tell you All you have yet ſeen hath been 
but the beginning of Sorrows, to what i 
yer to come upon the Proteſtant Churche 
of Chrilt, who will, e'er long fall under 
a ſharper Perſecution than ever yet was 
upon them; and therefore (ſaid he to me) 
look you be nor found in the outward 
Court, but a Worſhiper in the Temple 
before the Altar; for Chriſt will meaſure 
all thoſe that profeſs his Name, and callÞas 
themſelves his People; and the outwardFth 
Worſhipers he will leave out to be troddeifſh 
down by the Gentiles. The outward Countan 
(ſays he) is the formal Chriſtian, whoſegtu 
Religion lies in performing the outwardJC: 
Duties of Chriſtianity, without having an 
inward Life and Power of Faith and Loveſln! 
uniting them to Chriſt, and theſe God willdr, 
leave to be trodden down and ſwept awayfl r 
by the Gentiles; but the Worſhipers withſba 
in the Temple, and before the Altar, arqthe 
thoſe who do indeed worſhip God in Spiritifey 
and in Truth, whoſe Souls are made hifpt 
Temple, and 'he>is honour'd and ador'd inffth: 


At 
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ind they 'facrifice their Luſts and vile 
Affections, yea and their own Wills to 
him; and theſe God will hide in the hol 
low of his Hand, and under the ſhadow 
„Jof his Wings. And this ſhall be one great 
difference between this laſt and all the 
other preceeding Perſecutions : For in the 
former the moſt eminent and fpiritual 
SEMiniſters and Chriſtians did generally 
ſuffer moſt, and were moſt violently fallen 
upon; but\in this laſt Perſecution theſe 
ſhall be preſerv'd by God, as a Seed to 
partake of that Glory which ſhall immedis 
ately follow, and come upon the Church, as 
ſureh ſoon as ever this Storm ſhall be over; for 
callas it ſhall be the ſharpeſt, ſo it ſhall be 
vardfithe ſhorteſt Perſecution of them all; and 
Idenfiſhall only take away the groſs Hy pocrites 
outtand formal Profeſſors, but the true ſpiri- 
hoſeitual Believers ſhall be preſerved till the 
vardICalamity be over. | 
an I then ask'd him, By what Means or 
LoVeInltruments this great Tryal ſhould be 
willbrought on? He anſwer'd, By the Papiſts. 
Wa reply'd, That ſeem'd to me very impro- 
vitrpable they ſhould be able to do it, fince 
_ arqthey were now little countenanc'd, and but 
piriffew in theſe Nations, and that the Hearts 
 hipt the People were more ſet againft them 
d infthan ever fince the Reformation. He an? 
ariSfWer'd, again, Thar it would be by the 
Ane | ands 


F) 
Hands of the Papiſts, and in the way of 5 
ſudden Maſfacre; and that the then Pop 
310 be the chief Inſtrument of it. 


Al this he ſpake with ſo great Abe 
trance, and with the ſame ſerioas and ce 
cern d Countenance which I have beforgal 
obferyd him to have, when I heard hin 
fotetel ſome things which, in all humant 
Appearance, were very unlikely to com 
to paſs, which yet I my ſelf have liv'd tc 
ſee happen according to his Prediction 
and this 'made me to give the more earnel 
Attention to what he then utter'd. 


He then added, That the Papiſts were 
in his Opinion, the Gentiles ſpoken of it 
the 11th of the Revelations, to whom the 
outward Court ſhould be lefr, that the 
might tread it under foot: They having 
receiv'd the Gentiles Worſhip, in thei 
adoring Images, and Saints departed, and 
in taking to themſelves many Mediators 
And this (ſaid he) the Papiſts ate noi 
deſigning among themſelves, and therefor 
be ſure you be ready, 

This was the Subſtance, and I think (fo 
the greateſt part) the very fame Words 
which this holy Man ſpake to me at . 
time before mention'd, nor long befor 
Death, and which I wel a, 8 | nk f 
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of Fpteat and notable a Prediction might not 
op. bg and forgotten by my {ſelf and 
Others. ' ; | 
This gracious Man repeated the ſame 
\ Maſtbings in ſubſtance to his only Daughter 
'confithe Lady Tyrril, and that with many Tears, 
ford much about the ſame time that he 
hin had expreſs'd what is aforeſaid to me, and 
nanvbich the Lady Tyrril aſſur'd me of with 


.omgiher own Mouth to this purpoſe: , 
d te *y . . 8 
tion That opening the Door of his Chamber, 


e found him with his Eyes lift up to Hea- 
en, and the Tears running apace down 
is Cheeks, and that he ſeem'd ro be in an 
vereRtaſie, wherein he continu'd for about 
of ialf an Hour, not taking notice of her, tho? 
1 the came into the Room; bur ar laſt turn- 
theſing to her, he told her, Thar his Thoughts 
wingad been taken up about the Miſeries and 
thei@erſecurions that were coming upon the 
an Churches of Chrilt, which wauld be 19 
ror$$247P and bitter, that, the Contemplation 
nonbf them had ferch'd thoſe Tears from his 
efor es and that he hopd he ſhould not live 
o fee it; but poſſibly ſhe might, for it was 
(folkren at the Door: Therefore take beed 
ford ſays he) that you be not found ſlee ping. 
t the 1 | | 1 
5 hi The ſame Things he alſo repeated to 
he Lady Bye, "iſo ;tq ths. present ek 
je 
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tneſt 
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found unprepar for it. 


( 150 ) | 
Chief Baron of Jreland, but with adding 
this Circumſtance, That if they brough 
back the King, it might be delay'd a littl 
longer; But ( faith he) it will ſurely come 
therefore be ſure to Iook that you be ng 


To conclude in the Words of Dr. BernarlW4 
ſpeaking of this excellent Perſon, Now 
howſoever. I am as far from heeding 
Propheſies this way as any; yet with mit; 
it is not improbable, that ſo great a PB. 
phet, ſo ſanctifi-d from his Youth, ſo kno 
ing and eminent throughout the Univerſ# 
Church, might have, at ſome ſpecial time. 
more than ordinary Motions and Impulſe: 
in doing the Watchman's Part, of givinfD 
warning of Judgments approaching. 
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Page 11. I. rg. read, in the Caſ*. P. 24. I. 11. read, 4 
the Conſequence in Hand of Infants, is no leſs ſtrong 
P. 56. tor Heb, 6. 2. read 6 1. P. 111. I. 17. for Diotrepl 
read Diotrephes P. 133. 1 4. for ſo near, read, ſevere, 
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